
SILVESTRE S. HERRERA
PRIVATE FIRST CLASS, US ARMY

Rank and organization: Private First Class, U.S. Army, 
Company E, 142d Infantry, 36th Infantry Division. Place 
and date: Near Mertzwiller, France, 15 March 1945. Entered 
service at: Phoenix, Ariz. Birth: El Paso, Tex. G.O. No.: 75, 
5 September 1945. Citation: He advanced with a platoon 
along a wooded road until stopped by heavy enemy 
machinegun fire. As the rest of the unit took cover, he 
made a 1-man frontal assault on a strongpoint and 
captured 8 enemy soldiers. When the platoon resumed its 
advance and was subjected to fire from a second 
emplacement beyond an extensive minefield, Pvt. Herrera 
again moved forward, disregarding the danger of 
exploding mines, to attack the position. He stepped on a 
mine and had both feet severed but, despite intense pain 
and unchecked loss of blood, he pinned down the enemy 
with accurate rifle fire while a friendly squad captured the 
enemy gun by skirting the minefield and rushing in from 
the flank. The magnificent courage, extraordinary heroism, 
and willing self-sacrifice displayed by Pvt. Herrera resulted 
in the capture of 2 enemy strongpoints and the taking of 8 
prisoners. 



JOSE M. LOPEZ
SERGEANT, US ARMY

Rank and organization: Sergeant, U.S. Army, 23d Infantry, 2d Infantry 
Division. Place and date: Near Krinkelt, Belgium, 17 December 1944. Entered 
service at: Brownsville, Tex. Birth: Mission, Tex. G.O. No.: 47, 18 June 1945. 
Citation: On his own initiative, he carried his heavy machinegun from 
Company K's right flank to its left, in order to protect that flank which was in 
danger of being overrun by advancing enemy infantry supported by tanks. 
Occupying a shallow hole offering no protection above his waist, he cut down 
a group of 10 Germans. Ignoring enemy fire from an advancing tank, he held 
his position and cut down 25 more enemy infantry attempting to turn his flank. 
Glancing to his right, he saw a large number of infantry swarming in from the 
front. Although dazed and shaken from enemy artillery fire which had crashed 
into the ground only a few yards away, he realized that his position soon 
would be outflanked. Again, alone, he carried his machinegun to a position to 
the right rear of the sector; enemy tanks and infantry were forcing a 
withdrawal. Blown over backward by the concussion of enemy fire, he 
immediately reset his gun and continued his fire. Single-handed he held off 
the German horde until he was satisfied his company had effected its 
retirement. Again he loaded his gun on his back and in a hail of small arms fire 
he ran to a point where a few of his comrades were attempting to set up 
another defense against the onrushing enemy. He fired from this position until 
his ammunition was exhausted. Still carrying his gun, he fell back with his 
small group to Krinkelt. Sgt. Lopez's gallantry and intrepidity, on seemingly 
suicidal missions in which he killed at least 100 of the enemy, were almost 
solely responsible for allowing Company K to avoid being enveloped, to 
withdraw successfully and to give other forces coming up in support time to 
build a line which repelled the enemy drive. 



CARLOS JAMES LOZADA
PRIVATE FIRST CLASS, US ARMY

Rank and organization: Private First Class, U.S. Army, Company A, 2d 
Battalion, 503d Infantry, 173d Airborne Brigade. place and date: Dak To, 
Republic of Vietnam, 20 November 1967. Entered service at: New York, N.Y. 
Born: 6 September 1946, Caguas, puerto Rico. Citation: For conspicuous 
gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the 
call of duty. Pfc. Lozada, U.S. Army, distinguished himself at the risk of his life 
above and beyond the call of duty in the battle of Dak To. While serving as a 
machine gunner with 1st platoon, Company A, Pfc. Lozada was part of a 4-
man early warning outpost, located 35 meters from his company's lines. At 
1400 hours a North Vietnamese Army company rapidly approached the 
outpost along a well defined trail. Pfc. Lozada alerted his comrades and 
commenced firing at the enemy who were within 10 meters of the outpost. His 
heavy and accurate machinegun fire killed at least 20 North Vietnamese 
soldiers and completely disrupted their initial attack. Pfc. Lozada remained in 
an exposed position and continued to pour deadly fire upon the enemy 
despite the urgent pleas of his comrades to withdraw. The enemy continued 
their assault, attempting to envelop the outpost. At the same time enemy 
forces launched a heavy attack on the forward west flank of Company A with 
the intent to cut them off from their battalion. Company A was given the order 
to withdraw. Pfc. Lozada apparently realized that if he abandoned his position 
there would be nothing to hold back the surging North Vietnamese soldiers 
and that the entire company withdrawal would be jeopardized. He called for 
his comrades to move back and that he would stay and provide cover for 
them. He made this decision realizing that the enemy was converging on 3 
sides of his position and only meters away, and a delay in withdrawal meant 
almost certain death. Pfc. Lozada continued todeliver a heavy, accurate 
volume of suppressive fire against the enemy until he was mortally wounded 
and had to be carried during the withdrawal. His heroic deed served as an 
example and an inspiration to his comrades throughout the ensuing 4-day 
battle. Pfc. Lozada's actions are in the highest traditions of the U.S. Army and 
reflect great credit upon himself, his unit, and the U.S. Army. 



DANIEL FERNANDEZ
SPECIALIST, US ARMY

Rank and organization: Specialist Fourth Class, U.S. Army, Company C, 1st 
Battalion, 5th Infantry (Mechanized) 25th Infantry Division. Place and date: Cu 
Chi, Hau Nghia Province, Republic of Vietnam, 18 February 1966. Entered 
service at: Albuquerque, N. Mex. Born: 30 June 1944, Albuquerque, N. Mex. 
c.o. No.: 21, 26 April 1967. Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity 
at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. Sp4c. Fernandez 
demonstrated indomitable courage when the patrol was ambushed by a Viet 
Cong rifle company and driven back by the intense enemy automatic 
weapons fire before it could evacuate an American soldier who had been 
wounded in the Viet Cong attack. Sp4c. Fernandez, a sergeant and 2 other 
volunteers immediately fought their way through devastating fire and 
exploding grenades to reach the fallen soldier. Upon reaching their fallen 
comrade the sergeant was struck in the knee by machinegun fire and 
immobilized. 
Sp4c. Fernandez took charge, rallied the left flank of his patrol and began to 
assist in the recovery of the wounded sergeant. While first aid was being 
administered to the wounded man, a sudden increase in the accuracy and 
intensity of enemy fire forced the volunteer group to take cover. As they did, 
an enemy grenade landed in the midst of the group, although some men did 
not see it. Realizing there was no time for the wounded sergeant or the other 
men to protect themselves from the grenade blast, Sp4c. Fernandez vaulted 
over the wounded sergeant and threw himself on the grenade as it exploded, 
saving the lives of his 4 comrades at the sacrifice of his life. Sp4c. Fernandez' 
profound concern for his fellow soldiers, at the risk of his life above and 
beyond the call of duty are in the highest traditions of the U.S. Army and 
reflect great credit upon himself and the Armed Forces of his country. 



MARCARIO GARCIA
STAFF SERGEANT, US ARMY

Rank and organization: Staff Sergeant, U.S. Army, Company B, 22d
Infantry, 4th Infantry Division. Place and date: Near Grosshau, 
Germany, 27 November 1944. Entered service at: Sugarland, Tex. 
Born: 20 January 1920, Villa de Castano, Mexico. G.O. No.: 74, 1 
September 1945. Citation: While an acting squad leader of Company 
B, 22d Infantry, on 27 November 1944, near Grosshau, Germany, he 
single-handedly assaulted 2 enemy machinegun emplacements. 
Attacking prepared positions on a wooded hill, which could be 
approached only through meager cover, his company was pinned 
down by intense machinegun fire and subjected to a concentrated 
artillery and mortar barrage. Although painfully wounded, he refused 
to be evacuated and on his own initiative crawled forward alone until 
he reached a position near an enemy emplacement. Hurling 
grenades, he boldly assaulted the position, destroyed the gun, and 
with his rifle killed 3 of the enemy who attempted to escape. When he 
rejoined his company, a second machinegun opened fire and again 
the intrepid soldier went forward, utterly disregarding his own safety. 
He stormed the position and destroyed the gun, killed 3 more 
Germans, and captured 4 prisoners. He fought on with his unit until 
the objective was taken and only then did he permit himself to be 
removed for medical care. S/Sgt. (then private) Garcia's conspicuous 
heroism, his inspiring, courageous conduct, and his complete 
disregard for his personal safety wiped out 2 enemy emplacements
and enabled his company to advance and secure its objective. 



RODOLFO P. HERNANDEZ
CORPORAL, US ARMY

Rank and organization: Corporal, U.S. Army, Company G, 187th 
Airborne Regimental Combat Team. Place and date: Near Wontong-
ni, Korea, 31 May 1951. Entered service at: Fowler, Calif. Born: 14 
April 1931, Colton, Calif. G.O. No.: 40, 21 April 1962. Citation: Cpl. 
Hernandez, a member of Company G, distinguished himself by 
conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity above and beyond the call of 
duty in action against the enemy. His platoon, in defensive positions 
on Hill 420, came under ruthless attack by a numerically superior and 
fanatical hostile force, accompanied by heavy artillery, mortar, and 
machinegun fire which inflicted numerous casualties on the platoon. 
His comrades were forced to withdraw due to lack of ammunition but 
Cpl. Hernandez, although wounded in an exchange of grenades, 
continued to deliver deadly fire into the ranks of the onrushing
assailants until a ruptured cartridge rendered his rifle inoperative. 
Immediately leaving his position, Cpl. Hernandez rushed the enemy 
armed only with rifle and bayonet. Fearlessly engaging the foe, he 
killed 6 of the enemy before falling unconscious from grenade, 
bayonet, and bullet wounds but his heroic action momentarily halted 
the enemy advance and enabled his unit to counterattack and retake 
the lost ground. The indomitable fighting spirit, outstanding courage, 
and tenacious devotion to duty clearly demonstrated by Cpl. 
Hernandez reflect the highest credit upon himself, the infantry, and 
the U.S. Army. 



DAVID B.BARKELEY
PRIVATE, US ARMY

U.S. Army, Company A, 356th Infantry, 89th 
Division. Place and date: Near Pouilly, France, 9 
November 1918. Entered service at: San 
Antonio, Tex. Birth: Laredo, Tex. G.O. No.: 20, 
W.D., 1919. Citation: When information was 
desired as to the enemy's position on the 
opposite side of the Meuse River, Pvt. Barkeley, 
with another soldier, volunteered without 
hesitation and swam the river to reconnoiter the 
exact location. He succeeded in reaching the 
opposite bank, despite the evident 
determination of the enemy to prevent a 
crossing. Having obtained his information, he 
again entered the water for his return, but before 
his goal was reached, he was seized with 
cramps and drowned. 



ROY P. BENAVIDEZ
MASTER SERGEANT, US 

ARMY



Detachment B-56, 5th Special Forces Group, Republic of Vietnam. Place and Date: West of Loc Ninh on 2 May 1968. Entered Service 
at: Houston, Texas June 1955. Date and Place of Birth: 5 August 1935, DeWitt County, Cuero, Texas. Master Sergeant (then Staff 
Sergeant) Roy P. Benavidez United States Army, who distinguished himself by a series of daring and extremely valorous actions on 2 
May 1968 while assigned to Detachment B56, 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne), 1st Special Forces, Republic of Vietnam. On the 
morning of 2 May 1968, a 12-man Special Forces Reconnaissance Team was inserted by helicopters in a dense jungle area west of 
Loc Ninh, Vietnam to gather intelligence information about confirmed large-scale enemy activity. This area was controlled and routinely 
patrolled by the North Vietnamese Army. After a short period of time on the ground, the team met heavy enemy resistance, and 
requested emergency extraction. Three helicopters attempted extraction, but were unable to land due to intense enemy small arms and 
anti-aircraft fire. Sergeant Benavidez was at the Forward Operating Base in Loc Ninh monitoring the operation by radio when these 
helicopters returned to off-load wounded crewmembers and to assess aircraft damage. Sergeant Benavidez voluntarily boarded a 
returning aircraft to assist in another extraction attempt. Realizing that all the team members were either dead or wounded and unable 
to move to the pickup zone, he directed the aircraft to a nearby clearing where he jumped from the hovering helicopter, and ran 
approximately 75 meters under withering small arms fire to the crippled team. Prior to reaching the team's position he was wounded in 
his right leg, face, and head. Despite these painful injuries, he took charge, repositioning the team members and directing their fire to 
facilitate the landing of an extraction aircraft, and the loading of wounded and dead team members. He then threw smoke canisters to 
direct the aircraft to the team's position. Despite his severe wounds and under intense enemy fire, he carried and dragged half of the 
wounded team members to the awaiting aircraft. He then provided protective fire by running alongside the aircraft as it moved to pick up 
the remaining team members. As the enemy's fire intensified, he hurried to recover the body and classified documents on the dead
team leader. When he reached the leader's body, Sergeant Benavidez was severely wounded by small arms fire in the abdomen and 
grenade fragments in his back. At nearly the same moment, the aircraft pilot was mortally wounded, and his helicopter crashed. 
Although in extremely critical condition due to his multiple wounds, Sergeant Benavidez secured theclassified documents and made his 
way back to the wreckage, where he aided the wounded out of the overturned aircraft, and gathered the stunned survivors into a 
defensive perimeter. Under increasing enemy automatic weapons and grenade fire, he moved around the perimeter distributing water
and ammunition to his weary men, reinstilling in them a will to live and fight. Facing a buildup of enemy opposition with a beleaguered 
team, Sergeant Benavidez mustered his strength, began calling in tactical air strikes and directed the fire from supporting gunships to 
suppress the enemy's fire and so permit another extraction attempt. He was wounded again in his thigh by small arms fire while 
administering first aid to a wounded team member just before another extraction helicopter was able to land. His indomitable spirit kept 
him going as he began to ferry his comrades to the craft. On his second trip with the wounded, he was clubbed from additional wounds 
to his head and arms before killing his adversary. He then continued under devastating fire to carry the wounded to the helicopter. Upon 
reaching the aircraft, he spotted and killed two enemy soldiers who were rushing the craft from an angle that prevented the aircraft door 
gunner from firing upon them. With little strength remaining, he made one last trip to the perimeter to ensure that all classified material 
had been collected or destroyed, and to bring in the remaining wounded. Only then, in extremely serious condition from numerous 
wounds and loss of blood, did he allow himself to be pulled into the extraction aircraft. Sergeant Benavidez' gallant choice to join 
voluntarily his comrades who were in critical straits, to expose himself constantly to withering enemy fire, and his refusal to be stopped 
despite numerous severe wounds, saved the lives of at least eight men. His fearless personal leadership, tenacious devotion to duty, 
and extremely valorous actions in the face of overwhelming odds were in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service, and 
reflect the utmost credit on him and the United States Army. 



EDWARD GOMEZ
PRIVATE FIRST CLASS, USMC

On 14 September 1951, Private First Class Gomez, E 
Company, 2nd Battalion, 1st Marines, 1st Marine 
Division, earned the 85th Korean War Medal of 
Honor.  An ammunition bearer advancing with his 
squad in support of a group of riflemen assaulting a 
strong position on Hill 749, PFC Gomez braved 
heavy fire to keep his machinegun supplied.  As his 
squad deployed to meet an imminent counterattack, 
he voluntarily sought a better location for the gun 
and, when a grenade landed between himself and 
his gun, he grabbed the grenade with his hand.  
Determined to save his comrades, he dove into a 
ditch with the grenade, absorbing the explosion with 
his body at the cost of his own life.



AMBROSIO GUILLEN
STAFF SERGEANT, USMC

On 25 July 1953, Staff Sergeant Guillen, F Company, 
2ndBattalion, 7th Marines, 1st Marine Division, 
earned the 131st and last Korean War Medal of 
Honor.  A rifle platoon sergeant, he was in charge of 
an outpost under night attack by two enemy 
battalions supported by mortars and artillery.  He 
deliberately exposed himself to the heavy fire to 
direct his men in the defense and to personally 
supervise the treatment and evacuation of the 
wounded.  Critically wounded in a fierce hand-to-
hand fight, Sergeant Guillen refused medical aid and 
led his men until the enemy was defeated and forced 
to retreat.  Succumbing to his wound within a few 
hours, his leadership and self-sacrifice enabled his 
platoon to repel a numerically superior force and 
hold their position.



ADAMS LUCIAN
STAFF SERGEANT, US ARMY

Staff Sergeant, U.S. Army, 30th Infantry, 3d Infantry Division. Place and 
date: Near St. Die, France, 28 October 1944. Entered service at: Port Arthur, 
Tex. Birth: Port Arthur, Tex. G.O. No.: 20, 29 March 1945. Citation: For 
conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at risk of life above and beyond the call 
of duty on 28 October 1944, near St. Die, France. When his company was 
stopped in its effort to drive through the Mortagne Forest to reopen the supply 
line to the isolated third battalion, S/Sgt. Adams braved the concentrated fire 
of machineguns in a lone assault on a force of German troops. Although his 
company had progressed less than 10 yards and had lost 3 killed and 6 
wounded, S/Sgt. Adams charged forward dodging from tree to tree firing a 
borrowed BAR from the hip. Despite intense machinegun fire which the enemy 
directed at him and rifle grenades which struck the trees over his head 
showering him with broken twigs and branches, S/Sgt. Adams made his way 
to within 10 yards of the closest machinegun and killed the gunner with a hand 
grenade. An enemy soldier threw hand grenades at him from a position only 
10 yards distant; however, S/Sgt. Adams dispatched him with a single burst of 
BAR fire. Charging into the vortex of the enemy fire, he killed another machine 
gunner at 15 yards range with a hand grenade and forced the surrender of 2 
supporting infantrymen. Although the remainder of the German group 
concentrated the full force of its automatic weapons fire in a desperate effort 
to knock him out, he proceeded through the woods to find and exterminate 5 
more of the enemy. Finally, when the third German machinegun opened up on 
him at a range of 20 yards, S/Sgt. Adams killed the gunner with BAR fire. In 
the course of the action, he personally killed 9 Germans, eliminated 3 enemy 
machineguns, vanquished a specialized force which was armed with
automatic weapons and grenade launchers, cleared the woods of hostile 
elements, and reopened the severed supply lines to the assault companies of 
his battalion. 



HECTOR A. CAFFERATA
PRIVATE, USMC

On 28 November 1950, Private Cafferata, F 
Company, 2nd Battalion, 7th Marines, 1st Marine 
Division, earned the 35th Korean War Medal of 
Honor.  When all the other members of his fire team 
became casualties, Private Cafferata waged a one-
man battle against the attackers.  Making a target of 
himself, he maneuvered up and down the line and 
delivered accurate and effective fire against the 
onrushing force, killing fifteen, wounding many 
more, and forcing the others to withdraw.  While 
repulsing an renewed onslaught, he rushed into an 
entrenchment occupied by wounded marines and 
threw out an enemy grenade that had landed in their 
midst.  When the grenade detonated, it seriously 
wounded him.  He continued to fight on until struck 
by a sniper’s bullet and forced to submit to medical 
evacuation.



BALDOMERO LOPEZ
FIRST LIEUTENANT, USMC

On 15 September 1950, First Lieutenant Lopez, A 
Company, 1st Battalion, 5th Marines, 1st Marine 
Division, earned the 16th Korean War Medal of 
Honor.  Lieutenant Lopez was the leader of a 
platoon assaulting over the seawall on Red Beach 
during the historic landing at Inchon.  Braving fire to 
move to close quarters, he was preparing grenade a 
pillbox when he was hit by automatic weapon fire in 
the right shoulder and chest as he lifted his arm to 
throw, causing him to drop the live grenade.  He 
turned and dragged his body forward to retrieve the 
grenade and throw it, but unable to grasp it, he 
swept the grenade to himself with his wounded arm 
and saved the men near him from serious injury or 
death by absorbing the blast with his body. 



RODOLPHO P. HERNANDEZ
CORPORAL, US ARMY

On 31 May 1951, Corporal Hernandez, G Company, 3rd 
Battalion, 187th Airborne Regimental Combat Team, 
earned the 69th Korean War Medal of Honor.  His 
platoon was forced to withdraw from its positions on 
Hill 420 when it ran out of ammunition during a 
massive enemy attack supported by intensive artillery 
and mortar fire.  Although wounded in an exchange of 
grenades, Corporal Hernandez continued to deliver 
deadly fire into the ranks of the onrushing assailants 
until his rifle jammed.  Immediately leaving his 
position, he rushed the enemy with fixed bayonet, 
killing six of them before falling unconscious from 
grenade, bayonet, and bullet wounds.  His heroic 
action momentarily halted the enemy advance and 
enabled his unit to counterattack and retake the lost 
ground.  Corporal Hernandez survived to receive his 
well-earned decoration.



LEROY A. MENDONCA
SERGEANT, US ARMY

On 4 July 1951, Sergeant Mendonca, B Company, 1st 
Battalion, 7th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Infantry Division, 
earned the 76th Korean War Medal of Honor.  After his 
platoon had captured Hill 586 in a hard fight, a 
numerically superior enemy launched a counterattack.  
Outflanked and under great pressure, the platoon was 
ordered to withdraw.  Sergeant Mendonca voluntarily 
remained and covered the platoon’s withdrawal.  
Under murderous fire, he fired his weapon and threw 
grenades at the attackers until his ammunition supply 
was exhausted.  He fought on using his bayonet and 
clubbed rifle until he was mortally wounded.  After the 
action it was estimated that Sergeant Mendonca had 
accounted for 30 enemy casualties.  His action stalled 
the enemy’s assault and enabled his unit to repel the 
attack and retain the vital hilltop position.



JOSEPH C. RODRIGUEZ
SERGEANT, US ARMY

On 21 May 1951, then Private First Class Rodriguez, F 
Company, 2nd Battalion, 17th Infantry Regiment, 7th 
Infantry Division, earned the 67th Korean War Medal 
of Honor.  PFC Rodriguez was an assistant squad 
leader in an attack on a fortified position when 
withering fire halted the squad.  PFC Rodriguez 
leaped to his feet, charged 60 yards up the fire-swept 
slope, lobbing grenades.  After grenading the first 
position, he attacked the left flank, silencing an 
automatic weapon with two grenades, and continued 
to the top of the hill, taking out two more foxholes on 
the way.  Reaching the right flank, he attacked the 
remaining emplacement, destroying the machinegun 
and killing its crew.  His one-man assault accounted 
for fifteen of the enemy and inspired his comrades to 
secure the strategic strongpoint.  PFC Rodriguez 
survived to receive his award.



BENITO MARTINEZ
CORPORAL, US ARMY

On 6 September 1952, Corporal Martinez, A Company, 
1st Battalion, 27th Infantry Regiment, 25th Infantry 
Division, earned the 110th Korean War Medal of 
Honor. While manning a listening post forward of the 
main line of resistance, his position was attacked by a 
reinforced Communist company.  Fully realizing that 
he was surrounded, he elected to remain at his post 
and raked the attacking troops with crippling fire.  In 
communication with his company by sound-powered 
phone, he insisted that no attempt be made to rescue 
him.  After standing the enemy off for six hours, his 
made his last call shortly before dawn when he 
reported that the enemy was converging on his 
position.  His dogged defense at the cost of his life 
gave his unit time to reorganize and successfully  
counterattack. 



JOE P. MARTINEZ
PRIVATE, US ARMY

Rank and organization: Private, U.S. Army, Company K, 32d Infantry, 7th 
Infantry Division. Place and date: On Attu, Aleutians, 26 May 1943. Entered 
service at: Ault, Colo. Birth: Taos, N. Mex. G.O. No.: 71, 27 October 1943. 
Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity above and beyond the call 
of duty in action with the enemy. Over a period of several days, repeated 
efforts to drive the enemy from a key defensive position high in the snow-
covered precipitous mountains between East Arm Holtz Bay and Chichagof
Harbor had failed. On 26 May 1943, troop dispositions were readjusted and a 
trial coordinated attack on this position by a reinforced battalion was launched. 
Initially successful, the attack hesitated. In the face of severe hostile 
machinegun, rifle, and mortar fire, Pvt. Martinez, an automatic rifleman, rose 
to his feet and resumed his advance. Occasionally he stopped to urge his 
comrades on. His example inspired others to follow. After a most difficult 
climb, Pvt. Martinez eliminated resistance from part of the enemy position by 
BAR fire and hand grenades, thus assisting the advance of other attacking 
elements. This success only partially completed the action. The main Holtz-
Chichagof Pass rose about 150 feet higher, flanked by steep rocky ridges and 
reached by a snow-filled defile. Passage was barred by enemy fire from either 
flank and from tiers of snow trenches in front. Despite these obstacles, and 
knowing of their existence, Pvt. Martinez again led the troops on and up, 
personally silencing several trenches with BAR fire and ultimately reaching the 
pass itself. Here, just below the knifelike rim of the pass, Pvt. Martinez 
encountered a final enemy-occupied trench and as he was engaged in firing 
into it he was mortally wounded. The pass, however, was taken, and its 
capture was an important preliminary to the end of organized hostile 
resistance on the island. 



MANUEL PEREZ, JR.
PRIVATE FIRST CLASS, US ARMY

Rank and organization: Private First Class, U.S. Army, Company A 511th 
Parachute Infantry, 11th Airborne Division. Place and date: Fort William 
McKinley, Luzon, Philippine Islands, 13 February 1945. Entered service at. 
Chicago, Ill. Born: 3 March 1923 Oklahoma City, Okla. G.O. No.: 124, 27 
December 1945. Citation: He was lead scout for Company A, which had 
destroyed 11 of 12 pillboxes in a strongly fortified sector defending the 
approach to enemy-held Fort William McKinley on Luzon, Philippine Islands. 
In the reduction of these pillboxes, he killed 5 Japanese in the open and 
blasted others in pillboxes with grenades. Realizing the urgent need for taking 
the last emplacement, which contained 2 twin-mount .50-caliber dual-purpose 
machineguns, he took a circuitous route to within 20 yards of the position, 
killing 4 of the enemy in his advance. He threw a grenade into the pillbox, and, 
as the crew started withdrawing through a tunnel just to the rear of the 
emplacement, shot and killed 4 before exhausting his clip. He had reloaded 
and killed 4 more when an escaping Japanese threw his rifle with fixed 
bayonet at him. In warding off this thrust, his own rifle was knocked to the 
ground. Seizing the Jap rifle, he continued firing, killing 2 more of the enemy. 
He rushed the remaining Japanese, killed 3 of them with the butt of the rifle 
and entered the pillbox, where he bayoneted the 1 surviving hostile soldier. 
Single-handedly, he killed 18 of the enemy in neutralizing the position that had 
held up the advance of his entire company. Through his courageous 
determination and heroic disregard of grave danger, Pfc. Perez made possible 
the successful advance of his unit toward a valuable objective and provided a 
lasting inspiration for his comrades. 



ALEJANDRO R. RENTERIA RUIZ
PRIVATE FIRST CLASS, US ARMY

Rank and organization: Private First Class, U.S. Army, 165th 
Infantry, 27th Infantry Division. Place and date: Okinawa, Ryukyu 
Islands, 28 April 1945. Entered service at: Carlsbad, N. Mex. 
Birth: Loving, N. Mex. G.O. No.: 60, 26 June 1946. Citation: When 
his unit was stopped by a skillfully camouflaged enemy pillbox, 
he displayed conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity above and 
beyond the call of duty. His squad, suddenly brought under a 
hail of machinegun fire and a vicious grenade attack, was pinned
down. Jumping to his feet, Pfc. Ruiz seized an automatic rifle and 
lunged through the flying grenades and rifle and automatic fire 
for the top of the emplacement. When an enemy soldier charged 
him, his rifle jammed. Undaunted, Pfc. Ruiz whirled on his 
assailant and clubbed him down. Then he ran back through 
bullets and grenades, seized more ammunition and another 
automatic rifle, and again made for the pillbox. Enemy fire now 
was concentrated on him, but he charged on, miraculously 
reaching the position, and in plain view he climbed to the top. 
Leaping from 1 opening to another, he sent burst after burst into 
the pillbox, killing 12 of the enemy and completely destroying the 
position. Pfc. Ruiz's heroic conduct, in the face of overwhelming 
odds, saved the lives of any comrades and eliminated an 
obstacle that long would have checked his unit's advance. 



LOUIS R. ROCCO
WARRANT OFFICER, US ARMY

Rank and organization: Warrant Officer (then Sergeant First Class), U.S. 
Army, Advisory Team 162, U.S. Military Assistance Command. Place and 
date: Northeast of Katum, Republic of Vietnam, 24 May 1970. Entered service 
at: Los Angeles, Calif. Born: 19 November 1938, Albuquerque, N. Mex. 
Citation: WO Rocco distinguished himself when he volunteered to accompany 
a medical evacuation team on an urgent mission to evacuate 8 critically 
wounded Army of the Republic of Vietnam personnel. As the helicopter 
approached the landing zone, it became the target for intense enemy 
automatic weapons fire. Disregarding his own safety, WO Rocco identified and 
placed accurate suppressive fire on the enemy positions as the aircraft 
descended toward the landing zone. Sustaining major damage from the 
enemy fire, the aircraft was forced to crash land, causing WO Rocco to sustain 
a fractured wrist and hip and a severely bruised back. Ignoring his injuries, he 
extracted the survivors from the burning wreckage, sustaining burns to his 
own body. Despite intense enemy fire, WO Rocco carried each unconscious 
man across approximately 20 meters of exposed terrain to the Army of the 
Republic of Vietnam perimeter. On each trip, his severely burned hands and 
broken wrist caused excruciating pain, but the lives of the unconscious crash 
survivors were more important than his personal discomfort, and he continued 
his rescue efforts. Once inside the friendly position, WO Rocco helped 
administer first aid to his wounded comrades until his wounds and burns 
caused him to collapse and lose consciousness. His bravery under fire and 
intense devotion to duty were directly responsible for saving 3 of his fellow 
soldiers from certain death. His unparalleled bravery in the face of enemy fire, 
his complete disregard for his own pain and injuries, and his performance 
were far above and beyond the call of duty and were in keeping with the 
highest traditions of self-sacrifice and courage of the military service. 



EURIPIDES RUBIO
CAPTAIN, US ARMY

Rank and organization: Captain, U.S. Army, Headquarters and Headquarters 
Company, 1st Battalion, 28th Infantry, 1st Infantry Division, RVN. Place and 
date: Tay Ninh Province, Republic of Vietnam, 8 November 1966. Entered 
service at: Fort Buchanan, Puerto Rico. Born: 1 March 1938, Ponce, Puerto 
Rico. Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of 
his life above and beyond the call of duty. Capt. Rubio, Infantry, was serving 
as communications officer, 1st Battalion, when a numerically superior enemy 
force launched a massive attack against the battalion defense position. 
Intense enemy machinegun fire raked the area while mortar rounds and rifle 
grenades exploded within the perimeter. Leaving the relative safety of his 
post, Capt. Rubio received 2 serious wounds as he braved the withering fire to 
go to the area of most intense action where he distributed ammunition, re-
established positions and rendered aid to the wounded. Disregarding the 
painful wounds, he unhesitatingly assumed command when a rifle company 
commander was medically evacuated. Capt. Rubio was wounded a third time 
as he selflessly exposed himself to the devastating enemy fire to move among 
his men to encourage them to fight with renewed effort. While aiding the 
evacuation of wounded personnel, he noted that a smoke grenade which was 
intended to mark the Viet Cong position for air strikes had fallen dangerously 
close to the friendly lines. Capt. Rubio ran to reposition the grenade but was 
immediately struck to his knees by enemy fire. Despite his several wounds, 
Capt. Rubio scooped up the grenade, ran through the deadly hail of fire to 
within 20 meters of the enemy position and hurled the already smoking 
grenade into the midst of the enemy before he fell for the final time. Using the 
repositioned grenade as a marker, friendly air strikes were directed to destroy 
the hostile positions. Capt. Rubio's singularly heroic act turned the tide of 
battle, and his extraordinary leadership and valor were a magnificent 
inspiration to his men. His remarkable bravery and selfless concern for his 
men are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and reflect 
great credit on Capt. Rubio and the U.S. Army. 



JOSE F. VALDEZ
PRIVATE FIRST CLASS, US ARMY

Rank and organization: Private First Class, U.S. Army, Company B, 7th 
Infantry, 3d Infantry Division. Place and date: Near Rosenkrantz, France, 25 
January 1945. Entered service at: Pleasant Grove, Utah. Birth: Governador, 
N. Mex. G. O. No.: 16, 8 February 1946. Citation: He was on outpost duty with 
5 others when the enemy counterattacked with overwhelming strength. From 
his position near some woods 500 yards beyond the American lines he 
observed a hostile tank about 75 yards away, and raked it with automatic rifle 
fire until it withdrew. Soon afterward he saw 3 Germans stealthily approaching 
through the woods. Scorning cover as the enemy soldiers opened up with 
heavy automatic weapons fire from a range of 30 yards, he engaged in a fire 
fight with the attackers until he had killed all 3. The enemy quickly launched an 
attack with 2 full companies of infantrymen, blasting the patrol with murderous 
concentrations of automatic and rifle fire and beginning an encircling 
movement which forced the patrol leader to order a withdrawal. Despite the 
terrible odds, Pfc. Valdez immediately volunteered to cover the maneuver, and 
as the patrol 1 by 1 plunged through a hail of bullets toward the American 
lines, he fired burst after burst into the swarming enemy. Three of his 
companions were wounded in their dash for safety and he was struck by a 
bullet that entered his stomach and, passing through his body, emerged from 
his back. Overcoming agonizing pain, he regained control of himself and 
resumed his firing position, delivering a protective screen of bullets until all 
others of the patrol were safe. By field telephone he called for artillery and 
mortar fire on the Germans and corrected the range until he had shells falling 
within 50 yards of his position. For 15 minutes he refused to be dislodged by 
more than 200 of the enemy; then, seeing that the barrage had broken the 
counter attack, he dragged himself back to his own lines. He died later as a 
result of his wounds. Through his valiant, intrepid stand and at the cost of his 
own life, Pfc. Valdez made it possible for his comrades to escape, and was 
directly responsible for repulsing an attack by vastly superior enemy forces. 



VARGAS, JAY R., JR.
MAJ, USMC

Vietnam Era, Major, United States 
Marine Corps USA, Company G, 2d 
Battalion, 4th Marines, 9th Marine 
Amphibious Brigade. 
Awarded the Medal of Honor. 

Place of Birth: WINSLOW, ARIZONA



YSMAEL R. VILLEGAS
STAFF SERGEANT, US ARMY

Rank and organization: Staff Sergeant, U.S. Army, Company F, 
127th Infantry, 32d Infantry Division. Place and date: Villa Verde Trail, 
Luzon, Philippine Islands, 20 March 1945. Entered service at: Casa 
Blanca, Calif. Birth: Casa Blanca, Calif. G.O. No.: 89, 19 October 
1945. Citation: He as a squad leader when his unit, in a forward
position, clashed with an enemy strongly entrenched in connected
caves and foxholes on commanding ground. He moved boldly from 
man to man, in the face of bursting grenades and demolition charges, 
through heavy machinegun and rifle fire, to bolster the spirit of his 
comrades. Inspired by his gallantry, his men pressed forward to the 
crest of the hill. Numerous enemy riflemen, refusing to flee, continued 
firing from their foxholes. S/Sgt. Villegas, with complete disregard for 
his own safety and the bullets which kicked up the dirt at his feet, 
charged an enemy position, and, firing at point-blank range killed the 
Japanese in a foxhole. He rushed a second foxhole while bullets 
missed him by inches, and killed 1 more of the enemy. In rapid 
succession he charged a third, a fourth, a fifth foxhole, each time 
destroying the enemy within. The fire against him increased in 
intensity, but he pressed onward to attack a sixth position. As he 
neared his goal, he was hit and killed by enemy fire. Through his 
heroism and indomitable fighting spirit, S/Sgt. Villegas, at the cost of 
his life, inspired his men to a determined attack in which they swept 
the enemy from the field. 



MAXMO YABES
FIRST SERGEANT, US ARMY

Rank and organization: First Sergeant, U.S. Army, Company A, 4th Battalion, 
9th Infantry, 25th Infantry Division. Place and date: Near Phu Hoa Dong, 
Republic of Vietnam, 26 February 1967. Entered service at: Eugene, Oreg. 
Born: 29 January 1932, Lodi, Calif. Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and 
intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. 1st Sgt.
Yabes distinguished himself with Company A, which was providing security for 
a land clearing operation. Early in the morning the company suddenly came 
under intense automatic weapons and mortar fire followed by a battalion sized 
assault from 3 sides. Penetrating the defensive perimeter the enemy 
advanced on the company command post bunker. The command post 
received increasingly heavy fire and was in danger of being overwhelmed. 
When several enemy grenades landed within the command post, 1st Sgt.
Yabes shouted a warning and used his body as a shield to protect others in 
the bunker. Although painfully wounded by numerous grenade fragments, and 
despite the vicious enemy fire on the bunker, he remained there to provide 
covering fire and enable the others in the command group to relocate. When 
the command group had reached a new position, 1st Sgt. Yabes moved 
through a withering hail of enemy fire to another bunker 50 meters away. 
There he secured a grenade launcher from a fallen comrade and fired point 
blank into the attacking Viet Cong stopping further penetration of the 
perimeter. Noting 2 wounded men helpless in the fire swept area, he moved 
them to a safer position where they could be given medical treatment. He 
resumed his accurate and effective fire killing several enemy soldiers and 
forcing others to withdraw from the vicinity of the command post. As the battle 
continued, he observed an enemy machinegun within the perimeter which 
threatened the whole position. On his own, he dashed across the exposed 
area, assaulted the machinegun, killed the crew, destroyed the weapon, and 
fell mortally wounded. 1st Sgt. Yabes' valiant and selfless actions saved the 
lives of many of his fellow soldiers and inspired his comrades to effectively 
repel the enemy assault. His indomitable fighting spirit, extraordinary courage 
and intrepidity at the cost of his life are in the highest military traditions and 
reflect great credit upon himself and the Armed Forces of his country. 



RASCON,ALFRED
US ARMY



Specialist Four Alfred Rascon, distinguished himself by a series of extraordinarily courageous acts on 16 
March 1966, while assigned as a medic to the Reconnaissance Platoon, Headquarters Company, 1st Battalion 
(Airborne), 503rd Infantry, 173d Airborne Brigade (Separate). While moving to reinforce its sister battalion under 
intense enemy attack, the Reconnaissance Platoon came under heavy fire from a numerically superior enemy 
force. The intense enemy fire from crew-served weapons and grenades severely wounded several point squad
soldiers. Specialist Rascon, ignoring directions to stay behind shelter until covering fire could be provided, made 
his way forward. He repeatedly tried to reach the severely wounded point machine-gunner laying on an open 
enemy trail, but was driven back each time by the withering fire. Disregarding his personal safety, he jumped to 
his feet, ignoring flying bullets and exploding grenades to reach his comrade. To protect him from further 
wounds, he intentionally placed his body between the soldier and enemy machine guns, sustaining numerous 
shrapnel injuries and a serious wound to the hip. Disregarding his serious wounds he dragged the larger soldier 
from the fire-raked trail. Hearing the second machine-gunner yell that he was running out of ammunition, 
Specialist Rascon, under heavy enemy fire crawled back to the wounded machine-gunner stripping him of his 
bandoleers of ammunition, giving them to the machine-gunner who continued his suppressive fire. Specialist
Rascon fearing the abandoned machine gun, its ammunition and spare barrel could fall into enemy hands made 
his way to retrieve them. On the way, he was wounded in the face and torso by grenade fragments, but 
disregarded these wounds to recover the abandoned machine gun, ammunition and spare barrel items, enabling 
another soldier to provide added suppressive fire to the pinned-down squad. In searching for the wounded, he 
saw the point grenadier being wounded by small arms fire and grenades being thrown at him. Disregarding his 
own life and his numerous wounds, Specialist Rascon reached and covered him with his body absorbing the 
blasts from the exploding grenades, and saving the soldier's life, but sustaining additional wounds to his body. 
While making his way to the wounded point squad leader, grenades were hurled at the sergeant. Again, in 
complete disregard for his own life, he reached and covered the sergeant with his body, absorbing the full force 
of the grenade explosions. Once more Specialist Rascon was critically wounded by shrapnel, but disregarded his 
own wounds to continue to search and aid the wounded. Severely wounded, he remained on the battlefield, 
inspiring his fellow soldiers to continue the battle. After the enemy broke contact, he disregarded aid for himself, 
instead treating the wounded and directing their evacuation. Only after being placed on the evacuation helicopter 
did he allow aid to be given to him. Specialist Rascon's extraordinary valor in the face of deadly enemy fire, his 
heroism in rescuing the wounded, and his gallantry by repeatedly risking his own life for his fellow soldiers are in 
keeping with the highest traditions of military service and reflect great credit upon himself, his unit, and the 
United States Army.


