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	WHAT IS A SNAP SHACKLE LOWERING LINE?

SSG William Truelove

JUMPMASTER INSTRUCTOR


Have you ever been down at a Departure Airfield and heard someone talking about the Snap Shackle Lowering Line?  Ever wonder what it was and who can use it?  The Snap Shackle Lowering Line is designed the same as the Hook Pile Tape Lowering Line with the exception that the ejector snap has been replaced with two snap shackles and two white safety lanyards.  The Snap Shackle Lowering Line consists of an Opening Gate; a Torsion Spring; a Swivel Eye; and a White Safety Lanyard.  The snap shackle has a rated capacity of 4,000 LBS.  There is a long snap shackle (lanyard is 10 inches with hook tape) and a short snap shackle (lanyard is 5 inches with pile tape).

The Snap Shackle Lowering Line is a modification made by the 82D ABN DIV riggers.  SSG Bishop who was an AAS Instructor in 1994 designed and helped tested it with the test directorate.  The Snap Shackle Lowering Line was designed for RTOs and Medical Personnel jumping extremely heavy equipment.   The Snap Shackle Lowering Line prevents a jumper from accidentally jettisoning their equipment by having two points of attachment to the parachute harness.  

The Snap Shackle Lowering Line attaches to the ALICE Pack the same way as the Hook Pile Tape Lowering Line with a girth hitch to the equipment retainer straps.  Secure the snap shackles through the one ply reinforced nylon webbing and the main body of the M1950 Weapons Case from front to rear as worn by the jumper.  Then secure the short snap shackle to one of three places. The triangle link on the T-10C improved parachute harness, the accessory attaching ring on the lowering line adapter web, or on the left D-ring as the outer most item of equipment. The Long Snap Shackle is attached to the left D-ring as the outer most item of equipment.   Ensure that the opening gates are facing away from the jumper’s body.  Then secure both white safety lanyards.

	INSPECTING YOUR SOLDIER’S EQUIPMENT

SSG Jason D. McLoud

JUMPMASTER INSTRUCTOR


It is a leader’s responsibility to inspect all of their soldiers equipment. No matter if a leader is Jumpmaster qualified or not a leader should know the proper inspection of the Ballistic Helmet and the ALICE pack.


The ballistic helmet is designed to protect the jumpers head and is available in 5 sizes, extra-small, small, medium, large, and extra-large. The entire outer rim of the helmet shell must be inspected for any sharp or protruding edges that may cut or fray the jumpers universal static line upon exiting the aircraft. If any sharp or protruding edges are found pad and tape the outer rim of the helmet shell.


Located inside the helmet shell is the Modified Suspension Band with Drawstring and Adjustable Tab.  It is designed to prevent head to helmet contact and when properly adjusted, it will provide approximately a 1/2 inch space between the jumpers head and the crown of the helmet shell. Attached to the Modified Suspension Band with Drawstring and Adjustable Tab is the Modified Headband. The modified headband is designed to prevent head to helmet contact. 


To properly fit the modified headband to the jumper’s head, you must place the smooth leather side against the jumper’s skin, with the adjustable tab to the rear of the jumper’s head.  Then adjust the adjustable tab to provide a snug but comfortable fit. Then attach the Modified  Headband to the Modified Suspension Band with Drawstring and Adjustable Tab, ensuring that the smooth leather side is against the jumper’s skin, the six securing tabs are attached to the pile tabs located on the Modified Suspension Band with Drawstring and Adjustable Tab, and the adjustable tab is to the rear of the helmet shell.  If securing the headband to the suspension band with drawstring and adjustable tab ensure that the opening gates of the attaching clips are facing towards the outer rim of the helmet shell and the adjusting buckle with tape to the rear of the helmet shell. 


Utilized to secure the ballistic helmet to the jumper’s head is the Chinstrap.  The chinstrap consists of a Long Continuous Portion Chinstrap which must be worn under the jumper’s chin and the Short Sewn Portion Chinstrap which must be worn across the front of the jumper’s chin. The long continuous portion chinstrap is properly routed through the adjusting buckle and it is not cut, torn, frayed or reversed. The short sewn portion chinstrap must be inspected to ensure it is not cut, torn, frayed, reversed, or dry-rotted. Utilized as the point of attachment for the chinstrap is the pull the dot fastener with tab. The pull the dot fastener with tab must be inspected to ensure it is a serviceable pull the dot fastener with tab. The nylon portion should not be cut, torn or frayed. Inspect the adjusting buckles to ensure they are not bent, distorted out of shape, rusted, cracked or corroded, and the nylon portion is not cut, torn, or frayed. Securing the chinstrap to the helmet are the locking nuts, ensure they are present and securely tightened down.


The Modified foam impact pad has a 2 and 1/2 inch reversed U shaped slot located in the center. The foam impact pad and the Modified foam impact pad are the only two interchangeable items on the ballistic helmet, in order to utilize the foam impact pad with the modified suspension band with drawstring and adjustable tab you must extend the 1 inch reversed U shaped slot by 1/2 inch in length


Insure that all of the A-nuts are facing towards the outer rim of the helmet shell, also ensure the A-nuts are not rusted, cracked or corroded.


If a head harness is secured to the ballistic helmet, it must be completely taped with tape, pressure sensitive, adhesive, olive cloth, and the existing ½ inch mounting screw must be replaced with the 5/8 inch mounting screw.


When inspecting the ALICE pack rigged with the HSPR. First, inspect the snap hooks of the adjustable D-ring attaching straps to ensure they are not bent, distorted out of shape, rusted, cracked or corroded. Trace down the black intermittent stitch to ensure it is not cut, torn or frayed. You must also ensure that they have not been misrouted behind the frame of the ALICE pack. When you encounter the triangle link, inspect it to ensure it is not bent, distorted out of shape, rusted, cracked or corroded.


Inspect to ensure the white attaching loop is routed from bottom to top through the triangle link, the green attaching loop is routed from bottom to top through the white attaching loop, the red attaching loop is routed from bottom to top through the green attaching loop and through the grommet in the female portion leg strap release assembly, and the release handle cable is routed through the red attaching loop and into the cable loop retainer. 


Next we will inspect the release handle assembly. Inspect the release handle to ensure it is routed through the release handle cross strap and the release handle cable has also been routed through the release handle cross strap. Then pull down on the release handle lanyard to ensure it is secured to the release handle and is not twisted. You will then trace down the equipment retainer straps ensuring they are not twisted, cut, torn or frayed. Also ensure the outer accessory pouches have been filled with non-fragile items of equipment. Continue to trace the equipment retainer straps until they disappear behind the envelope cushion portion. Ensure the equipment retainer straps have been properly routed underneath the tubular portion of the ALICE pack frame, underneath the envelope cushion portion, and on to the rear of the ALICE pack and they are not twisted. Continue the trace of the equipment retainer straps, as you do so, inspect the HPT lowering line to insure it has been properly girth hitched to the X-configuration and is routed North to South or South to North never East to West. Inspect the quick releases to ensure they are indeed quick releases and they are no less than 2 and no more than 3 fingers in length. Insure that the equipment retainer straps are secured by retainer bands or masking tape, one or the other never both and there is no preferred method. Now tug on the shoulder carrying straps to ensure they are properly secured to the ALICE pack frame, now inspect the S-folds to ensure they are secured with retainer bands or masking tape one or the other never both and there is no preferred method.  


Next you will inspect the HPT lowering line to ensure it has been properly secured to the HSPR. First inspect the girth hitch to ensure it has been properly secured to the X-configuration on the rear of the ALICE pack. Trace down the HPT lowering line until you encounter that first hook pile tab modification, ensure it is present and securing the S-folds inside the retainer flap. Trace down the retainer flap ensuring at least 50% of the hook pile tape is securing the retainer flap closed. Also ensure the HPT lowering line has been secured to the tubular portion of the ALICE pack frame by means of retainer bands one above and one below the horizontal frame support. When you encounter that second hook pile tab modification, ensure it is securing the S-folds of the HPT lowering line inside the retainer flap. Continue to inspect the HPT lowering line until you encounter the ejector snap. Insure that the yellow safety lanyard is present and the ejector snap is not bent or distorted out of shape and it is not rusted, cracked or corroded and there is nothing present that would prevent it from properly seating.

A proper inspection of these items of equipment by a soldiers first line supervisor can save the Jumpmaster team valuable time while at Pre-Jump or JMPI. 
     
	ORGANIZING THE TEAM AIR  

SSG Miguel A. Erazo

AIR MOVEMENT OPERATIONS INSTRUCTOR


As the Task Force S-3 Air Officer or Non-Commissioned Officer just having a Team Air is not enough, you must know how and where to use them. Placing your AMO personnel in the right locations is the key to a successful outload. The Team Air should go into action as soon as the Unit is notified of the outload, or mission assumption. It is not realistic to think that one person “The almighty S-3 Air” can do it all. 

The Team air can be implemented at the unit level when preparing for the ORS inspection. The Task Force’s S-3 Airs should have enough AMO representatives and the materials needed to cover all slice elements and the main task force. This means one AMO representative for each slice element, and then at least one for each line company in the task force with at least the necessary labels and forms needed to perform their duties and correct any mistakes. This gives the S-3 Air overall coverage of the deploying unit. Once the unit moves to the Central Loading Area Control Center, (CLACC), for the ORS inspection, the S-3 Air now has an AMO qualified person for each element. They can make on the spot corrections of any deficiencies found.

The Heavy Drop Rig Site (HDRS) is another location to implement the Team Air concept.  An AMO qualified soldier should be assigned for each lane that the HDRS is using. This serves as a last minute correction station for any deficiencies that were missed. Ensure there is an AMO representative from each of the deploying units present to make any changes necessary and to supervise the preparation of their vehicles and equipment. Another major problem is improperly marked ballast boxes. Units expect their S-3 Airs to do it alone. If each lane has an AMO representative, then little problems like these can be stopped before they frustrate your cargo. This provides supervision for the details and allows the S-3 Air to move on to other things. After leaving the HDRS equipment moves move to the Arrival Departure Airfield Control Group, this is where the S-3 Air should be.

The S-3 Air should not be expected to fill out and sign all of the Shippers Declaration for Dangerous Goods, but instead be charged with the reviewing of them to insure that they are filled out correctly. Each unit should have their representative follow their vehicles and equipment to the ADACG with SDDG’s, and LOGMAR labels in hand, already filled out and signed. This will cut down on the mistakes made and the frustrating of cargo.  This may seem like an excessive number of personnel. But if all AMO representatives follow their assigned vehicles and equipment all the way through the outload process, the numbers eventually drop and you develop continuity. Each AMO will be familiar with what is on their unit’s vehicles and minimize the mistake of hidden hazards. 

Even with all of these suggestions it is still your decision and responsibility as the, AMCO’s and AMO’s out there, to fine tune your Team Air to your needs. You will have to try several different techniques until you find one that works for your unit. Feel free to call the AMO Committee for assistance when setting up your Team Air or if you find a system that works.   You may contact us to the Advanced Airborne School at 396-2420.

	Reenlistment Tandems

SFC Tommy Sullivan

82ND ABN DIV FREE FALL TEAM LEADER


The All-American Free Fall Team is prepared to offer a Tandem Parachute jump as a reenlistment option for 1st term soldiers who reenlist PDA and remain in the 82d Airborne Division.  Troopers will have up to one year after their reenlistment date to complete their tandem jump. 

Tandem Jumping is a great way to experience the thrill of freefall skydiving with the safety of being attached to an expert parachutist.  If you choose to participate, some training will be required.  The entire event will only take a few hours of training to actually jump. Any questions, please contact your Battalion Reenlistment NCO or the All-American Freefall Team POC SFC Sullivan at 910-396-2776.

	Learn to Free-Fall!!

SFC Neal Beverly

82ND ABN DIV FREE FALL MANAGER


First Jump Courses are held the first Tuesday of each month and continue through Friday from 1800 to 2100, and SKYDIVE on Saturday at RAEFORD DZ.  Call 396-9989 and reserve your slot 

TODAY!

Initial fee is $200.00 and includes:

$138.50 Training Fee

$25 For Annual Membership 82d Freefall Activity

$10 Monthly Dues

$11 for 45 day United States Parachuting Association Membership

$9 for Logbook

$6.50 for goggles

Students pay for jumps as they go.  The following are the jumps required for free fall progression and their cost:

Lift Fees:

5-Static Lines at 3500 ft.

$12.00 ea.

1-5 sec free falls at 3500 ft.
$12.00 ea.

2-10 sec free falls at 4500ft 
$12.00 ea.

2-15 sec free falls at 5500 ft
$12.00 ea.

2-30 sec free falls at 12,500 ft
$18.00 ea.

3-45 sec free falls at 12,500 ft
$18.00 ea.

Gear rental is $15.00 a day and $25.00 a weekend.

	Paratroopers desiring to take the Pre-test can find all testable nomenclature at the Advanced Airborne School website: WWW.BRAGG.ARMY.MIL/AAS.


	JUMPMASTER’S INPUT WANTED


Do you have a better idea, a unique experience, or a good technique that you would like to share with the rest of the Airborne Community?   If so, you are encouraged to write and submit an article to this publication for consideration.  

The Deadline for the next month’s MJM Update is the Wednesday of the last week of the month.  Submit a paper copy and 3.5” disk containing your submission to the Advanced Airborne School or e-mail the article to us at our web site above.

“To all former Black Hats currently at Fort Bragg or within the Fayetteville area, contact the Advanced Airborne School in reference to a celebration to welcome our new instructors” POC SFC Warner 396-2420/6581/9023.
	ASK A JUMPMASTER


To test your JM knowledge, and stimulate conversation about airborne procedures, we will periodically publish a short quiz with questions that relate to or are about airborne procedures.  Most questions will be from the ASOP and other airborne manuals. Some of the questions may require some imagination in researching or finding out the answer.  The answers will be published in the subsequent newsletter.  Good luck and if you get stuck, ask a Jumpmaster.

1.  What is the exchange ratio for paperboard honeycomb on a SMJP?

2.  What is the currency after completing the Air Transportation of Hazardous Materials Course?

3.  What is the difference between the BA-18 and the BA-22 Parachutes?

4.  What FM do you refer to in order to find the amount of energy dissipating material for A-Series Containers?

5.  What are the proper marking and labeling requirements for fuel cans?

     *********Black Hat Bonus***********

   
When jumping under artic conditions, how are the snow shoes attached to the parachute harness?

Here are the answers to last month’s quiz:

[image: image3.wmf]1.  What are the currency requirements for   performing the duties of the DZSTL? Must assist a current qualified DZSTL at least twice and must perform DZSTL duties once every 180 days.

2.  If Air dropping fuel Blivets, who must be notified in the event of a spill for emergency soil recovery?  Emergency Response Number 1(800) 851-8061

3.  When jumping the Dragon Missile Jump Pack how is the D-ring secured to the launcher aft end bridle-securing strap? Utilizing an “X” configuration tie constructed of one turn double 1.4” cotton webbing.

4.  Is it acceptable for a Jumpmaster to perform JMPI on a jumper after he/she has just rigged that jumper? Yes, there are two different inspections.

5.  What is the maximum weight of a 463L pallet that is placed in pallet position #5 on a C130 Hercules Aircraft? The maximum weight for pallet position #5 is 8,500  LBS

********Black Hat Bonus***********

If you are performing duties as a safety and your jumpmaster falls out of the aircraft during one of his/her clears-to-the-rear, what should you do? Conduct a towed jumper check, return the door back to the loadmaster, notify the navigator to mark the position and return back to the departure airfield.

The Master Jumpmaster Update is a periodic publication produced by the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School.  Please direct any comments or questions to the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School at 396-6581/9023.

Commander

      CPT Beaudoin

1SG

  
   1SG Bennett

Jumpmaster Committee Chief

MSG Hankins

Tower Committee Chief

SFC Buffaloe, S.

AMO Committee Chief

SFC Buffaloe, C.

Free Fall Team Leader

SFC Sullivan

   ALL THE WAY!
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