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6. SYNOPSIS: (if more space is needed, use reverse side.)

1. Purpose. To provide guidelines for establishing unit Casualty Assistance Teams (CAT) to provide support to the family, the
primary next of kin designated on DD Form 93, whenever a 1st COSCOM soldier dies.

2. Unit commanders are responsible to ensure a viable CAT is established when a soldier dies and the family resides in the local
area, defined as within 50 miles of FT Bragg, NC. The CAT is intended to provide comfort and moral support to surviving
family members in their time of bereavement, and it will not replace the assigned Casualty Notification Officer (CNO) or
Casualty Assitance Officers (CAO). However, the commander will coordinate with the assigned CAO to ensure that the soldier's
affairs are properly handled, i.e. death gratuity is disbursed and SGLI processed expeditiously.

3. The CAT will include a Chaplain, a unit representative from the deceased soldier's chain-of-command, and should include a
family friend.

4. When death occurs, the unit commander, executive officer, or first sergeant will coordinate directly with the installation AG's
casualty branch to ensure that the CAT does not visit the family prior to the assigned CNO making the official casualty
notification on behalf of the Secretary of the Army. They will also ensure that the deceased soldier's DD Form 93 does not
specify limitations to contact between the Army and the primary next of kin. Furthermore, they will use the initial report from
the CNO to the Installation AG's casualty branch to ensure that contact with the CAT will not increase the suffering of surviving
family members.
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