TAKE-1

IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICES
The XVIII Airborne Corps Legal Assistance Office provides various immigration and naturalization services for clients.  First, the Legal Assistance Office can assist you in determining which INS forms you need.  You may directly order these forms from the INS by calling it by calling 1-800-870-3676.  This is an automated line that provides recorded information as well as an opportunity to place orders.  Also, you may download the forms from the INS web site at www.ins.usdoj.gov or request the forms in writing at 6 Woodlawn Green - Suite 138, Charlotte, NC 28210.

1.QUESTION: What do I do if I want to obtain my "Green Card"?

ANSWER: 
An Alien wishing to immigrate to the United States must file the proper paperwork with the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS).  Three different forms may need to be completed depending on your situation. They are:

a.  Application to Register for Permanent Residence or Adjust to Permanent Resident Status.  This packet is for a person, in the United States, to apply to adjust to permanent resident status or register for permanent residence while in the U.S.

b.  Petition for Alien Relative.  This packet is for a citizen, or lawful permanent resident of the United States, to prove the relationship of certain alien relatives who may wish to immigrate to the U.S.

c.  Petition for Alien Fiance'(e).  This packet is for a citizen of the United States who intends to marry their fiance'(e) within 90 days of the fiance'(e) entering the U.S.

2. QUESTION: What do I do if I already have my "Green Card" and want to become a U.S. citizen?
ANSWER: 
An Alien who wishes to naturalize (become a citizen) must file certain forms with the INS. The Legal Assistance Office can help you obtain the proper forms to apply for naturalization.  To qualify for naturalization the party must meet one of the following three requirements: been a permanent residents for five years or more, been married to the same American citizen for at least three years, or have at least three years service in the Armed Forces of the United States.

3. QUESTION: How long does the naturalization process take?
ANSWER: 
While each client may vary, it usually takes from six to nine months to get an interview scheduled from when the paperwork is filed with the INS.  At the time of the

Interview, the alien also takes the citizenship examination.  If the test and the interview are successful, then the alien will receive notice of when and where to be sworn in.

4. QUESTION:  Where and when is the "swearing in" ceremony?
ANSWER: 
The ceremony takes place at the J.F.K. Special Warfare Center Auditorium.  The dates are set by ACS, not the INS.  You may telephone 396-4120 or 396-8682 for information on the next ceremony.

5.
QUESTION:  What if I don't need a form, but I have an INS question or problem?

ANSWER: 
Clients with INS questions or problems may make an appointment with the Legal Assistance Office to meet with an attorney. However, an attorney cannot help to accelerate the processing time.  Clients who know they have INS matters to take care of should begin the paperwork as soon as possible and not wait until reenlisting or a new position makes citizenship vital.

6.
QUESTION:  Who is able to receive help from the Legal Assistance Office?

ANSWER: 
The XVIII Airborne Corps Legal Assistance Office helps soldiers, family members, and retirees.  Call the Legal Assistance Office at 396-6113/2511 for further information.  Soldiers assigned to the 82d Airborne Division, and their family members, should contact the 82d Airborne Division Legal Assistance Office at 432-0195.

