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	Heat CAT IV

SSG Allan Kerrick

JUMPMASTER INSTRUCTOR


With the summer months approaching, there are weather decision considerations that must be made to take care of paratroopers during heat CAT IV.  

The weather decision will be made jointly between the Airborne Commander and the Air Mission Commander.  For 3 aircraft or less proficiency lines, the Airborne Commander is not required to be present at Pope AFB Command Post for the weather decision, but must send a designated representative.


The weather forecasts for Pope AFB and Ft. Bragg will include current-day and next-day projections for heat risks.  The weather forecast is just that, a forecast; it should be tempered by the commander’s experience and judgment.  Marginal weather should not preclude flying the mission. 

For ORI/EDRE’s, JTX’s and other large-scale exercises not flown under the JA/ATT program, it is normally possible to coordinate a 24-hour weather delay.  

These delays must be coordinated through G3 Air during the initial planning phase.  Weather delays are not authorized under the JA/ATT program. Additionally, JA/ATT aircraft assets are limited; therefore, aircraft should not be cancelled without careful consideration.  Numerous actions can be taken, however, without undue degradation of joint training.  

When heat CAT IV is projected, Army actions should include:

· Conduct pre-jump training the evening prior to or the morning of the airborne operation.

· Conduct parachute issue in the PAX shed or other shaded area’s.

· Minimize the time allocated for preload activities (eliminate time padding).

· Ensure troopers consume adequate water prior to the airborne operation.

Based on METT-T, conduct proficiency jumps without weapons, protective masks or ALICE packs or reduce the number of jumpers to 40 for the C130 and 80 for the C141, however for C17 there is no need to reduce the number of jumpers due to seating arrangements. (Inform G3 Air of any changes.)

Air Force actions should include:

· Park personnel aircraft on lower Romeo (1-6).

· Conduct engine run-up prior to block-in time/load time and/or engine-running on-load (ERO) unless precluded by mission requirements.

Additional heat CAT IV actions that require joint agreement at weather decision   time between the Airborne Commander and the Air Mission Commander are:

· Cancel Army participation on an aircraft if its air-conditioner is inoperative during heat CAT IV time frame or Fly a short route/TAC Bravo on one turn of a three-turn mission during heat CAT IV time frame if training requirements permit.

Commanders and jumpmasters, take the weather into consideration while planning for airborne operations.  This list, as prescribed in Chapter 18 of the 82D ABN DIV ASOP, Edition VI, is not all-inclusive.  Take all steps necessary to ensure the safety of your jumpers and the overall success of each mission.

.

	Inspect Your Soldier’s Equipment: A Leader’s Responsibility
SSG Matthew Sluss-tiller

JUMPMASTER INSTRUCTOR


When a soldier arrives to a unit, their first line supervisor is required to conduct an inventory and inspection of their equipment. This insures that the equipment is present and serviceable. For years, the cadre of the Advanced Airborne School have noted that when soldiers are sent to Basic Airborne Refresher (BAR), approximately 50% of the soldier’s equipment has deficiencies. These soldiers are given an opportunity to correct these deficiencies and continue with the training.                   

There are times when the instructors have corrected deficiencies for the jumpers so they can train.  Another trend occurring is that units are sending representatives along with the soldiers.   
These unit representatives are equipped with Ballistic Helmets, Hook Pile Tape Lowering Lines and Harness Single Point Releases’. In the event one of their soldiers has deficient equipment, it can be easily changed out with what they have brought. 

Soldiers are also given the opportunity to call their units to have serviceable equipment brought to them. Along with all these examples, soldiers have also come to BAR with equipment that is still marked with roster numbers from Jumpmaster students in the previous Jumpmaster Class.


While these “Quick fixes” will allow a soldier to pass the equipment inspection and train; what message are we sending to them? Is it “OK” to issue a soldier unserviceable equipment? Is it “OK” to lend a soldier your equipment so they can come to BAR?  Is it “OK” to switch equipment out with equipment that belongs to another soldier? Would you trade your clean and serviceable Gore-Tex jacket to a soldier to clear CIF? Or, lend that same soldier your jump boots for an in ranks inspection?


A simple inspection of a soldier’s Ballistic Helmet, Hook Pile Tape Lowering Line and Harness Single Point Release will insure that they will be able to train, but more importantly, the equipment they have been issued is safe for an airborne operation. While there is no set method of inspecting equipment here is a quick guide that may help.


Ballistic Helmet: 

Pull back on the modified foam impact pad exposing the rear mounting screw. Inspect the parachutist retention strap to insure that the smooth side is facing toward the front of the helmet shell. Inspect the modified foam impact pad to insure that the reversed “U” shaped slot is not cut, however the foam impact pad needs to be extended 1/2 inch on the 1 inch reversed  “U” shape slot to accommodate the modified headband assembly. 

It is approximately 1/2 inch thick and will provide the jumper with protection when conducting a rear PLF. Inspect the rear mounting screw to insure it is a 5/8-inch mounting screw. You should be able to see approximately 2 threads protruding from the A-nut. 

Inspect the other mounting screws to insure they are 1/2 inch in length. Again, no more than 2 threads should be exposed through the A-nut. While inspecting the mounting screws, inspect the A-nuts to insure that they are not rusted or corroded, and that the rounded portion is facing toward the outer rim. 

Insure that the suspension band with drawstring and adjustable tab is the same size as the ballistic helmet. It should not touch the helmet shell except at the points of attachment. Inspect the headband to insure that all 6 attaching clips are present and secured properly, and that it is the correct size. (XS for the Extra Small ballistic helmet, SML for Small, Medium, or Large ballistic helmets, and XL for the Extra Large ballistic helmet). 

Also insure that the adjusting buckle with tape has not been cut, and is properly routed. There should be no head-to-metal contact. Inspect the locking nuts to insure that they are present and tightened down. When inspecting the chinstrap, insure that the pull the dot fastener with tab is worn on the left side of the ballistic helmet. Ensure that it is not frayed at all, and that it is serviceable. 

There are places in Fayetteville and Spring Lake that sell unserviceable pull the dot fasteners with tab. At first glance, they appear to be serviceable. But on closer examination they are missing a bar tack stitch. Remember that the component parts for the Headband assembly and the Modified headband assembly are NOT interchangeable, except for the foam impact pad.

Hook Pile Tape Lowering Line: 
Inspect the ejector snap to insure that the opening gate properly secures. That there is a small tooth present, it should not protrude past the opening gate. If in doubt, take a safety wire and attempt to pass it through the opening gate. If it will go through, then it is unserviceable. Just below the ejector snap is a triangular piece of nylon webbing. This is the buffer. 

If it is frayed below the 1” wide tubular nylon webbing, the entire HPT lowering line is unserviceable. Inspect the HPT lowering line to insure it is not cut, torn or frayed. When inspecting the retainer flap, insure there is a hook pile tab modification at each end and that it will properly secure to the HPT lowering line. Inspect the hook and pile tape on the retainer flap to insure it is not separating from the retainer flap. 

Harness Single Point Release: 
Insure that the equipment retainer straps have not been cut. Insure that the release handle cable has not been cut. Inspect the color-coded attaching loops to insure that they are not frayed. You must insure that the female portion leg strap release assembly will secure to the male portion leg strap release assembly. There are two manufacturers for the HSPR, and replacement parts sometimes do not match.


ALICE Pack: 

It must be filled, to include the outer accessory pouches. It does not need to weigh 35 lbs. The lower securing straps need to be routed through the “V” notch from inside to outside, around the tubular portion of the ALICE pack frame twice and then secured to the buckle.


When done correctly the inspection of this equipment takes approximately 3 minutes to complete. This will insure that your soldier can attend BAR; but more importantly, have serviceable equipment to conduct a safe airborne operation. 

When a soldier leaves BAR they are ready to go to a departure airfield, board an aircraft, and exit that aircraft. These soldiers must be able to do this with THEIR equipment. As leaders, it is our responsibility, Jumpmaster qualified or not, to inspect our soldier’s equipment to ensure it is squared away. 

	DON’T GET SILLY WITH ACCESSIBILITY

SSG John E. Garcia

Air Movement Operations Instructor


Recently the 82nd Airborne Division has acquired the QUADCON material transport container system. The QUADCON is an air transportable container, which can also facilitate sling load operations. It is composed of all steel and is weatherproof and flame retardant. The QUADCON is approved for international shipment and has successfully been introduced into the transportation arena with positive results for certain modes of shipment.

      When offering any container such as the QUADCON for air shipment you must take in consideration the dimensional data of the container and the characteristics of type of aircraft your unit is utilizing for movement. 

This will allow you to determine the useable amount of aircraft cargo space.  When the QUADCON is offered for air shipment it must be placed on a 463L pallet. In addition shoring must be utilized between the container and the 463L pallet. The QUADCON is normally placed on the pallet with the 96” side of the container on the 108” side of the pallet.  

This creates a problem on a C-130 if you place HAZMAT inside the QUADCON. It is not possible to access the container doors of the QUADCON DUE to the width of the aircraft in perspective to the space needed to open the doors of the QUADCON thus violating directives given in TM 38-250, Ch 1, Para 1.13.1 container accessibility.

 If your unit is not shipping any hazardous materials inside of the QUADCON then accessibility is not an issue.  The restraint devices such as the MB1 and MB2 can be placed in front of these doors to provide adequate forward, aft, lateral and upward restrain while on the 463 L pallet. 

This will prevent you from opening the container. However, the 3rd APS (Aerial Port Squadron) will allow you, the user, to place the container with overhang meaning that the container can be placed with the 96”side of the container on the 88” side of the 463L pallet. This will allow you to place 3 containers in a C-130 Hercules aircraft and still have access to open the container doors.  

You will lose cargo space but this will allow you to ship this container with HAZMAT. The C-17 Globe Master III will allow the transport of HAZMAT inside of the QUADCON utilizing the aerial delivery system; this will allow plenty of room to open the doors of the container. 

When containers are loaded with hazardous materials you must reference TM 38-250, chapter 1, Para 1.13.1, in this section you will find out that the only hazardous materials that can be shipped in inaccessible containers are the following hazards items; recompression vans, support equipment, and shelters used by the Underwater Construction Team.

Also fire extinguishers secured in there appropriated holders or brackets, or properly packaged according to TM 38-250; vehicles, support equipment, or other mechanical apparatus; items ship under the PSN “LIFE SAVING APPLIANCES’’; air conditioners and environmental control units, magnetic materials, radioactive materials, and thermometers;  Class/Division 1.4 S packed IAW TM 38-250;  Non-flammable gases or non-flammable aerosols;  “CONSUMER COMMODITIES” not containing a liquid or flammable gas.  

These items can be shipped even if the crew cannot access them during flight (open the doors of the containers).

       It is imperative that AMO personnel understand that the QUADCON is used for ease of handling and is not considered the outer package for any item stowed inside.  All HAZMAT contained inside of the QUADCON must still comply with compatibility requirements and be individually marked, labeled, and certified to the requirements of TM 38-250 and MIL-STD-129. 

Remember that you may contact your affiliated TALCE in the event you need assistance. Failure to observe prohibitions and mandatory provisions of TM 38-250 by military personnel is a violation of Article 92, Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ).

	Reenlistment Tandems

SFC Tommy Sullivan

82ND ABN DIV FREE FALL TEAM LEADER


The All-American Free Fall Team is prepared to offer a Tandem Parachute jump as a reenlistment option for 1st term soldiers who reenlist PDA and remain in the 82d Airborne Division.  Troopers will have up to one year after their reenlistment date to complete their tandem jump. 

Tandem Jumping is a great way to experience the thrill of freefall skydiving with the safety of being attached to an expert parachutist.  If you choose to participate, some training will be required.  The entire event will only take a few hours of training to actually jump. Any questions, please contact your Battalion Reenlistment NCO or the All-American Freefall Team POC SSG Sullivan at 910-396-2776.

	Learn to Free-Fall!!

SFC Neal Beverly

82ND ABN DIV FREE FALL MANAGER


First Jump Courses are held the first Tuesday of each month and continue through Friday from 1800 to 2100, and SKYDIVE on Saturday at RAEFORD DZ.  Call 396-9989 and reserve your slot 

TODAY!

Initial fee is $200.00 and includes:

$138.50 Training Fee

$25 For Annual Membership 82d Freefall Activity

$10 Monthly Dues

$11 for 45 day United States Parachuting Association Membership

$9 for Logbook

$6.50 for goggles

Students pay for jumps as they go.  The following are the jumps required for free fall progression and their cost:

Lift Fees:

5-Static Lines at 3500 ft.

$12.00 ea.

1-5 sec free falls at 3500 ft.
$12.00 ea.

2-10 sec free falls at 4500ft 
$12.00 ea.

2-15 sec free falls at 5500 ft
$12.00 ea.

2-30 sec free falls at 12,500 ft
$18.00 ea.

3-45 sec free falls at 12,500 ft
$18.00 ea.

Gear rental is $15.00 a day and $25.00 a weekend.

	Paratroopers desiring to take the Pre-test can find all testable nomenclature at the Advanced Airborne School website: WWW.BRAGG.ARMY.MIL/AAS.


	JUMPMASTER’S INPUT WANTED


Do you have a better idea, a unique experience, or a good technique that you would like to share with the rest of the Airborne Community?   If so, you are encouraged to write and submit an article to this publication for consideration.  

The Deadline for the next month’s MJM Update is the Wednesday of the last week of the month.  Submit a paper copy and 3.5” disk containing your submission to the Advanced Airborne School or e-mail the article to us at our web site above.

	ASK A JUMPMASTER


To test your JM knowledge, and stimulate conversation about airborne procedures, we will periodically publish a short quiz with questions that relate to or are about airborne procedures.  Most questions will be from the ASOP and other airborne manuals. 

Some of the questions may require some imagination in researching or finding out the answer.  The answers will be published in the subsequent newsletter.  Good luck and if you get stuck, ask a Jumpmaster.

1. What do you do with a jumper if the static line slack retainer is broken completely while in-flight and jumpers are hooked up?

2. What are the three items a jumpmaster may fix without the riggers being present, on the parachute harness?

3. How is the B-7 Life preserver worn when jumping with the LBV?

4. What is the total amount of 436L pallets that can be placed on a 25K loader?

5. What attachment of TM 38-250 explains the preparing of explosives packaged prior to 1 January 1990 (Grandfathered Items)?

   *********Blackhat Bonus***********
   What is the name, location, and phone number of the closest manufacturer to Ft. Bragg, NC that makes the T-10 parachute?
Here are the answers to last month’s quiz:

1. What code letters can be utilized to mark a random approach drop zone? O or H.
2. Which way does the trigger mechanism for the M225 cannon face when rigged in the SAW modified M1950 weapons case? Towards the closing flap.
3. What is the planning drop speed for Air Force aircraft? 130 knots.
4. How is the drogue on the KC 10A extender attached to the fueling aircraft? Extraction Force Transfer Coupler.
5. What are the 2 types of hazardous materials labels that are posted on an oxygen tank? Class II and Class VIII.
********Blackhat Bonus***********
Where does the term “chalk” come from?

During WWII jumpers were numbered on their M1 Parachutist Helmet with chalk for identification. 

The Master Jumpmaster Update is a periodic publication produced by the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School.  Please direct any comments or questions to the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School at 396-6581/9023.

 Commander

      CPT Jennings

1SG

  
1SG Bennett

Jumpmaster Committee Chief

MSG Hankins

Tower Committee Chief

SSG Buffaloe, S.

AMO Committee Chief

SFC Buffaloe, C.

Free Fall Team Leader

SFC Sullivan

ALL THE WAY!
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