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	Towed Parachutist Procedures On Air Force Aircraft

SGT Andrew Renfrow 

JUMPMASTER INSTRUCTOR


   
During an Airborne Operation it is imperative that all members of the jumpmaster team are highly knowledgeable and proficient in the actions that are required to take place in the event a parachutists becomes towed.

    
All jumpers should be briefed on the actions that will take place if they become a towed parachutist during an airborne operation. All this information can be found in chapter 13 of the 82d Airborne Division ASOP. This information should be briefed to the jumpers during sustained airborne training, which may be conducted no earlier than forty-eight hours prior to the scheduled station time for the airborne operation and no later than two hours and forty-five minutes prior to station time. 

If you become a towed parachutist, and you are being towed by your static line / universal static line and you are unconscious you will be retrieved back inside the aircraft. If you are conscious, maintain a good tight body position with your right hand over the ripcord protector flap and your right forearm protecting the ripcord grip. An attempt will be made to retrieve you. If you cannot be retrieved inside the aircraft safely, your static line or universal static line will be cut. As soon as you feel yourself falling free from the aircraft, activate your reserve parachute utilizing the “pull drop method”.

   
 It is the jumpmasters’ responsibility to identify a towed parachutist. The first indicator of a towed parachutist will be an abnormally low static line or universal static line on the trail edge of the paratroop door.  (See fig 1)
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Figure 1

   
Immediately upon identification of a towed parachutist the Jumpmaster must give the command of “Red Light” to the jumpers and prevent any further jumpers from entering the paratroop door. The Jumpmaster must then immediately notify the pilot through communication with the loadmaster. The loadmaster will notify the pilot and begin the retrieval process utilizing the Towed Parachutist Retrieval System (TPRS). As Jumpmasters we must ensure that the TPRS is readily available and the loadmaster is proficient in the use of the Towed Parachutist Retrieval System, this should all be checked during the inspection of the aircraft. 

   
The loadmaster will route the TPRS below the static line or universal static lines. The loadmaster will then begin to retrieve the towed parachutist. The Towed Parachutist Retrieval System will pull the universal static lines toward the forward portion of the aircraft. (See fig 2)
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Figure 2

Figure 2

The TPRS is routed below the static lines or universal static lines to hold them away from the trail edge of the paratroop door, and provide the most direct angle for the winching cable to travel. This will allow the towed parachutist to enter the aircraft closer to the center of the paratroop door. (See fig 3)
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                       Figure 3      

Once the jumper is in the vicinity of the paratroop door the jump platform will be pulled in and the Jumpmaster will secure the jumper inside the Aircraft. If the jumper cannot be secured inside the aircraft they will be secured as close as possible in a stable position ensuring that at no time does the jumper start to slip away.    

If the jumper cannot be retrieved into the aircraft, and the jumper appears to be conscious, his universal static line will be cut. Upon notification that the jumper cannot be retrieved the pilot will bank the aircraft toward the jumper and gain altitude. This will provide as much space as possible between the aircraft fuselage and the jumper and allow the towed parachutist with the maximum amount of time to activate their reserve parachute. 

The pilot is ultimately responsible and will give the command to cut the towed parachutist static line or universal static line. The Air Force loadmaster will cut the universal static line on the command of the pilot.

    
If a jumper becomes a towed parachutist and they are being towed by an item of equipment, regardless if they are conscious or unconscious, that jumper will be cut free immediately, and their main parachute will deploy. It is the jumpmasters’ responsibility to cut the item of equipment that is causing the parachutist to be towed in a timely manner to avoid unnecessary injury to the jumper. 

  
 If any incident involving a towed parachutist occurs, after the jumper has been retrieved or cut free the loadmaster will close the paratroop doors. The Jumpmasters will instruct the remaining jumpers to unhook and remain seated. 
Any static lines or universal static lines and deployment bags that are retrieved into the aircraft will be left in place. All jumpers and the entire jumpmaster team will remain on the Aircraft. The incident will be reported to the DACO and the GLO will be the releasing authority for all Army personnel. 

   
Remember as a Jumpmaster you must remain highly knowledgeable and proficient in the process of retrieving a towed parachutist and the steps that will take place in that process. 

	ATTENTION!!!

The 82d Free Fall Activity will be closing, and has been combined with the Green Beret Sport Parachute Club to form The Fort Bragg Free Fall Activity. Gear rental will still be available from the 82d Free fall Activity until 1 Oct 03. POC. For 82d soldiers is SFC Beverly at 396-9989.    


	Radio Frequency (RF) Tags

SGT James Thompson

AMO INSTRUCTOR


   
The (RF) Radio Frequency Identification tag is an electronic device that is attached to cargo such as MILVANs and palletized cargo during military air shipment.  This is done so that a unit or transportation office may track supplies and equipment as it moves through the Military Transportation System.  The (RF) tags, which the Army uses, are manufactured by the SAVI Corporation. (See fig 4) 
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         Figure 4

      Figure 4

 The RF system consist of 4 component parts the RF tag itself, the hand-held interrogator, the fixed interrogator and the burn station, or docking station. The Interrogator has a multidirectional signal; read/write capability and can receive information up to 300 ft away.  It has the capability to store up to 50 pages of information. 

     
The hand-held and /or fixed interrogator allows the user to retrieve information about the equipment. Both items have omni directional communication ability and can read information from several tags at once. The difference between the two interrogators is the hand held interrogator is a self-sufficient unit, while the fixed interrogator requires a host computer to view and store the information.   

The docking station or burning station is a modem used to transfer and store information to the tag.  This is done prior to the tag being attached to the piece of equipment. The RF tag is also accompanied by a LOGMAR label, which is made at the Installation Transportation Office and is used to visually track the equipment. 

   
The LOGMAR (Logistical Marking and Recording) label includes the following information. Unit Identification code, Transportation Control Number, Nomenclature, Dimensions, Gross Weight, Port of Embarkation and Port of Debarkation.

   
 The tag goes into a Save mode while in transit. This conserves the battery power. The tag activates when passed by an interrogator.  The fixed interrogator will relay the information that the shipment has been at that location. The user unit can access the information if an interrogator is installed at that location.

    
The fusion center is where all the interrogator information is consolidated.  The primary fusion center is located in Cambridge, MA. This system interfaces with the Logistical Support Agency (LOGSA) that is located in Huntsville, AL. Any one with access to this can view information in the fusion center.  

    
Thus far we have talked about RF tags and their component parts. There are however, some issues that need to be addressed. Many RF tags get broken during shipment (especially ones attached to containers) batteries run out, or they are not properly retrograded back into the system.  EXAMPLE: A shipment has reached its final destination and is unloaded, however the RF tag is not removed. The shipment will appear to be at its destination however, the RF tag was not removed it will continue to be tracked as if it was on its way elsewhere attached to different cargo instead of retrograded to be used again.   

    
There are a few reasons which cause this system to fail most of which can be avoided by a few simple precautions by the user.

1. When securing the RF tag to the piece of equipment, do it in such a way that it 

Is not easily knocked off in the movement process. A good way to secure them is in the designed bracket that can be mounted on the equipment you may also secure them with zip ties. 

2. Also secure it to a piece of equipment when constructing pallets and not to the net       

      Which may be removed at a destination on 

      the way to your final destination. 

3. When the RF tag is not in use turn the battery upside down and leave it placed in the Tag. This is done to prolong the battery life but the main reason is so it does not emit a false signal, which may be picked up by the interrogator.

4. RF Tags need to be turned back into the ITO office so they can be reused. They are        

costly and need to be accounted for. Not left, in a file cabinet somewhere and forgotten. 

So next time you are in a position to work with RF tags take a minute to follow these tips and it will make your deployment a lot smoother.

	MORTARS ON THE 

MOLLE

SSG JOHN E. GARCIA

JUMPMASTER INSTRUCTOR


                   When rigging the M7 Large Base plate place the M7 large base plate on top and centered on the MOLLE, with the legs pointed upward, align the base plate with the 4 corners of the MOLLE frame (figure 1). Cut 4 pieces of 1/2 to 1 inch tubular nylon webbing.  Route the 4 pieces of tubular nylon webbing, two pieces through the cut away portions on the top corners of the MOLLE frame and two pieces through the small cut away portions on the bottom corners of the MOLLE frame.
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Figure 1


Then route the tubular nylon webbing through the center cut away portion of the base plate, behind the legs and temporarily secure with a single or double looped knot (figure 2). 
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Figure 2


Prepare the HSPR IAW the 82D ABN. Division ASOP edition 6 chapter 9‑5. Drape the HSPR over the 60MM Mortar base plate; ensure the opening gates of the snap hooks are facing downward and towards the base of the frame. Route the Equipment Retainer Straps over the base plate, between the legs and over the bottom cutaway portion and under the top cut away portion (figure 3). 
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Figure 3


Ensure the Equipment Retainer Straps are routed under the top securing ties, under the MOLLE carrying handle, through the small cut away portion of the MOLLE frame and over the pack pad. Cross the Equipment Retainer Straps forming an "X" pattern at the back of the MOLLE (figure 4). 
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Figure 4


Continue to route the Equipment Retainer Straps around the remainder of the load, through the large cut away portion of the MOLLE frame, then secure them to the friction adapters, forming a quick release (figure 5). 
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Figure 5


Adjust the HSPR prior to tightening.  Ensure the white attaching loops are centered and on line at the bottom of the MOLLE.  Tighten the HSPR by pulling the lower looped portion of the quick releases using a see‑saw motion.

NOTE:  WHEN THE HSPR IS PROPERLY TIGHTENED YOU SHOULD NOT BE ABLE TO GET YOUR HAND UNDER THE HSPR.


Then adjust the length of the quick releases so they are no shorter than two fingers and no longer than 3 fingers in length. S‑fold and secure the Equipment Retainer Straps using masking tape or retainer bands one of the methods never both and there is no prefer method, ensure you do not secure the s-folds to the quick releases. Untie the 4 pieces of tubular nylon webbing, tighten and re-secure with a square knot and place a half hitch in each free running end. (Figure 6) 
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Figure 6


Shoulder carrying straps must be tightened down and the free running ends, shoulder-carrying straps must be S‑folded and secured with masking tape or retainer bands.  Do not secure the S‑folds to the shoulder carrying straps. Attach the HPT lowering line on the left side of the MOLLE frame by attaching two retainer bands in two places on the MOLLE frame   (figure 7). 
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Figure 7


Finally route the male portion leg strap release assembly through the most direct route and secure them to the female portion leg strap release assembly.


Rigging the 60mm mortar, with aiming stakes and case. Place the aiming stakes under the top-closing flap of the MOLLE. Secure in place with 1 turn 1/4 inch cotton webbing on each end, by routing the 1/4 inch cotton webbing through the vertical equipment hanger, then route through the upper or lower adjusting strap on the aiming stake carrier and tie with a single or double loop bow knot. Secure the closing flap. Complete rigging the MOLLE IAW paragraph 9‑5. Attach the HPT Lowering Line IAW paragraph 9‑6.

 
     The M64 Sight Assembly

The M64 sight assembly will remain within its case, 1 layer of cellulose wadding will be placed around the case and secured with masking tape. Place sight assembly inside the MOLLE and secure the closing flap. Complete rigging the MOLLE IAW paragraph 9‑5. Attach the HPT Lowering Line IAW paragraph 9‑6.

The Rigging the M8 Small Base plate
              To properly rig the M8 Small Base plate, Wrap the M8 base plate in 2 layers of cellulose wadding and secure with masking tape. Place M8 base plate inside the MOLLE and secure the closing flap. Complete rigging the MOLLE IAW paragraph 9‑5. Attach the HPT Lowering Line IAW paragraph 9‑6.

	JUMPMASTER’S INPUT WANTED


              Do you have a better idea, a unique experience, or a good technique that you would like to share with the rest of the Airborne Community?   If so, you are encouraged to write and submit an article to this publication for consideration.  

The Deadline for the next month’s MJM Update is the Wednesday of the last week of the month.  Submit a paper copy and 3.5” disk containing your submission to the Advanced Airborne School or e-mail the article to us at our web site above. 

	ASK A JUMPMASTER 


To test your JM knowledge, and stimulate conversation about airborne procedures, we will periodically publish a short quiz with questions that relate to or are about airborne procedures.  Most questions will be from the ASOP and other airborne manuals. 

Some of the questions may require some imagination in researching or finding out the answer.  The answers will be published in the subsequent newsletter.  Good luck and if you get stuck, ask a Jumpmaster.

1.  Where do the 7 copies of the manifest go?   

2.  What is the AFJMAN 24-204?

3.  What are the dimensions of a code letter?

4. How many suspension pads are required in                      the ACH for Airborne Operations?

5.  Is a failure of your air items a malfunction?

********Jumpmaster Bonus********

How are the Ballistic mounting screws padded when using the ACH for Airborne Operations?

   ***********AMO Bonus***********

Where can the reference for the requirements to be an Air Movement Control Officer or Noncommissioned Officer be found?

               *************************************

	   Reenlistment Tandems

SSG William Flemming

82D ABN DIV FREE FALL TEAM CHIEF


   
The All-American Free Fall Team is prepared to offer a Tandem Parachute jump as a reenlistment option for 1st term soldiers who reenlist PDA and remain in the 82D Airborne Division.  Troopers will have up to one year after their reenlistment date to complete their tandem jump. Tandem Jumping is a great way to experience the thrill of freefall skydiving with the safety of being attached to an expert parachutist.  If you choose to participate, some training will be required.  The entire event will only take a few hours of training to actually jump. Any questions, please contact your Battalion Reenlistment NCO or the All-American Freefall Team POC SSG Flemming at 910-396-2776.

  Here are the answers to last months quiz:

1.    How many girth hitches can be found on

       the parachute harness?    None

2.    What is the purpose of the five-foot universal     static line extension? When combined with the universal static line and the universal static line snap hook it allows the same parachute to be used on either the C130 and the C17 aircraft, ease of maintenance 

3.     How many jumpers may hook up to one anchor line cable in the C-17 aircraft.

        27 per outboard anchor line cable 

        24 per inboard anchor line cable
4. 
If the 1H1 fuel can contains residual fuel 

        or vapor must it be certified?   

        Yes, it must be certified

5. Which type cargo tie down device is unauthorized for air movement?

The CGU-1/A cargo tie down device

	Paratroopers desiring to take the Pre-test can find all testable nomenclature at the United States Army Advanced Airborne School website: WWW.BRAGG.ARMY.MIL/AAS.


The Master Jumpmaster Update is a periodic publication produced by the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School.  Please direct any comments or questions to the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School at 396-6581/9023.

	Commander
	CPT Beaudoin

	1SG
	1SG Hankins

	Jumpmaster Committee Chief

SFC Warner

	Tower Committee Chief

SFC Duchatelier

	AMO Committee Chief

SFC Williams

	Free Fall Activity Team Leader

SFC Beverly

	Free Fall Team Leader

SSG Fleming


                     ALL THE WAY!    
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