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This section of our newsletter is just waiting for one of our families to tell us something special about them!  Maybe someone in your family has a major event coming up, or has accomplished something they would like to share with all of us.  We can use this section in anyway you all would like – birthdays, weddings, anniversaries, births, reunions – it’s for the families to get to know each other.  Let me or Sharney know what you would like to see her – send us your families’ highlights for our next newsletter in May!





Selected verses for your reading and reflection….


Proverbs 29:11


Proverbs 12:18


Ephesians 4:25-27
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Calendar of Events


18th Contracting Command


Special Event – 


18th Contracting Command Spring Social Event


Mark your Calendars!!!


Place: TBD


Date & Time:  6 April 03, 1400-1700


“Playtime at the Park” is the theme – We’ll pick a park and get together for some fun times with the kids and families.


Ft Bragg Events


To get a list of events happening at Fort Bragg just click on this link. We’re sure there is something for everyone in the family.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.bragg.army.mil/mwr/Newsletter/March/march03.pdf" ��http://www.bragg.army.mil/mwr/Newsletter/March/march03.pdf�


Ft Bragg Special MWR Event


Thurs, 20 Mar:   MWR 4-U: Introducing 3rd Thursdays, Free Child Care & Special Events.  Call 396-1024.
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Sharney Gilmore volunteers to be Point of Concern (POC) for 18th CCMD FRG


SSG Brian Gilmore’s spouse, Sharney Gilmore has volunteered to be the POC for the 18th Contracting Command’s Family Readiness Group.  Sharney is also an active duty soldier, currently serving in the 82nd ABN Corps DISCOM.  She passes along the Sharney Gilmore Volunteers (cont’d)


following message to all soldiers and families in the 18th Contracting Command.


“Hi,  my name is Sharney Gilmore the wife of SSG Brian Gilmore of the 18th Contracting Command. I would like to take this time to say hello to the soldiers and all the spouses and families of this wonderful command. Just to give a little background on me, I was born in Philadelphia, PA, and I’m the older of two children. I graduated high school in Germany after spending 8 years there before moving back to the US. I currently work as a warehouse supervisor and enjoy meeting people and having fun times, so I look forward to meeting and greeting you all, and may God Bless”.
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Commander’s Corner


New Command; New Opportunities


MAJ Ruthann Haider


Commander, 18th Contracting Command


It is a privilege and an honor to be the first Commander of the Army’s newest Contracting Command. We activated the command on the 16th of December 2002 at Ft Bragg, NC.  We join four other Contracting Commands, located at Ft Hood,TX,  The National Training Center at Ft. Irwin, CA, in Europe and Korea. 


Commander’s Corner (cont’d)


We are truly a unique organization.  In Army speak, our specialties of 51C and 92A/92Y G1 are referred to as “low density, high demand”.  What a true statement!  Even though the Command is only authorized a total of twenty soldiers, at any given time, anywhere from 20-50% of our soldiers are deployed to forward theatres, executing contingency contracting in support of soldiers, sailors, airmen and marines.  We truly are in high demand.


Based on the many deployment missions that this battalion receives, it is my belief that our Family Readiness Group is absolutely one of the key links to the success of this battalion.  The families of the battalion deserve to be aware of what is going on operationally, to the extent that the information is not classified. They deserve to have timely information on events and activities that are available for them at Ft Bragg.    Finally, they should have the opportunity to meet (either virtually or in person) the family members of all the soldiers assigned to the 18th Contracting Command.  


These are the goals of our FRG and this newsletter. Through our ability to reach out to each family via the Internet, we want to provide information, provide a forum for discussion, and provide a means for families to contact me, the FRG Point of Concern (POC) or the Acting Sergeants Major if they need assistance or information. This is our first Newsletter. Please provide us feedback on the content.  If we are leaving something out that you would like to know – let me or Sharney Gilmore know.  If we are telling you information that is helpful – we’d like to know that too.  The Newsletter will be published (via email/Internet) bi-monthly.  If you have information that you would like to have included, please email it to me or Sharney. Our contact information is on page 4.  


With the activation of this new Command, we have many new opportunities.  I see one of the most important opportunities as that of making sure our soldiers and their families are kept well informed and have the opportunity to grow together as a unit.  I look forward to meeting and getting to know all of you.(





Featured Soldier of the Month


MAJ Mike Colon, USAR, Contingency Contracting Officer, Afghanistan


























MAJ Mike Colon is no stranger to contingency contracting in the 1st COSCOM at Ft Bragg.  He has been assigned to the 1st COSCOM as an Individual Mobilization Augmentee (IMA) from the US Army Reserves for over eight years. He normally serves two weeks each year with the contracting section in the 1st COSCOM.  While he has deployed before to provide contracting support to soldiers in locations such as Haiti, his current active duty tour is quite unique from his previous tours.  This tour has taken him to the countries of Uzbekistan and Afghanistan where he is serving as a contingency contracting officer in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.  


He has been deployed since mid September 2002. MAJ Colon’s family lives in Dallas, TX, where his spouse Dawni is both Mom and surrogate Dad to their twins, 3 year old Amanda and Christopher.  


MAJ Colon has been serving as the contracting officer for construction requirements at Bagram Airbase since late October 2002.  He interacts daily with soldiers from over nine different countries as well as local Afghanistan businessmen who bid on the construction requirements at the base.   In the near future, he will transfer to the contracting office in Kabul, Afghanistan to execute contracts for humanitarian assistance in support of the rebuilding of Afghanistan.  The photo above highlights one of the unique experiences MAJ Colon has had while being deployed to Afghanistan.  One of his local contractors brought him these fully loaded weapons one day so MAJ Colon could “protect” the contracting office from any fighting that might be going on outside the confines of the installation where he works.  MAJ Colon and his boss, LTC Pat O’Farrell, quickly contacted the Military Police and turned the weapon over to them.  They also explained to the concerned local contractor that the US soldiers would provide them all the protection required.  


MAJ Colon will complete his one year tour on active duty in September 2003.  We recognize the huge sacrifice his family is making while he serves his country.  Thank you Dawni, Amanda and Christopher. (  
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SSG Bolanos, leading the way at our 6 mile Road March, 28 Feb 03





SSG McGee, making sure he knew EXACTLY how long it took him to finish the march!
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Upcoming Classes


Parenting 1-4 year olds: 20 March


Parenting 5-12year olds: 19 March


Parenting Teens:  17 March


Stress Management:  25 March


Anger Management:  27 March


BLDG1-3774, Ft Bragg


For Information: Call 396-5521/4175
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