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A Word from Rear Detachment


3 Panther Team,

Once again, the family and friends of you All-American warriors are excited to send a newsletter from the home front!  It is the culmination of many hours of hard work and commitment, but only a fractional representation of the numerous activities and accomplishments achieved by this Team.  

 

The 3-month mark is upon us and I continue to be amazed by how much your families sacrifice for you, and for each other.  The creativity in organizing games for kids; the patience in passing messages down the alert roster; the consistent effort to solve problems as quickly as possible and at the lowest level; the coaching that occurs between veteran spouses and those new to the Army; the committed effort in organizing outside activities like the Book Club, Scrap booking, Christmas packages, and FRG meetings; and all this despite maintaining the family affairs and (at times) many children.  It all stems from hearts that have no problem giving all they've got.  The result?  An FRG that is successful and admired by units up and down the street.  They are a group to be very proud of.  

 

We are also seeing a great response from businesses and individuals wishing to join the fight by donating supplies and money to the FRG.  Entire Church groups, hometown supermarkets, Wal-Mart, family-run businesses, schools from all over the country, car dealerships, and many others are showing their appreciation for your success in the defense of America.  The fundraising efforts are also in full swing with a goal of paying for as much of the 3 Panther All-Ranks Ball as possible.  Again, all a function of dedicated spouses.

 

Next time you get to the phone, be sure to give them a heartfelt "Thank You" for all they do for the Battalion.  They are certainly earning it!

 

Gentlemen, thank you for advancing America's ground in the War on Terrorism.  You are writing the legacy that will color the 82nd's history, the words of which will echo across changes of command and parades for generations to come.  

 

Fight hard!  Your families and Rear Detachment are behind you All The Way.

 

Best Regards and God Bless You,

Captain Drew Steadman

HHC Company

Three Months Down!

Written by Rosalina Martinez

HHC families are doing well at the three-month mark thanks to the wonderful letters and phone calls we are now receiving more frequently. Yeah! We had a blast at the Battalion Halloween party since HHC was in charge of games for the event. Children got a chance to pin the nose on the pumpkin and dance in their costumes to the party music as they participated in a cakewalk. No one left empty handed since there was plenty of sugary treats to go around. 

HHC ladies have dedicated several hours preparing soldier survival kits. So far, we are about a third of the way finished due to everyone’s hard work. We set up an assembly line trying to get as many survival kits done in one night. Missy Zeisman’s son, Hunter, helped by keeping an accurate count of completed survival kits. He wrote the number of completed kits on the dry erase board keeping us motivated to work faster!   Several ladies have been selling “Support Our Troops” magnets and have done well in sales since they are in high demand. Be on the lookout for a tapped video message we put together at our first company meeting at the beginning of September at Airborne Lanes. 

HHC’s newest additions occurred with the birth of Baby Josh Leible and the birth of Baby Joseph Helms. Moms, Yvonne Leible and Ann Helms are doing great!  Thank you all for sending letters and calling us as often as possible. We know you all are busy working hard. We are proud of you and miss you all very much

ALPHA

By Stephenie Robertson

October has been another busy month for the families of Alpha 

Company.  The month began with a much-needed Alpha Company ladies night out on the fourth of October.  Dinner at the Lonestar gave wives a chance to get together and have a little fun without the kids.  Don’t worry guys – none of your wives have been barred from returning to the Lonestar.  Another night out is in the works for November. 
The battalion Halloween party on the 25th of October was a success, with Alpha Company families providing quite a spread of cupcakes, cookies and candy for the kids.  It was beautiful weather for an 

Alpha -Continued
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 Ladies from Alpha Company enjoy a night out!

The month of October also saw two more additions to the Alpha Company family.  Congratulations to SGT Christopher and Tonya Nunez, who just added Emily Christina Allesse, 8 pounds, 9 ounces, 

to their family.  Congratulations also go out to Charles and Crystal Mathis, the proud new parents of Austin Randall, 8 pounds, 3 ounces, born on the 9th of October.

As always, the soldiers of Alpha Company are foremost in our minds.  Know that we are very proud of you and we eagerly await your arrival back home.

BRAVO

Long Distance Trick or Treating for B. Co Soldiers

By Amy White

The ladies of Bravo Company gathered on Sunday, October 12th to stuff Halloween goodie bags for our wonderful soldiers. We took an hour break from our busy schedules to catch up with one another and have fun while we loaded candies, cookies and other goodies into 155 trick or treat bags in the Brigade classroom. The kids helped make gift tags for each bag and enjoyed watching a video and eating popcorn while the ladies worked! 

All who were there had a good time – from the littlest one (a ten-month old who crawled around looking for trouble at every turn) all the way up to the adults who sorted and sifted through mounds of goodies – no tricks for Bravo Company, just treats!

 Bravo Company would also like to welcome its newest member to the 3-505 team -Collin Matthew Williford. Collin was born on October 1st weighing in at 8 lbs. 1oz. and 21 inches long! Mom, Nancy, and baby are doing great! The new dad was also able to be on the phone during the delivery. Congrats to the Willifords!

CHARLIE

All is Great at Home for Charlie Company!

By Tammy Amburgey


Greetings from Ft. Bragg!  It's a great feeling to know that we are coming up on the halfway point of this deployment and we can all start looking forward to the down slope.  Until those much anticipated reunions, rest assured we are pulling together to give each other as much love and support as we can.  Since our last newsletter we have had a couple new additions to our Panther Family.  A big congratulations to both the Hawkins Family and the Haken Family on their newest arrivals.

The Charlie Co FRG has been hard at work continuing to meet, fundraise, and do some fun stuff too.  Most recently, we got together to stuff 150 Halloween goody bags with 65 pounds of candy.  Whew!  The children loved the mountain of candy we had on the floor of the Amburgey living room.  Especially little Celia Courtright who supervised the whole operation from by sitting in the middle of it. What a cutie! We are also handling crafts for the upcoming Battalion Halloween Party.  A big thanks to Rebecca Sorrels who spearheaded the pumpkin picture frames for the children to color and Maggie Carbone who will be taking  pictures to put inside and printing them on site for everyone. We are also getting  ready for the next company social where we are planning to a get together to include pizza and pottery painting.   Involvement has been the key to our company FRG's success.  As you can tell we've had an outpouring of those wanting to volunteer their time and efforts.  An FRG is only as good as those that give so much of themselves and we truly would not be as far along as we are with out each of them.  Thank you ladies!  Rest assured the Charlie Company wives are doing you all proud back here at home.  

Until next time.  We continue to keep each and everyone of you in our hearts and prayers.  Stay safe and may the good Lord watch over you.

DELTA

By Andrea Hawkins

[image: image5.png]


Everyone survived Hurricane Isabel with minimal damage done. Luckily, Fayetteville had it pretty easy compared to the surrounding areas. To ensure packages arrive before Christmas, the wives are already busy deciding what to include in the Christmas care packages. This involves some creative thinking on the part of the wives and they have some great ideas.

                                              Three proud sons from Delta Company

Delta - continued
 Misty Hevey and Heather Harris are both expecting the birth of their babies in November. We are trying to make this as easy as possible on them while their husbands are away. 

We had a small, but fun turnout for the recent D Company wives meeting at Smokey Bones. We hope to try this again in an attempt to bring the wives closer together while the guys are gone.  We all miss our guys and are doing what we can to help one another. We pray constantly for their safe return. Our guys are always in our thoughts and their presence missed when we are all together. 

Drop Everything and Read!

By Jerah Newbill

During the month of October we didn't feel that we had enough to keep us busy.  3 Panther wives decided that we needed a little more culture in our lives, so we formed a book club.   The first book that we choose to read was Under the Tuscan Sun by Frances Mayes.  At our first meeting we talked about reading the book and then getting together for dinner to discuss what we had read.  Following the dinner we would meet and watch the movie.  All participants agreed that this would be a wonderful way to meet new friends and get out of the house.  We soon learned that you should not judge a book by its cover.  Although very rich in geography and recipes, the book was very difficult to dive right into.  The book club still kept their promise to meet for dinner.  Everyone that attended the potluck brought an Italian dish.  It was a very relaxing evening that had all the fixings.  Good food, great conversation, and even a little wine!

 The following weekend the book club met to watch the movie.  We pondered whether or not this movie was going to be a dull as the book.  We were surprisingly mistaken.  "Under the Tuscan Sun" staring Diane Lane was amazing.  It had all of the ingredients of a great "chick flick" (gentlemen, you should be happy that we didn't drag you along!).  The ladies were very pleased that this movie did not follow the book.  We all agreed that the book club was turning out better than we had planned.

3 Panther Wives are now on to our next book.  This book is very different from the first one.  The Switch by Sandra Brown is a mystery book about twin sisters that switch places, as a prank, and unknowingly make the biggest mistake of their lives.  We will be meeting on November 15th to discuss the book and eat our favorite childhood dishes.  I know that we are all looking forward to getting together again and sharing our thoughts on this book as well as our cooking abilities.  Happy Reading!  

Halloween Party!
By Laura Ririe

On October 25th we had a wonderful Halloween party with a great turnout.  We met at the battalion area for some fun, games and of course lots of tasty treats.  Children and adults dressed up for the festivities.  Sheila Johnson was a "Panther," to represent the 3-505.  Other costumes included fuzzy dice, the incredible hulk, ladybugs, 

Halloween Party - continued
Super hero's and of course witches and ghosts.  There were fun crafts that included making necklaces, and coloring pictures to send your way.  There was fun music and a costume judging contest judged by Cpt. Steadman.  Everyone had a really good time and we all enjoyed the opportunity to get together and share these times together.  It is fun to plan events to help the time to pass.  We are looking forward to getting together again!  We have all become one big family.  


Ladies and Children from Alpha Company.

Officers' Wives gather for a Night at the “Day Spa”.

By Elizabeth Kiniery


The 3 Panther October wives coffee was held at the Day Spa, hosted by Laura Ririe.  The Spa offered special mini manicures, mini pedicures and many other treatments that made every one feel pampered. It gave us a chance to socialize and welcome new members to the coffee group.    The wives also got the opportunity to welcome 3 Panther's newest family member, Avery Fulmer.   He was born just prior to the deployment. What a blessing it is to have him in the 3 Panther family.  Halloween is just around the corner and 3-505 is preparing for its Halloween Party.  There will be games, crafts, food and of course a costume contest. Everyone is doing their part to make sure all the goos and goblins have a wonderful time.  Until next time, may God Bless You and Happy Halloween.

3/505 Ladies Recognized at Ft. Bragg

By Amy Fulmer

Recently two ladies from the Battalion were recognized at Ft. Bragg for there outstanding volunteer work. Monica Wilson from Delta Company and Laura Theragood from Bravo Company were each awarded the prestigious Mary Walker Award which recognizes Army spouses for outstanding volunteer service. We are very proud of these two ladies and are fortunate to have them as a part of the 3 Panther Family. 

Laughs and Thoughts from Home

More and more information coming out on Saddam Hussein. We now know that he has, like, 24 presidential palaces. Each one of these palaces of Saddam's has a dolphin pool and an amusement park. Well, if you didn't think this guy was creepy before - now he's starting to sound like Michael Jackson." -David Letterman

How do know if you’re a Redneck with a computer?
1. The monitor is up on blocks.

2. Outgoing faxes have tobacco stains on them.

3. The six front keys have rotted out.

4. The extra RAM slots have Dodge Truck parts stored in them.

5. The numeric keypad only goes up to six.

6. The password is BUBBA.

7. There's a gun rack mounted on the CPU.

8. There's a Skoal can in the CD-ROM drive.

9. The keyboard is camouflaged.

10. The Mouse is referred to as a 'Critter'

Toby Keith Music Fans-

This week Toby Keith’s new CD “Shock’n Y’all” with the much talked about song titled the “Taliban Song” and “American Solider” were released. After his last CD with the famous song “Courtesy Of the Red, White and Blue (The Angry American)” many are looking forward to this new CD. Toby promised recently in an interview with Dan Rather that this CD would have a lot of shocking songs on it. He also stated that because of his long friendship with the military, he titled his new CD with them in mind. 

-Amy Fulmer


































4

[image: image6.png]


[image: image7.png]


_1083656834.doc
[image: image1.png]






_1083669894.doc
[image: image1.png]






