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	THE SAFETY KIT

SFC Felix Serra

JUMPMASTER INSTRUCTOR


The safety kit, if properly supplied, will help correct any last minute deficiencies at the departure airfield or on board the aircraft. The safety kit should contain items of equipment regularly utilized for an airborne operation. It also should be equipped with the common tools used to repair or replace items of equipment that have become damaged, broken, cut, frayed, dry rotted, or simply unserviceable. 

The safety kit should have several items of equipment some more than others. It will assist you more at the unit area and the departure field than in flight and after flight. The safety kit should be cared for like an individual weapon. If not available that unit’s ability to conduct a safe airborne operation may be jeopardized. The safety kit should be re-stocked after every airborne operation to ensure it is ready to safely conduct the next airborne operation.

Below are some items you may consider storing in your unit’s safety kit. Keep in mind; some of these items are not mandatory, but could enhance the safety of your unit’s airborne operation.

Shoe Tags                                       50                              

A-Nuts                                             20                   

Attaching Clips


    10

Parachutist retention strap               5                 

Modified Headband

     5


Headband


     5

Modified Foam Impact Pad              4                     

Foam Impact Pad                             4                       

Chinstrap Complete                          10                      

Suspension Band with Drawstring

And adjustable Tab                            5             

Modified Suspension Band with

Drawstring and Adjustable Tab         5                                  

Locking Nuts                                     20         

5/8 inch Mounting Screw                  20         

½ inch Mounting Screws                  20         

Quick Release Snap                        2           

Adjustable D-Ring Attaching Strap   4        

Modified HPT Lowering Line            1        

HPT Lowering Line                           3         

Type 1 Retainer Bands                     1Box       

Type 64 Retainer Bands                   1Box                 

Masking Tape                                   1Roll                 

Felt Tip Markers                                3                

Pocket Knife                                      1                

Flat-Tip Screwdriver                          2              

Pliers                                                 1                 

Mini Mag-Lite                                    1              

Adhesive Labels                               200                

¼” Cotton Webbing                         1Roll                 

Type II or III Nylon Webbing           10 Ft.                

½” Tubbular Nylon Webbing           10 Ft.                  

* Note: Tailor your safety kit to your units combat equipment. 

	IS IT SERVICIABLE?

SGT David Paradis 

JUMPMASTER INSTRUCTOR


On a large package jump, a  paratrooper draws an M1950 weapons case. He notices that the lift fastener is unserviceable, but instead of conferring with a Jumpmaster, he just throws it to the side without marking it and draws another one.  

This scenario is seen constantly at the departure airfield during most airborne operations. We as Jumpmasters are failing to teach the serviceability criteria for the M1950 weapons case to our jumpers. We also need to stress to the jumpers that if they think an item of equipment is unserviceable, they must show it to a Jumpmaster for the final decision.When the jumper draws an M1950 weapons case, they should conduct an overall inspection. They need to ensure that there are no large holes, rips, or tears in the M1950 weapons case, especially where the muzzle of the weapon will be placed. Next they need to inspect the slide fastener and tab thong to ensure that it secures all the way up and that there are no more than three broken teeth in a row. They also need to ensure that a tab thong is present. If the lift fastener is unserviceable it does not make the M1950 weapons case unserviceable, because the tab thong can be secured with the upper tie down tape.Next, the jumper should ensure that there is an upper tie down tape present. If it missing it can be replaced by a piece of ¼ inch cotton webbing approximately the length of the M1950 weapons case. Next, the jumper should ensure that the adjusting strap is present and that it is free of any cuts or frays, and the adjusting strap connectors are present and not severely bent. Finally, the jumper needs to ensure that the type XVIII cotton webbing securing the quick release link and the V-ring are free of any cuts or frays. If the M1950 weapons case is to be jumped as a single item of equipment, the lift fastener on the lowering line stow pocket and the lower tie down strap must be present and serviceable.  If the jumper has the nylon M1950 weapons case, it is the same inspection as the M1950 weapons case with the addition of ensuring that there is a horizontal piece of type XIII nylon webbing sewn just above the V-ring. If the jumper has any deficiencies in their equipment, they need to confer with a Jumpmaster to determine its serviceability. If the Jumpmaster deems it unserviceable, it needs to be marked with a deficiency tag so that the riggers know why that item of equipment is not being utilized. This quick inspection will save time during JMPI at the departure airfield and by marking unserviceable equipment it will assist the parachute riggers in repairing it and getting it back in service.

	The C-130 Hulk Trainer

SFC Felix Serra

Jumpmaster Instructor


Need a good idea for Sergeant’s time or for Unit Jumpmaster training?  Pope AFB has a fully operational C-130 Hulk, housed in a building, specifically used to train Loadmasters.  The aircraft has working paratroop doors, cargo ramp and a full compliment of troop seats.   It is available for Army units to use and is a great training tool.  The point of contact at Pope AFB to schedule the facility is TSGT INIGUEZ at 394-7665/7135/7152. 

	MYTHS ABOUT AIR MOVEMENT OPERATIONS
SSG(P) Robert Williams

AMO Instructor



During the past three months the AMO committee has received numerous calls about issues such as AMO recertification, ORS pre-inspections and authorized modes of certification. In the course of this update all of the myths and rumors about these issues will be resolved.


AMO recertification is often a misunderstood subject. In previous years an AMO recertification course was conducted quarterly to allow uncurrent AMCOs to recertify, however many of the students did not perform the duties over the period of their currency therefore their skills and knowledge as an AMCO perished and they could not keep up with the pace of the curriculum. Because of this reoccurring trend among the majority of the students it was deemed that the recertification would simply become a test administered in the same format as the normal course test. By doing this AMCOs who perform duties on a regular basis can simply coordinate with the cadre to take the recertification test. If the individual passes the exam he or she will be issued a new AMO form 9 for currency.


The Operational Readiness Survey is a diagnostic tool used by the commander to assess the deployment readiness of his unit, however many units often miss the AMO training opportunity that the ORS can provide them. The AMO committee will provide units a pre-inspection prior to their ORS as long as the unit coordinates with the AMO committee at least two weeks prior to their ORS date. Personnel who need to be present at the pre-inspection are the unit AMCOs as well as the key leaders. AMO cadre will discuss and demonstrate the proper procedures for the inspection and documentation of all equipment offered for military air shipment. The requesting unit must provide the equipment that they desire to be trained on. Units can also request an AMO breakfast and an AMO cadre member will come to the unit and discussed any new and upcoming information that will affect Air Movement Operations.


The next issue that will be addressed is the mode of transportation that the AMO course will allow you to certify. As we all know AMO stands for Air Movement Operations and the stress is on the word AIR. Once you become a graduate of the AMO course your commander will place you on additional duty orders. You are only authorized to certify hazardous materials by military air. In the event that your unit needs you to certify hazardous materials by sea, rail or land you must attend one of the courses outlined in attachment 25 of the TM 38-250. The XVIII Airborne Corps sponsors several DOD HAZMAT courses yearly. In the event you want to attend that course you need to contact the Corps schools NCO.


The AMO committee is currently located in bldg A-1917 on Taylor St. anyone needing assistance with Air Movement Operations should come by or call the Advanced Airborne School.  

	Reenlistment Tandems

SFC Neal Beverly

82ND ABN DIV FREE FALL TEAM 


The All-American Free Fall Team is prepared to offer a Tandem Parachute jump as a reenlistment option for 1st term soldiers who reenlist PDA and remain in the 82d Airborne Division.  Troopers will have up to one year after their reenlistment date to complete their tandem jump. Tandem Jumping is a great way to experience the thrill of freefall skydiving with the safety of being attached to an expert parachutist.  If you choose to participate, some training will be required.  The entire event will only take a few hours of training to actually jump. Any questions, please contact your Battalion Reenlistment NCO or the All-American Freefall Team POC  at 910-396-2776.

	Learn to Free-Fall!!

SFC Neal Beverly

82ND ABN DIV FREE FALL TEAM


First Jump Courses are held the first Tuesday of each month and continue through Friday from 1800 to 2100, and SKYDIVE on Saturday at RAEFORD DZ.  Call 396-9989 and reserve your slot TODAY!

Initial fee is $200.00 and includes:

$138.50 Training Fee

$25 For Annual Membership 82d Freefall Activity

$10 Monthly Dues

$11 for 45 day United States Parachuting Association Membership

$9 for Logbook

$6.50 for goggles

Students pay for jumps as they go.  The following are the jumps required for free fall progression and their cost:

Lift Fees:

5-Static Lines at 3500 ft.

$12.00 ea.

1-5 sec free falls at 3500 ft.
$12.00 ea.

2-10 sec free falls at 4500ft 
$12.00 ea.

2-15 sec free falls at 5500 ft
$12.00 ea.

2-30 sec free falls at 12,500 ft
$18.00 ea.

3-45 sec free falls at 12,500 ft
$18.00 ea.

Gear rental is $15.00 a day and $25.00 a weekend.
	Paratroopers desiring to take the Pre-test can find all testable nomenclature at the Advanced Airborne School website: WWW.BRAGG.ARMY.MIL/AAS.


	JUMPMASTER’S INPUT WANTED


Do you have a better idea, a unique experience, or a good technique that you would like to share with the rest of the Airborne Community?   If so, you are encouraged to write and submit an article to this publication for consideration.  

The Deadline for the next month’s MJM Update is the Wednesday of the last week of the month.  Submit a paper copy and 3.5” disk containing your submission to the Advanced Airborne School or e-mail the article to us at our web site above.

	ASK A JUMPMASTER


To test your JM knowledge, and stimulate conversation about airborne procedures, we will periodically publish a short quiz with questions that relate to or are about airborne procedures.  Most questions will be from the ASOP and other airborne manuals.  Some of the questions may require some imagination in researching or finding out the answer.  The answers will be published in the subsequent newsletter.  Good luck and if you get stuck, ask a Jumpmaster.

1.  What are the Jumpmaster’s actions upon identifying a towed parachutist?

2. What are the three safety features of the quick release assembly on the A-21 Cargo Bag?

3. Who are the three personnel utilized to jump the 60MM Mortar Weapons System?

4. When moving 22 passengers on Air Force aircraft is it necessary to have a baggage pallet?

5. As a certified load planner is it necessary to be concerned with the lateral balance of the aircraft?

6. What is the maximum amount of passengers that can be carried on the KC-10A EXTENDER in the CODE D configuration?

   *********Blackhat  Bonus***********
 What does MOLLE stands for?

Here are the answers to last month’s quiz:

1. Who is the only member of the DZSO party that does not have to convoy out to the drop zone when they leave the unit area? The Surgeon or Physicians Assistant.

2. What is an expansion of the Air Letter? The Jumpmaster Packet.

3. What is the rate of descent for the T-10D Parachute with a suspended weight of 250 pounds? 18 feet per second.

4.  What is the only authorized method for shipping bulk flammable liquid fuel during a chapter 3 move? In 500 gallon collapsible fuel blivets.

5.  Under what provisions may captured ammunition or ammunition with unknown characteristics be transported on military aircraft?  Under Attachment 5.5 of TM38-250.

       *********Blackhat  Bonus***********
What is the proper nomenclature of the 2 silver balls on the cable loop? Steel swaged ball.

The Master Jumpmaster Update is a periodic publication produced by the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School.  Please direct any comments or questions to the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School at 396-6581/9023.

 Commander

      CPT Beaudoin
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Jumpmaster Committee Chief
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SFC Buffaloe, S.
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