COLLEGE TUITION IN NORTH CAROLINA
RESIDENCE FOR TUITION PURPOSES:  To qualify as a resident for tuition purposes, a person must have established legal residence in North Carolina and maintained that legal residence for at least 12 months immediately prior to his classification as a resident for tuition purposes.  To obtain North Carolina residency for tuition purposes, a person must establish that his presence in the state is for purposes of maintaining a bona fide residence rather than merely a temporary change to obtain resident tuition. 
CHANGING YOUR LEGAL RESIDENCE:  The criteria required to change your legal residence to North Carolina is your physical presence in North Carolina, with the simultaneous intent of making it your permanent home, and abandonment of the old legal residence.  Evidence of your intent to change your legal residence may include but is not limited to the following:      (1) paying North Carolina income tax, (2) registering to vote; (3) purchasing residential property or an unimproved residential lot; (4) titling and registering your automobile(s) in North Carolina; and (5) notifying your previous state of residence of the change.

CHILDREN'S RESIDENCE:  A student's legal residence is presumed to be the same as their parents.  If the parents are North Carolina residents, then the student is presumed to be a North Carolina resident for tuition purposes.  If the student's parents are residents of another state the child is considered a nonresident for tuition purposes.  The college or university may require the student to reinforce this presumption by presenting other evidence of legal residence, such as the student's age and general circumstances.

REBUTTING THE PRESUMPTION:  If the student proves they are sufficiently supporting themselves, they can obtain North Carolina residency and qualify for the resident tuition rate.  The college or university requires the student to document their financial independence.  Evidence of financial independence includes sufficient income and proof that the student's parents did not claim the student on their tax return the previous year.  The student must also prove they made a bona fide residence change, rather than merely a temporary change to obtain resident tuition.

PAYING NORTH CAROLINA INCOME TAX:  North Carolina requires residents to pay North Carolina income tax.  A soldier may change their residence for tax purposes by completing a DD Form 2058 State of Legal Residence Certificate, and a W‑4 form.  

SOLDIERS IN NORTH CAROLINA PURSUANT TO MILITARY ORDERS:  If the soldier resides in North Carolina pursuant to military orders then the nonresident portion of the student's tuition is waived.  When the soldier moves out of North Carolina, the student must pay the nonresident tuition rate starting the following academic year.

SUBSEQUENT PCS FROM NORTH CAROLINA:  After the soldier obtains North Carolina residence, a subsequent move from North Carolina pursuant to military orders will not terminate the soldier's North Carolina residence for tuition purposes.  The soldier must continue to pay North Carolina income taxes and remain a North Carolina domiciliary.

COST/BENEFIT ANALYSIS:  Before you make a decision to change your state of legal residence to North Carolina, consider the amount of North Carolina taxes you must pay.  North Carolina residents must pay personal property taxes, and North Carolina income tax.  The following table documents various levels of taxable income and the amount of North Carolina tax the resident paid for the 1994 tax year.
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$25,000


$1,539


   6.16

$50,000


 $3,445


   6.89

$75,000


 $5,195


   6.93

$100,000


 $6,962


   6.96

$125,000


 $8,999


   7.20

CONTACT THE COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY:  If you have questions on the steps necessary to obtain resident tuition for your child, contact the college or university's registrar's office.  They can answer questions regarding your particular case, and the school's individual policies. 

