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	DUTIES OF THE DZSO;

DON’T BE UNPREPARED
SSG Frederick O. Yates

JUMPMASTER INSTRUCTOR


The DZSO is the primary representative of the Airborne Commander on the drop zone and is solely responsible for the safe and efficient operation of the drop zone. Prior to any individual assuming the duties of the DZSO or the assistant DZSO, they must ensure that they meet all necessary requirements for currency and qualification. 

To perform the duties of the DZSO the individual must be a current jumpmaster in the rank of SSG or above for airborne operations involving 1 to 4 aircraft. For airborne operations involving 5 or more aircraft the individual must be in the rank of SFC or higher. The individual must also be an advanced rated parachutist, however, this requirement may be waived for field grade officers. To become current the individual must assist a current DZSO at least twice and receive hands on training with a wind speed indicator IAW 82D ABN DIV ASOP, Edition 6, Chapter 15. 

 To perform the duties of the assistant DZSO the individual must be in the rank of CPL or above and a current   jumpmaster. (This is a misprint in our ASOP)  The individual must also receive hands on training with the wind speed indicator.  

The DZSO party will consist of a variety of individuals and equipment depending on the nature of the airborne operation. Road guards will be required and must be placed at all high-speed avenues of approach to the drop zone.  A ladder detail is required for all airborne operations on Fort Bragg or Camp Mackall. A boat detail is required for all airborne operations conducted within 1000 meters of a water obstacle greater than 4 feet deep. 

The Malfunction Officer must be a current and qualified rigger in the rank of CPL or above. 

A medical coverage team will be required. The Senior Medic must be in the rank of SGT or above unless EMT qualified. For airborne operations involving 500 or more total jumpers or 241 jumpers on a single pass a Surgeon or a Physicians Assistant is required IAW 82D ABN DIV ASOP, Edition 6, Chapter 7.  

The DZSO must make prior coordination to ensure all supporting units and agencies are properly briefed and capable of supplying the necessary personnel and, or equipment. 

The DSZO must also make face-to-face contact with the Airborne Commander for all airborne operations for which the DZSO is responsible. This face-to-face contact is very important and allows the DZSO and the Airborne Commander to develop a plan of action for conducting business on the drop zone. 

The day of the airborne operation, NLT 3 hours prior to drop time, the DZSO will receive a briefing from a GLO representative. It is suggested that after this briefing you link up with your entire DZSO party; verify that all personnel are present and conduct an inspection of all equipment, ensuring it is both serviceable and capable of performing its intended task. Ensure that you have back up batteries on hand for all battery-operated equipment. NLT 1 hour prior to drop time the DZSO and the entire DZSO party must be present on the drop zone. 

Upon arrival at the drop zone the DZSO will contact range control and open the drop zone. For airborne operations on Camp Mackall, the drop zone will be opened through Mackall tower during duty hours. After duty hours it will be opened through range control. 

The DZSO will also locate STS/DZSTL to discuss the airborne operation and conduct a reconnaissance of the drop zone for any safety hazards. The DZSO will also brief and position the DZSO party.

NLT 15 min prior to drop time, the DZSO will co-locate with the DZSLT/STS and position the assistant DZSO at the highest point on the drop zone to obtain good wind readings. If the STS team is located at the highest point on the drop zone, the assistant DZSO may be placed anywhere on the drop zone as necessary to obtain good wind readings. The DZSO will start taking wind readings at approximately 12 minutes prior to drop time and continue until the last jumper has landed.
NLT 5-min prior to drop time the DZSO will contact range control for final drop clearance. The DZSO is responsible for ensuring that no unauthorized vehicles are located at the PPI, that all vehicles have engines running and drivers are behind the steering wheel and that no vehicles are moving on the drop zone while the aircraft is in sight. At no time during the airborne operation will the DZSO leave the PPI for any reason. If there are any events that require the presence of the DZSO party, have the Assistant DZSO address any emergencies or events that may arise. 

 Upon completion of the airborne operation, the DZSO will ensure that all jumpers have been treated, released or evacuated. The Airborne commander will release the DZSO from the drop zone once all personnel have been accounted for. The DZSO will be released from all his duties and responsibilities by the DACO.

 As the DZSO you play a very integral part in the overall safety of jumpers during an airborne operation, therefore it is imperative that you review and become familiar with all the duties and responsibilities of the DZSO as prescribed in the 82D ABN DIV ASOP.

	RIGGING OF THE AT-4 JUMP PACK

SSG Matthew D. Dumas

JUMPMASTER INSTRUCTOR


As a Jumpmaster you must be highly knowledgeable in the proper rigging of the AT-4 jump pack so that the weapon system may be safely delivered to the drop zone. 

The AT-4 jump pack is a special item of equipment, therefore it should be rigged 24 hours prior to manifest call, however, and it must be rigged no later than 1 hour prior to manifest call. Prior to rigging the AT-4 jump pack you must conduct a technical inspection of the equipment that will be utilized to jump the AT-4 and the jumpers individual weapon. You are now ready to rig the AT-4 jump pack.

Rotate the AT-4 jump pack over so that the ¼ thick felt pad is facing skyward. Remove all twist from the side securing straps. Place the AT-4 into the pack body with the launcher forward end secured in the launcher forward end bridle, with the sling facing down. Rotate the portion of the pack body over that has the rifle muzzle pocket and the rifle butt pocket sewn to it.

The only weapons that may be jumped in the AT-4 jump pack are the M16 series rifle or the M4 carbine. If a blank adapter is present it must be removed. 

During combat a 20 round magazine can be jumped in the magazine well with no rounds chambered; or a 30 round magazine may be taped to the sling of the weapon. However during peacetime, no ammunition will be placed inside the AT-4 jump pack.

 If the M4 carbine is being jumped inside the AT-4 jump pack the front sight assembly must be padded and taped and the butt stock must be fully elongated.

 Ensure that the weapon is placed inside the rifle muzzle pocket in the same manner as the stencil, if the stencil is missing, ensure that the carrying handle of the weapon is facing to the inside of the pack body. 

Rotate the other portion of the pack body over and secure the side securing straps to their appropriate friction adapters. 

Tighten down all four side-securing straps and incorporate a quick release fold; secure the quick release fold utilizing masking tape or retainer bands. 

Now position the AT-4 jump pack so the launcher aft end is facing sky ward. At this time you will secure the polyurethane shock absorber and one piece of 7-inch by 7-inch paperboard honeycomb.

 If the polyurethane shock absorber is missing it may be replaced with two pieces of 7-inch by 7-inch paperboard honeycomb for a total of three. The piece of 7-inch by 7-inch paperboard honeycomb will be placed on top of the polyurethane shock absorber. 

Rotate the launcher aft end-securing strap, with the permanently sewn strap keeper over the paper board honeycomb and secure it to its friction adapter and remove the slack. Secure the other launcher aft end securing strap and route it through the permanently sewn strap keeper; then, secure it to its friction adapter and remove the slack.  Tighten down on both launcher aft end-securing straps evenly.  Then roll the free running ends, hand over hand, and secure with a sufficient length of 1/4 inch cotton webbing tied with a single loop or double looped bowknot. 

 
Rotate the AT-4 Jump Pack over so the launcher forward end bridle is facing skyward.  Route the launcher forward securing straps under the launcher forward end bridle, and secure it to its friction adapter.  Once again, do not incorporate a quick release.  Tighten down on the launcher forward end securing strap and roll the free running end hand over hand, and secure it with a sufficient length of 1/4 inch cotton webbing tied with a single loop or double looped bow knot.  

Route the quick release link through the D-ring and attach the quick release snap.  Ensure that the opening gate, snap fastener, quick release snap is facing away from the pack body.

At the 20-minute time warning the safety will attach the AT-4 jump pack to the jumper. Prior to the safety attaching the AT-4 jump pack to the jumper a technical inspection will be conducted. The technical inspection is conducted to insure that no deficiencies have been created in the equipment as the jumper moved to the aircraft.

The AT-4 jump pack is attached to the jumper by securing the quick release snap to the left D-ring as the outer most item of equipment, ensuring that the opening gate of the snap fastener is facing towards the jumper. The upper tie down tape will be routed around the main lift web, below the chest strap and secured with a single loop or a double loop bowknot. The ejector snap of the modified hook pile tape lowering line will be secured to the accessory attaching ring on the lowering line adapter web, the triangle link, or the left D-ring as the outer most item of equipment. 

The modified hook pile tape lowering line is designed the same as the hook pile tape lowering line, however the hook pile tab modification is located approximately 48 inches from the ejector snap. There is also a blue mark, which is located approximately 18 inches from the ejector snap, and the modified HPT lowering line has the words “AT-4 JP/SMJP” stenciled on the retainer flap. The left adjustable leg strap will then be routed around the jumper’s left leg, around the main body of the AT-4 jump pack and secured back to the ALICE pack.

As a jumpmaster you must be highly knowledgeable and proficient in the proper rigging and attaching procedures for the AT-4 jump pack. Reviewing the ASOP prior to any Airborne Operation will enable you to safely deliver both the jumper and this weapon system to the drop zone.

OUTLOAD EXPRESS

SSG David Henry

AMO COMMITTEE

When preparing a unit for movement by military airlift many Air Movement Control Officers try to find the “perfect” reference to guide them in equipment preparation and load planning.  There are numerous manuals to fill this bill, from Air Force Technical Orders to Army Field Manuals. The often overlooked, and most available references, are AMC Affiliation Workbooks 36-101 Volume I and II.  These workbooks will assist the AMCO from the preparation phase to the actual loading of an aircraft.

While these workbooks are designed to be the primary text for the Equipment Preparation Course and the AMC Airlift Planners Course, they are both an excellent source of information to use in the planning for movement in Air Force Aircraft.  

The AMC Affiliation Workbook 36-101, Volume I, pertains to the preparation of equipment.  It is designed to educate personnel on how to properly prepare cargo, equipment, and personnel for airlift on AMC aircraft.  It has a chapter on Palletization that discusses the 463L pallet system, as well as, pallet build up, pallet restraint devices, and pallet variations. There is also an excellent pallet build-up procedure checklist contained in this chapter.  

The chapter that discusses vehicle weighing and marking goes into detail on how to get the proper center of balance on a piece of equipment and the proper way to mark it on the vehicle.  There is a chapter on the use of shoring materials and how shoring is used to prevent damage to the aircraft while transporting certain items of equipment. 

The Joint Inspection is explained in great detail.  When explaining the joint inspection, Volume I covers how to properly prepare a vehicle for the joint inspection and it explains block by block the Joint Inspection Record DD Form 2133.  Volume I has chapters that explain flight line safety and the different types of material handling equipment used in the on load and offload of aircraft.

In addition to the chapters on equipment preparation, Volume I outlines the planning phase and the responsibilities of the deploying unit.  It gives examples of the responsibilities of the unit commander and the cargo custodian.  It also gives an easy to understand explanation of the execution phase of air movement.  It covers the four separate areas of activity in departure airfield operations: marshalling area, alert holding area, call forward area, and the ready line/loading ramp area. 

The AMC Affiliation Workbook 36-101 Volume II is used in the Airlift Planners Course.  It is designed to train supervisory personnel in the planning and execution of airlift operations.    Volume II consists of aircraft load planning principles, aircraft weight and balance, and aircraft characteristics.  The aircraft that are discussed are: the C-130, C-141, C-5, C-17, KC-10, and the KC-135.

In the chapters that cover the characteristics of a specific aircraft is information that is critical to the successful load planning of the aircraft.  This information includes the allowable cabin load, dimensional planning data, weight considerations, passenger considerations, loadmaster considerations, and configurations.  In each of these chapters is also a floor schematic of each aircraft.  The schematic is a quick reference for dimensional data and any height and weight restrictions.  Also discussed in brief detail are the characteristics of the most common commercial aircraft used in the Civil Reserve Air Fleet.

AMC Affiliation Workbooks 36-101 Volume I and II are excellent sources for planning.  Each workbook contains references and contact numbers that can be used to obtain additional information.  It is necessary to understand that the information contained in the AMC Affiliation Workbooks 36-101 Volume I and II is written as a classroom aid.  The information is non-directive in nature and is not to be used as an official reference for mobility planning or execution.

	Reenlistment Tandems

SFC Tommy Sullivan

82ND ABN DIV FREE FALL TEAM LEADER


The All-American Free Fall Team is prepared to offer a Tandem Parachute jump as a reenlistment option for 1st term soldiers who reenlist PDA and remain in the 82d Airborne Division.  

Troopers will have up to one year after their reenlistment date to complete their tandem jump. Tandem Jumping is a great way to experience the thrill of freefall skydiving with the safety of being attached to an expert parachutist.  

If you choose to participate, some training will be required.  The entire event will only take a few hours of training to actually jump.

Any questions, please contact your Battalion Reenlistment NCO or the All-American Freefall Team POC SFC Sullivan at 910-396-2776.

	Learn to Free-Fall!!

SFC Neal Beverly

82ND ABN DIV FREE FALL MANAGER


First Jump Courses are held the first Tuesday of each month and continue through Friday from 1800 to 2100, and SKYDIVE on Saturday at RAEFORD DZ.  Call 396-9989 and reserve your slot TODAY!

Initial fee is $200.00 and includes:

$138.50 Training Fee

$25 For Annual Membership 82d Freefall Activity

$10 Monthly Dues

$11 for 45 day United States Parachuting Association Membership

$9 for Logbook

$6.50 for goggles

Students pay for jumps as they go.  The following are the jumps required for free fall progression and their cost:

Lift Fees:

5-Static Lines at 3500 ft.

$12.00 ea.

1-5 sec free falls at 3500 ft.
$12.00 ea.

2-10 sec free falls at 4500ft 
$12.00 ea.

2-15 sec free falls at 5500 ft
$12.00 ea.

2-30 sec free falls at 12,500 ft
$18.00 ea.

3-45 sec free falls at 12,500 ft
$18.00 ea.

Gear rental is $15.00 a day and $25.00 a weekend.

	Paratroopers desiring to take the Pre-test can find all testable nomenclature at the Advanced Airborne School website: WWW.BRAGG.ARMY.MIL/AAS.


	JUMPMASTER’S INPUT WANTED


Do you have a better idea, a unique experience, or a good technique that you would like to share with the rest of the Airborne Community?   If so, you are encouraged to write and submit an article to this publication for consideration.

The Deadline for the next month’s MJM Update is the Wednesday of the last week of the month.  Submit a paper copy and 3.5” disk containing your submission to the Advanced Airborne School or e-mail the article to us at our web site above.

	ASK A JUMPMASTER


To test your JM knowledge, and stimulate conversation about airborne procedures, we will periodically publish a short quiz with questions that relate to or are about airborne procedures.  Most questions will be from the ASOP and other airborne manuals. 

Some of the questions may require some imagination in researching or finding out the answer.  The answers will be published in the subsequent newsletter.  Good luck and if you get stuck, ask a Jumpmaster.

1. To jump the Stinger Missile Jump pack, how many exits from high performance aircraft must you have?

2. During daylight operations what is the primary means for signaling a no drop?

3. When exiting A-Series containers from Army aircraft when must co-ordinations be made with the riggers for a break-a-way static line for the T10-C modified cargo parachute? 

4. What Attachment of TM 38-250 deals with marking of hazardous materials?

5. How often must an Air Movement Officer complete an AMO refresher-training course?

********Blackhat  Bonus***********
Why does the cable loop have both a rated capacity and a tensile strength?  
Here are the answers to last month’s quiz: 

1. What is the diameter of the anchor                    

line cable used on Air Force aircraft? 3/8 in.

2.
How many SDDGs must be in a Vehicle Load Packet? Twelve
3. When exiting A-series containers, how many total containers can be exited per pass? Two, one per paratroop door first pass only, from the first 3 aircraft in an offset trail formation
4. How many 463L pallets can a 60K-Loader transport? Six
5. Before jumping the SMJP at 800 feet AGL, the jumper must make 2 exits at what altitude? 1250 ft AGL

*********Blackhat Bonus***********
 What is the difference between a T10-B and a T10-C parachute? The T10-B had 30 pocket bands; the T10-C only has 15. Originally the T10-B did not have an anti-inversion net. The anti-inversion net was added to the T10-B in 1976; the T10-C has always had an anti-inversion net.  

The Master Jumpmaster Update is a periodic publication produced by the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School.  Please direct any comments or questions to the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School at 396-6581/9023.

 Commander

      CPT Jennings

1SG

  
1SG Bennett

Jumpmaster Committee Chief

MSG Hankins

Tower Committee Chief

SSG Buffaloe, S.

AMO Committee Chief

SFC Buffaloe, C.

Free Fall Team Leader

SFC Sullivan

ALL THE WAY!
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