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Jumping Single Items of Equipment

SSG Chris Shields

JUMPMASTER INSTRUCTOR

      The 82d Airborne Division has many Major Subordinate units who perform a wide variety of missions.  It is for this reason that units jump different combinations of combat equipment while performing proficiency or tactical operations.  The individual arriving to the Drop Zone with all of their equipment intact is essential to the unit’s success.  Therefore a systematic and sequential inspection of their equipment is necessary prior to any paratroopers boarding the aircraft. 

The two most common variances of combat equipment are “combat light”  (the M1950 weapon’s case rigged to be jumped and lowered as a single item of equipment), and the ALICE pack rigged to be jumped and lowered as a single item of equipment.  There are two common misconceptions a lot of Jumpmasters have. The first being that there is a JMPI sequence for combat light.  The second is that when jumping the ALICE pack to be lowered as a single item of equipment, the jumper should be JMPI’d Hollywood, and then attach the ALICE pack.

More often than not, units are performing “Combat Light” Airborne Operations.  Many Jumpmasters at departure airfield are improvising a JMPI sequence on a jumper with just an M1950 weapon’s case, which can result in lost or damaged weapons and equipment.  The proper way to inspect the jumper and their equipment is to JMPI the jumper Hollywood, perform a technical inspection of the M1950 weapons case, including the HPT lowering line and then attach the jumper’s equipment.

Also across the Division it is also not uncommon for jumpers to be equipped with only their ALICE pack.  Here is the difference in the two scenarios.  A jumper with only the ALICE pack must be JMPI’d with their ALICE pack attached.  Jumpmasters will perform the normal JMPI sequence for combat equipment; simply omitting the M1950 weapons case.  The 82d Airborne Division ASOP does not authorize attaching the ALICE pack after performing JMPI.  

New Amber Light Illumination on the C-17

1SG Daniel Bennett

1SG, AAS


The procedures for the illumination of the amber jump caution light on the C-17 has changed.  We requested this change in order for the JM's to prevent jumpers from exiting on the amber light AND to assist misoriented in JM's in being notified that they are at 30 seconds from the Drop Zone.  There are 2 types of scenarios that can occur obviously.


1.  The Jm identifies the 30-second reference point and the amber light has not illuminated.  The JM identifies HIS/HER 30-second reference point, clears to the rear, gets/gives thumbs up. They then must check the jump caution light to see if the amber light is illuminated. If it has, issue the jump command of “stand-by”; if the amber light has not illuminated, the JM just waits until it illuminates and then issues the "stand by" command.


2.  The JM is searching for his/her 30-second reference point and amber light illuminates.   The Safety or the JM sees the Amber light illuminates and the JM has yet to identify HIS/HER 30-second reference point.  The JM has to immediately clear-to-the-rear and issue thumbs up.  If looking forward will assist the JM in identifying the 30 second reference point to be positive about the time reference in the air, then that is what the JM needs to do.  The JM must react to the impending circumstances because the AF is going to illuminate the green light in 30 seconds.  It is imperative that the JM get the jumpers in an exit posture as to not waste green light or create a safety violation.

Since this is a recent change it is not currently in the ASOP V.  It is reflected in Edition VI that should be published shortly.  In the mean time this is a change that is currently in effect by the AF and JMs need to adjust to it.

The Stinger Missile Jump Pack

SSG Felix Serra

JUMPMASTER INSTRUCTOR

     This article is to assist jumpmasters that are not in 3/4 ADAR to identify their responsibilities as a JM or Safety when a Stinger Missile Jump Pack (SMJP) is to be exited from their aircraft.

     First of all, as with all special items of equipment they can only be exited from the right paratroop door. The SMJP jumper will be JMPI’d with the ALICE pack attached and move to the aircraft carrying the SMJP.  The SMJP will then be attached at the 20-minute time warning by the Safety.

     At the 20 minute time warning the Safety will secure the SMJP and conduct a technical inspection to ensure that there is one polyurethane shock absorber on each end of the SMJP, that the five side securing straps are secured with quick release folds, that the launcher forward end securing straps are properly routed over the polyurethane shock absorber back over the 6” by 6” piece of paper board honeycomb and secured to their appropriate friction adapters and that the “X” configuration tie is present. Ensure that the snap shackle and hook with spring opening gate is attached to the appropriate o-ring. Inspect the release handle and ensure that the release handle cable is properly routed through the cable channels and through the red attaching loops.

     Once the Safety is finished he will have the jumper stand up and attach the snap shackle and hook with spring opening gate to the left D-ring as the outer most item of equipment with the spring opening gate facing away from the pack body. Then route the ejector snap of the HPT lowering line to the accessory attaching ring on the lowering line adapter web or the triangle link on the T-10 improved parachute harness. Route the upper attaching strap below the chest strap, behind the left main lift web, around the SMJP and secure it through the adjusting buckle and half hitch the excess. Route the lower attaching strap between the ALICE pack and the tubular portion of the ALICE pack frame (ensuring not to incorporate the HPT lowering line), around the jumper’s left leg, around the SMJP and secured it through the adjusting buckle and half hitch the excess as before. Finally, route the ¼” cotton webbing from where it is secured to the release handle of the ALICE pack, from top to bottom through the vertical equipment hanger on the ALICE pack, then up to the carrying handle on the SMJP and secure it with a non-slip knot.

     After attaching is complete the safety will do a thorough technical inspection of all equipment rigged to ensure no deficiencies have been incorporated. Remember that the duties of the safety are several and extend beyond what the jumper hears when the safety passes by as they inspect the jumper’s static line.

Shoring Requirements

SSG Jonathan Lowery

AMO INSTRUCTOR

     It is important to use the proper shoring for your specific application. Shoring serves many purposes. It provides protection for the aircraft floor and the surface of the HCU-6/E air cargo pallet. It will decrease the angle of approach when loading very long items of equipment. It also will provide protection of the aircraft during loading operations. Lastly, it will increase the contact area to distribute the weight over a larger surface area. It is the user’s responsibility to provide all shoring required during the Air Movement Operation. The shoring must be at least ¾ inch thick and of a sufficient length to provide the required effect. Lumber is the most commonly used material for shoring.

     Shoring is broken down into 2 categories, normal and special. Normal shoring is further broken down into 3 categories, rolling, parking, and sleeper. 

     Rolling shoring is used to protect the aircraft floor from heavy axles or metal tracks used on track vehicles. The “Deuce” does not require rolling shoring because the tracks are non-metallic. Rolling shoring will be required for equipment that has hard rubber or steel wheels. If an item of equipment requires rolling shoring it will also require parking shoring. 

     Parking shoring is used to protect the aircraft floor during flight. Your last piece of rolling shoring will be left in place and will become the parking shoring. You will also have to use parking shoring when a metal or hard rubber tires are resting on the aircraft floor or the surface of the HCU-6/E air cargo pallet. The tongues of trailers and the bucket of the M950BS Loader Scoop require parking shoring. Most pneumatic tires, such as those found on HMMWV vehicles, do not require any shoring. However, large balloon tires with low tire pressure will require sleeper shoring. 

     Sleeper shoring is placed under the axles of the vehicle. It must be tall enough for the axle to rest on the top of the shoring when the vehicle is tied down to the aircraft floor. Most engineer vehicles require sleeper shoring. An example is the FLU-419 “SEE” will require sleeper shoring. FMTV type vehicles do not require sleeper shoring.

     Special shoring is shoring that does not fall under the other types. Dunnage is placed underneath an HCU-6/E air cargo pallet to protect the bottom of the pallet and to raise the pallet off the ground to allow the forks of forklifts to get underneath the pallet. 

     Dunnage must be at least 4 inches in width, by 4 inches in height, and 88-inches in length.  If you stack HCU-6/E air cargo pallets you must place dunnage between each stack of 20. If you ship a stack of 20 HCU-6/E air cargo pallets by air, you must place 3 pieces of dunnage between the bottom pallet and the #1 pallet.

     Approach shoring is used to aid the loading and unloading of long items such as K-loaders and rotary wing aircraft. Approach shoring keeps the equipment level so that while loading your equipment it does not damage the aircraft or your equipment.    

     Bridging shoring is used to bridge the gap between the aircraft cargo door and the MHE used during loading. Puncture protection is used as a buffer between the fuselage of the aircraft and the cargo to keep from damaging the fuselage of the aircraft. This is mainly used when loading the KC-10A Extender. 


It is important to know what type of shoring application is required for your equipment. Having the proper shoring will prevent any delays at the departure airfield and ensure a smooth Air Movement Operation. 

Reenlistment Tandems

SSG Tommy Sullivan

82ND ABN DIV FREE FALL TEAM LEADER

The All-American Freefall Team is prepared to offer a Tandem Parachute jump as a reenlistment option for 1st term soldiers who reenlist PDA and remain in the 82d Airborne Division.  Troopers will have up to one year after their reenlistment date to complete their tandem jump. Tandem Jumping is a great way to experience the thrill of freefall skydiving with the safety of being attached to an expert parachutist.  If you choose to participate, some training will be required.  The entire event will only take a few hours of training to actually jump. Any questions, please contact your Battalion Reenlistment NCO or the All-American Freefall Team POC SSG Sullivan at 910-396-2776.

Learn to Free-Fall!!

SSG Neal Beverly

82ND ABN DIV FREE FALL MANAGER

First Jump Courses are held the first Tuesday of each month and continue through Friday from 1800 to 2100, and SKYDIVE on Saturday at RAEFORD DZ.  Call 396-9989 and reserve your slot TODAY!

Initial fee is $200.00 and includes:

$138.50 Training Fee

$25 For Annual Membership 82d Freefall Activity

$10 Monthly Dues

$11 for 45 day United States Parachuting Association Membership

$9 for Logbook

$6.50 for goggles

Students pay for jumps as they go.  The following are the jumps required for free fall progression and their cost:

Lift Fees:

5-Static Lines at 3500 ft.

$12.00 ea.

1-5 sec free fall at 3500 ft.
$12.00 ea.

2-10 sec free falls at 4500ft 
$12.00 ea.

2-15 sec free falls at 5500 ft
$12.00 ea.

2-30 sec free falls at 12,500 ft
$18.00 ea.

3-45 sec free falls at 12,500 ft
$18.00 ea.

Gear rental is $15.00 a day and $25.00 a weekend.
Paratroopers desiring to take the Pre-test can find all testable nomenclature at the Advanced Airborne School website: WWW.BRAGG.ARMY.MIL/AAS.

JUMPMASTER’S INPUT WANTED

Do you have a better idea, a unique experience, or a good technique that you would like to share with the rest of the Airborne Community?   If so, you are encouraged to write and submit an article to this publication for consideration.  

The Deadline for the next month’s MJM Update is the Wednesday of the last week of the month.  Submit a paper copy and 3.5” disk containing your submission to the Advanced Airborne School or e-mail the article to us at our web site above.

ASK A JUMPMASTER


To test your JM knowledge, and stimulate conversation about airborne procedures, we will periodically publish a short quiz with questions that relate to or are about airborne procedures.  Most questions will be from the ASOP and other airborne manuals.  Some of the questions may require some imagination in researching or finding out the answer.  The answers will be published in the subsequent newsletter.  Good luck and if you get stuck, ask a Jumpmaster.

1.  Who is authorized to release the DZSO from their duties?

2.  When is the Dragon Missile Jump Pack (DMJP) authorized to  be jumped and lowered as a single item of equipment?

3.  What are the three different types of parachute issue?

4.  What are the labeling requirements of a cylinder filled with Oxygen, Compressed? 

5.  What type of shoring is required when shipping an M149A2 Water Trailer?

        *********Blackhat  Bonus***********

Who invented Hook and Pile Tape and when?  How did he get the idea?

Here are the answers to last month’s quiz:

1. What were the modifications made to the harness single point release?  The release handle cable was extended from 6 to 8 inches, an additional hook pile tape modification added to the release handle assembly, and the equipment retainer straps were extended from 77 to 102 inches.
2. Under what authority in TM 38-250 must Commanders sign a memorandum for authorization of certifying officials?  1.2.8
3. What type of parachute will be utilized when exiting an A-series container?  Modified    T-10C cargo parachute.
4. What are the area placarding requirements for aircraft in a designated restricted, posted, and traffic controlled parking or loading and unloading area?  For Class 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 Explosives, and any material identified as an Inhalation Hazard Zone A, placards are required.  All other types of hazards it is not required. 
5. When jumping the AN/PRC 126 radio where is it placed?  The AN/PRC 126 will be placed inside the aviators kit bag, or inside the Alice Pack. 

    *********Blackhat  Bonus***********

What unit discovered that the unserviceable pull the dot fastener with tab would break during airborne operations?  Discovered by 2nd  Bde in 1982.

The Master Jumpmaster Update is a periodic publication produced by the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School.  Please direct any comments or questions to the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School at 396-6581/9023.

Commander

      CPT Oeschger

1SG

  
1SG Bennett

Jumpmaster Committee Chief

SFC Hankins

Tower Committee Chief

SFC Hunt

AMO Committee Chief

SFC Buffaloe
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