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RIGGING INDIVIDUAL ITEMS OF COMBAT EQUIPMENT

SSG Stephen Whitley

JUMPMASTER INSTRUCTOR

Frequently, at the departure airfield, Jumpmaster teams are scrambling to make load time.  Many precious minutes are wasted fixing rigging deficiencies in jumper’s individual items of combat equipment.  A lot of jumpers are not familiar with the proper procedures to rig their ALICE pack and individual weapon.  This problem can easily be remedied in two ways.  Small unit leaders should supervise their jumpers when rigging their equipment, and the Jumpmaster teams must review the ASOP before conducting a thorough inspection of their chalks during sustained airborne training. 


Rigging the ALICE pack with the harness single point release is an individual responsibility.  The reference for rigging the ALICE pack and M1950 weapons cases is the 82d Airborne Division ASOP edition VI, Chapter 9.  In Chapter 9 are pictures that illustrate the proper rigging of the ALICE pack and M1950 weapons case.  There are a few common deficiencies found during JMPI.  The quick releases on the equipment retainer strap are to be no less than two fingers and no more than three fingers long.  If they are too short, they may release.  If they are too long, they have a tendency to bind as the jumper recovers their ALICE pack.  The free running ends of the equipment retainer strap are S-folded only.  This is for ease of recovering the ALICE pack on the drop zone.  They are secured with either masking tape or retainer bands.  Never both.  The left shoulder-carrying strap is routed under the HPT lowering line.  Some jumpers have it misrouted over the HPT lowering line to carry the ALICE pack around departure airfield, and they neglect to fix it prior to attaching their equipment.  No S-folds can protrude from the retainer flap on the HPT lowering line.  Protruding S-folds can get caught on something inside the aircraft causing the jumper to become towed.  It is the jumper’s responsibility to check their HPT lowering line when they check their equipment on board the aircraft.


When rigging the M1950 weapons case, the forward assist, charging handle or cocking handle must be facing away from the jumper.  This is done to minimize injury to the jumper if they cannot lower their individual weapon.  If optics are present on the weapon (M68, AN/PAQ-4, etc), they must be padded with two turns of cellulose wadding or one turn of bubble wrap and secured with masking tape.  If two metallic items of equipment are placed inside, there must be padding in between the two items.  A good example of this is the M170 bipod assembly rigged with the M4 carbine inside the 60mm modified M1950 weapons case.  Cellulose wadding must be placed inside preventing metal-to-metal contact.  More details on this can be found on page 9-12 of edition VI of the ASOP.  If the upper tie down tape is missing or unserviceable, it can be replaced with a sufficient length of ¼ inch cotton webbing.  A sufficient length is approximately 51 inches or the length of the M1950 weapons case.
 

Many leaders are concerned about missing station time.  Properly rigged equipment should not need to be re-rigged.  Jumpmaster teams can then focus their attention on other aspects of the operation such as mock door training.  If everyone does their part, delays at departure airfield will be greatly reduced, resulting in a safer airborne operation. 

THE UNIT MASTER JUMPMASTER; THE AIRBORNE COMMANDER’S WEAPON OF CHOICE

SSG Jeffery Bond

JUMPMASTER INSTRUCTOR


No matter where we work in the 82D Airborne Division our mission is focused on supporting the collective task, “Conduct an Airborne Assault”.  As leaders we all recognize the importance of conducting a mission focused leader and individual training program prior to executing any complex collective task.  Due to inherent risk and the complexity of airborne operations it is imperative that we ensure our leaders and troopers receive the most current information and maintain a high level of individual proficiency.  The unit master jumpmaster is the commander’s weapon of choice to make this happen.


The MJM (Master Jumpmaster) serves as the Commander’s expert on all aspects of Airborne Operations and training.  The MJM charter is to improve all aspects of the airborne operations within the unit.


The MJM is the unit’s subject matter expert for airborne operations and is responsible for keeping the commander and unit jumpmasters up to date and proficient on all policies and procedures.  As an educator the MJM serves as a mentor, coach, and evaluator for unit jumpmasters, enhances safety procedures, and maintains the unit’s airborne operations reference library.  The MJM is also required to conduct a quarterly jumpmaster breakfast at unit level, annual airborne evaluations on all unit Jumpmasters and certification of AMCO, DZSO, DZSTL, DACO, and jumpmaster proficiency IAW the AAS evaluation checklist.  The MJM, if necessary, may also recommend a jumpmaster attend jumpmaster refresher through the chain of command.


Who should be appointed as the unit Master Jumpmaster?  It is not necessarily the most senior or experienced jumpmaster, nor even a former jumpmaster instructor, because chances are these troopers are already serving in key leadership positions which require them to lead troopers during airborne operations.  The perfect candidate for this is the unit S-3 air.  That individual has been handpicked for his/her expertise and is already intimately involved with the planning, execution and supervision of every unit airborne operation.  As a MJM they will receive training and attend information briefings, which in addition to their role as a MJM will better prepare them to perform their S-3 air duties.


There are currently a total of 34 MJM positions within the division.    The ASOP (pg18-27) directs one MJM be appointed for each Brigade, one for each Battalion, and one per separate company.  Each unit is encouraged to maintain another qualified individual.  The MJM is an additional duty for a current, advanced rated Non-Commissioned Officer/Commissioned Officer who once appointed must attend the MJM course.  The course is two days long and is taught annually with an 80-student capacity; upon completion of the course the MJM should have a year retainability.


As a MJM it is imperative that you participate in all conferences held at division level, identify good ideas and new techniques pertaining to the airborne operation, and establish a direct conduit to other agencies.  Upon completing your tour as a MJM you must ensure you debrief the unit commander and the incoming MJM, this will allow the unit to have continued success.


Often times the airborne operation sets the tone for the execution of the units follow-on ground tactical plan.  The MJM is the Commander’s weapon of choice to positively influence all aspects of airborne operations, both safely and effectively.
TRAIN AS YOU FIGHT

SSG Philip E. Franklin

AIR MOVEMENT OPERATIONS INSTRUCTOR

What is the purpose of the Operational Readiness Survey (ORS), specifically the Air Movement portion?  The answer is to give the Commanding General and the Command Element a snap shot view of the units that will be making up the Division Readiness Force and be the first to go to war if called upon.  

There has been a phrase everyone has heard since day one in the Army and that is, “TRAIN AS YOU FIGHT”.  Units have gotten away from that when it comes to the ORS.  There has been a recent trend of units arriving for the ORS inspection with the bare essentials on their vehicles, i.e. fuel cans and fire extinguishers and nothing else.  Within the past few months, some units are not even bringing fuel cans down.  The general feeling being if there is nothing to inspect then the unit will pass the inspection.  Once again we go back to the purpose of the ORS, to give the Commanding General and the Command Element a snap shot view of the units that will be making up the DRF-1.  There is not a unit, or army for that matter, the goes to war with just fuel cans and fire extinguishers in six sided wooden boxes.

The 82D Airborne Division RSOP, Chapter 4, pg 4-A-1, paragraph 4.f. states: “that the vehicles secondary load must not exceed the reducible or non-reducible loading dimension IAW TB 55-46-1.” Cargo loads must also conform to their respective vehicle load cards and gross weight with cargo not exceeding the maximum allowable weight as per Appendix 1 of chapter 4 of the 82D RSOP.  How can the vehicle be completely inspected if the necessary secondary loads are not present for inspection?  The answer is it can not, yet units have been getting mission capable reports.  The 82D is required to be wheels up by N+18, but units will find that they will not be able to get through the marshalling process in accordance with the N-Hour Sequence because their vehicles are overweight.  In addition, secondary cargo may be improperly secured.  Some will contend that in the event of war those rules are thrown out.  Some of the rules are waived but not to the point that it creates a safety violation or that the aircraft cannot take off because the cargo the unit is trying to transport has exceeded the aircraft’s Allowable Cabin Load.

To prevent this from happening, all units that arrive at the ORS must have all of their allocated secondary loads present at the inspection site.  Units that do not, will receive a non-mission capable report as some units have all ready found out. As for verifying the weights of your vehicles and secondary cargo, that question has been asked. As soon as we receive command guidance, it will be put out through the division.

The AMO committee is currently located in bldg A-1917 on Taylor St.  Anyone needing assistance with Air Movement Operations should come by or call the Advanced Airborne School @ 396-9023/6581.  

Reenlistment Tandems

SSG Tommy Sullivan

82ND ABN DIV FREE FALL TEAM LEADER

The All-American Free Fall Team is prepared to offer a Tandem Parachute jump as a reenlistment option for 1st term soldiers who reenlist PDA and remain in the 82d Airborne Division.  Troopers will have up to one year after their reenlistment date to complete their tandem jump. Tandem Jumping is a great way to experience the thrill of freefall skydiving with the safety of being attached to an expert parachutist.  If you choose to participate, some training will be required.  The entire event will only take a few hours of training to actually jump. Any questions, please contact your Battalion Reenlistment NCO or the All-American Freefall Team POC SSG Sullivan at 910-396-2776.

Learn to Free-Fall!!

SSG Neal Beverly

82ND ABN DIV FREE FALL MANAGER

First Jump Courses are held the first Tuesday of each month and continue through Friday from 1800 to 2100, and SKYDIVE on Saturday at RAEFORD DZ.  Call 396-9989 and reserve your slot TODAY!

Initial fee is $200.00 and includes:

$138.50 Training Fee

$25 For Annual Membership 82d Freefall Activity

$10 Monthly Dues

$11 for 45 day United States Parachuting Association Membership

$9 for Logbook

$6.50 for goggles

Students pay for jumps as they go.  The following are the jumps required for free fall progression and their cost:

Lift Fees:

5-Static Lines at 3500 ft.

$12.00 ea.

1-5 sec free falls at 3500 ft.
$12.00 ea.

2-10 sec free falls at 4500ft 
$12.00 ea.

2-15 sec free falls at 5500 ft
$12.00 ea.

2-30 sec free falls at 12,500 ft
$18.00 ea.

3-45 sec free falls at 12,500 ft
$18.00 ea.

Gear rental is $15.00 a day and $25.00 a weekend.
Paratroopers desiring to take the Pre-test can find all testable nomenclature at the Advanced Airborne School website: WWW.BRAGG.ARMY.MIL/AAS.

JUMPMASTER’S INPUT WANTED

Do you have a better idea, a unique experience, or a good technique that you would like to share with the rest of the Airborne Community?   If so, you are encouraged to write and submit an article to this publication for consideration.  

The Deadline for the next month’s MJM Update is the Wednesday of the last week of the month.  Submit a paper copy and 3.5” disk containing your submission to the Advanced Airborne School or e-mail the article to us at our web site above.

ASK A JUMPMASTER

To test your JM knowledge, and stimulate conversation about airborne procedures, we will periodically publish a short quiz with questions that relate to or are about airborne procedures.  Most questions will be from the ASOP and other airborne manuals.  Some of the questions may require some imagination in researching or finding out the answer.  The answers will be published in the subsequent newsletter.  Good luck and if you get stuck, ask a Jumpmaster.

1. What is the maximum weight that an M998 can be?

2. What are the only three methods that may be utilized to secure secondary cargo for airlift?

3. What are the marking and labeling requirements for a fuel can that contains JP8?

4. Can the M240B machine gun be jumped disassembled?

5. What are the actions of the DZST/STS if they cannot locate the DZSO at drop time?

6. How many A-series containers can be exited from each aircraft?

   *********Blackhat  Bonus***********
What item of equipment preceded the lowering line (Hint: not the HPT Lowering line)?

Here are the answers to last month’s quiz:

1.  What unit discovered that the original Pull the Dot Fastener with Tab was unserviceable?   2/325 AIR

2.  What weapons case was used to lower the jumper’s individual equipment before the M1950 Weapons Case? The Griswald Bag.

3.  What do the letter and number on the inside of the Ballistic Helmet stand for? The letter is the size and the number is the mold number.

4.  What is the maximum planning ACL of a C-17 Globemaster III? 90,000 lbs.

5.  The KC-10A Extender has two missions, what are they? As an Aerial refueler and cargo or passenger aircraft.
6. Do class 9 materials have to be labeled? If so, when? Class 9 materials do not require a label unless packaged, crated, or otherwise enclosed to prevent ready identification.

*********Blackhat  Bonus***********

Where is the Data Tag located on the Canopy Assembly?  Between suspension lines 30 and 1 towards the lower lateral band.

The Master Jumpmaster Update is a periodic publication produced by the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School.  Please direct any comments or questions to the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School at 396-6581/9023.

 Commander

      CPT Jennings

1SG

  
1SG Bennett

Jumpmaster Committee Chief

SFC Hankins

Tower Committee Chief

SSG Buffaloe, S.

AMO Committee Chief

SFC Buffaloe, C.

Free Fall Team Leader

SSG Sullivan

ALL THE WAY!
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