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UNIVERSAL STATIC LINE & UNIVERSAL STATIC LINE SNAP HOOK PROCEDURES: COMMANDER’S RESPONSIBILITIES

CPT DARREN K. JENNINGS

AAS COMMANDER

The Universal Static Line (USL) and the Universal Static Line (USL) Snap Hook will be fielded in September 2001 and the JMPI sequence for the USL and the USL Snap Hook must be implemented along with the jumper procedures for these new items of equipment. 

It is every Commander’s responsibility to ensure the new sequence is thoroughly understood by all JMs in their units and on their chalks. Jumpers under your command must be familiarized with their responsibility as jumpers when using this item of equipment.

This includes time for talk-throughs, demonstrations and practical applications under the unit’s Master Jumpmaster and Commander’s supervision until the tasks are executed to standard. It is critical that there be no confusion in the JMs mind as to how they will conduct JMPI on the new USL and USL Snap Hook.

Commanders will ensure that all JMs adhere to the following responsibilities:

1. JMs are fully aware of the versatility of the USL for all Air Force aircraft.

2. JMs fully understand the sequence for the USL and the USL Snap Hook.

3. JMs understand that they cannot replace or fix any deficiency found on the USL and the USL Snap Hook.

4. JMs must understand that the RIGGERS do provide the technical expertise for making changes to the USL for a change in aircraft. i.e. bumping from a C-130 to a C-17 and a deficiency with the USL extension or USL Snap Hook.

Commanders must also provide JMs with guidance to ensure that all the JMs are executing the correct procedure during JMPI.

 Commanders must ensure that all jumpers receive the proper training, and understand the proper procedures for disconnecting the USL Snap Hook from the top carrying handle on the reserve parachute and attaching it to the anchor line cable inside the aircraft.

All Commanders must use the resources provided to them. Ensure that the MJM receives the correct train-up needed for them to train-the-trainer. 

The Advanced Airborne School will be available for train-up for all units and their JMs at the Advanced Airborne School.

During the fielding process the Advanced Airborne School will provide Cadre at the departure airfield, prior to load time, for units that are jumping during that time frame to provide assistance.

UNIVERSAL STATIC LINE & UNIVERSAL STATIC LINE SNAP HOOK PROCEDURES: JUMPMASTER’S RESPONSIBILITIES

1SG DANIEL L. BENNETT

AAS 1SG

The current 15ft static line for the C-130/C-141/C-5, the 20ft static line for the C-17 and static line snap hook are being phased out and are being replaced by the USL and USL Snap Hook. 

The USL is more economical and combat effective for the division by enabling us to maintain only one type of static line in stock. The components can be replaced individually instead of having to replace the entire static line, deployment bag, and static line snap hook or in some cases, the main parachute.

 The versatility of the USL, as shown in figure 1 below, and USL Snap Hook, as shown in figure 2 below, allows us to accommodate any Air Force aircraft.  It is vital for the successful accomplishment of the division’s missions.
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                FIGURE 3

Two different types of static line, 15ft and 20ft static lines, will no longer be needed. The USL is a 15ft static line that can be combined with a 5ft USL extension to accommodate the C-17.(shown in figure 3) 

The riggers, prior to the user drawing the parachutes from the parachute issue facility, will make this addition to the USL if required. However, in the event that the user arrives at the departure airfield and they have parachutes configured for a C-130 and they are now using a C-17, the rigger can simply add the 5ft USL extension on the 15ft USL to accommodate the change in aircraft without switching out the entire parachute.  However, the rigger must re-stow the USL when changing the static line configurations. This situation will also be based upon available time for the chalk to meet Station Time.

JMPI procedures for the USL: (Ref. Edition 6 chapter 13 pg. 13-33) 

   JMs are required to modify their JMPI sequence to implement the procedures for the USL and the USL Snap Hook.


The USL Snap Hook spring opening gate will be inspected immediately as the JMs detach it from the right, outer static line stow bar and prior to routing the USL over the jumper’s shoulder.(shown in figure 4 below)  If there is a deficiency found on the USL Snap Hook, the parachute must be turned in or the USL Snap Hook replaced by a RIGGER ONLY. The JMs are not authorized to change out the USL Snap Hook.
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                         FIGURE 4

The USL green intermittent stitching must always face toward the Jumpmaster’s left and the jumper’s right. ALWAYS! (See figure 5 below). Form a fist around the USL Snap Hook with the right hand and hold it perpendicular to the reserve parachute. 
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                    FIGURE 5

Figure 6 below shows an improperly rigged USL girth hitch to the USL Snap Hook. The girth hitch must always face the jumper’s right, the Jumpmaster’s left.
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                  FIGURE 6

Open up your control hand, (shown in figure 7 below) girth hitch is on the jumper’s right, the JM’s left, so grasp the USL Snap Hook with the right hand and lay the back of your hand on the top of the reserve parachute. 
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                        FIGURE 7

Place the index finger (shown in figure 8 below) of your working hand next to the upper loop portion USL where it is girth hitched to the cut away portion, USL Snap Hook. 
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                     FIGURE 8

Ensure that the green intermittent stitch is facing away from the USL Snap Hook and that it is free from all cuts, tears, excessive frays, or burns. If the green intermittent stitch is facing toward the USL Snap Hook it is rigged improperly and makes the main parachute unserviceable. It must be turned in or replaced by a RIGGER ONLY. This is a major deficiency. The JMs are not authorized to fix or change the USL Snap Hook or the USL 5ft extension girth hitch as it is configured.

Trace down the USL Snap Hook until your index finger makes contact with the rivet pin. (shown in figure 9 below)
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    FIGURE 9

Ensure that the rivet pin is present and is not rusted, cracked or corroded. Trace down the universal static line snap hook to ensure it is not rusted, cracked, corroded or bent out of shape and the opening gate is facing toward the jumper. If any deficiencies are found, the USL Snap Hook is unserviceable and must be replaced by a RIGGER ONLY.

With your control hand, (Right Hand) hold the USL Snap Hook perpendicular (shown in figure 10 below) to the reserve parachute and form a fist around it just below the girth hitch. With the working hand, secure the upper loop portion, universal static line at the 4-inch stitch. Visually inspect the USL as it routes through the USL Snap Hook for burns, cut, or excessive frays.
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                           FIGURE 10

Then push in on the USL exposing the inside portion of the USL that is girth hitched to the USL Snap Hook. Visually inspect to ensure the inside portion, USL is not burned, cut or frayed. If any deficiency is found, the main parachute must be turned in. 

The Jumpmaster is not authorized to replace or fix any deficiency on the USL or USL Snap Hook.

Now the next portion of the sequence is a major change. If the USL is routed over the jumper’s left shoulder, with the thumb and index finger of your left hand form an “O” around the USL just above the USL Snap Hook. If the USL is routed over the jumper’s right shoulder, with the thumb and index finger of your right hand form an “O” around the USL just above the USL Snap Hook. 

This may seem strange to our JMs because you may have to change hands in the middle of the sequence. This is very different than the previous static line procedure.

Raise your working hand to the elbow locked position, issue the command of “TURN”. Once the jumper has stopped moving, insert the index finger or index finger and middle finger of your working hand under the USL, so your index finger makes contact with the thumb on your control hand. 

Trace the USL from your control hand to the first stow of static line, which should be on the right inner static line stow bar when, using a 15-foot USL.  When using the USL with the 5ft extension, the stow will be to the jumper’s left on the inner static line stow bar.

When using the 15-foot USL with the 5ft USL extension, JMs must ensure that the girth hitch is between the 9th and 10th stows on the pack tray. (shown in figure 11 below)
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                    FIGURE 11

If the girth hitch is not between the 9th and 10th stows, the USL is unserviceable and must be turned or can be restowed by a rigger only. A Jumpmaster cannot fix this deficiency. Prior to removing the USL Snap Hook from the right outer static line stow bar, the JM must inspect the girth hitch. 

Push in on the girth hitch and inspect the girth hitch (shown in figures 12 and 13 below) for any cuts, tears, burns, or excessive frays. If any deficiency is found, the main parachute is unserviceable and must be turned in. If the deficiency is on the 5ft USL extension a rigger can replace it, if time permits. 

[image: image12.jpg]



                    FIGURE 12
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                          FIGURE 13

Once the inspection is complete, JMs must pull the USL girth hitch taut once they are done with the inspection of the girth hitch.( shown in figure 14 below)
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FIGURE 14

When using the 20-foot USL, do not break the stow on the left inner static line stow bar. 

Trace the USL from your control hand to the first stow of the static line, which should be on the left inner static line stow bar. Using both hands, form a bight in the USL and route it from top to bottom through the static line slack retainer. 

Distinguishing deficiencies for the USL

Below are photos of webbing and how JMs must distinguish between fair wear on the USL webbing and wear that would cause the USL to be unserviceable.  Because of the durability of absorb edge webbing, minor abrasions are still serviceable.  Minor abrasions are visible on the surface of the USL and will appear to look “fuzzy”.  (figures 15 and 16 below)                                                                  [image: image15.jpg]



                                    FIGURE 15
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                   FIGURE 16

Static line webbings with major abrasions are unserviceable.  Major abrasions are visible when inner core fibers are pulled, or torn, through the surface of the webbing.  (shown in figures 17 and 18 below) This renders the static line unserviceable and it must be replaced or the parachute turned in.

JMs, a break in, or lack of, the intermittent stitch does NOT constitute a deficiency.
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                  FIGURE 17
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                    FIGURE 18

JMs must ensure that any deficiency noted during JMPI that is in question to consult with other JMs and riggers on the serviceability.  However, any deficiency that the JM feels is not safe, he/she can render that the item of equipment not be utilized.

A rigger can correct some deficiencies on the USL and USL Snap Hook if time permits.  JMs need to check with a rigger for corrections that can be made while the jumper is wearing the parachute. 


The Advanced Airborne School will have Cadre at the departure airfield prior to load time to provide assistance during the month of September 2001 once the USL is fielded. Also, we will provide periods of instruction at the Advanced Airborne School for JMs and JM teams.

UNIVERSAL STATIC LINE & UNIVERSAL STATIC LINE SNAP HOOK PROCEDURES: JUMPER’S RESPONSIBILITIES

SSG STEPHANIE BUFFALOE

AAS TOWER COMMITTEE CHIEF

Jumpers are required to understand and implement the procedures directed to them by the Commanders and Jumpmasters.

Jumpers will continue to inspect their main and reserve parachutes as required previously.  When inspecting the USL and the USL Snap Hook jumpers must check for the following:

1. The USL Snap Hook is present and not rusted, corroded or distorted. (There is no safety wire present on the USL Snap Hook)

2. The spring opening gate is operational and activates easily.

3. The USL is stowed properly and free of any obvious cuts or frays that may have been caused during transporting of the main parachute.

    4. If jumping the 20ft USL configuration, the girth hitch is in the middle of the last section of static line and free of any obvious damage.(as shown in figure 14 previous article)

Removing the USL Snap Hook from the top-carrying handle on the reserve parachute is different than the previous static line snap hook. Jumpers must ensure that the top-carrying handle passes through the first and second safety feature on the USL Snap Hook (shown in figures 1 and 2 below). Jumpers need to understand how to remove the USL snap hook without causing any delays when the command of “hook up” is given. This procedure must be practiced and stressed by JM Teams prior to mock door training.
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                   FIGURE 1
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                            FIGURE 2


The jumpers are key for this procedure to work correctly. It is the jumper’s responsibility to ensure they understand exactly how to disconnect the USL Snap Hook from the top carrying handle on the reserve parachute and hook up properly.


To attach the USL Snap Hook to the anchor line cable, ensure that the opening gate of the USL Snap Hook is facing the skin of the aircraft. Place the opening gate against the anchor line cable and pull down on the USL Snap Hook, it will automatic lock in place. (shown in figures 3 and 4 below)                                          [image: image21.jpg]



                                  FIGURE 3
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                                   FIGURE 4


Jumpers will, after receiving the jump command of “GO”, shuffle to the paratroop door. They will ensure they have 4 inches of static line in the hand and 2 inches of static line below the hand with their elbow high. The shuffle will continue until the jumper has reached the lead edge of the paratroop door. Once the jumper begins to shuffle, the static line control hand will immediately be positioned behind the pack tray of the jumper in front of them. This will provide the proper interval between jumpers prior to exit. As the jumper approaches the paratroop door, they will maintain eye-to-eye contact with the safety until the safety has taken control of the static line from the jumpers. Jumpers will then exit as normal.


A limited number of dummy parachutes with the USL will be available from the DPO office. Also, a limited number of USLs are available. They must be signed out on a temporary basis for JM and/or jumper training. 

The Master Jumpmaster Update is a periodic publication produced by the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School.  Please direct any comments or questions to the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School at 396-6581/9023. (DSN Prefix: 236-XXXX)

Commander

CPT Jennings

  1SG

  
1SG Bennett

Jumpmaster Committee Chief

SFC Hankins

Tower Committee Chief

SSG Buffaloe, S.

AMO Committee Chief

SFC Buffaloe, C.

ALL THE WAY!
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This is the JM view. The girth hitch is to the jumper’s left, the JM’s right. This is not correct and must be fixed.


























PAGE  
1

_979111271

