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Editorial Note:  Most of this Newsletter was prepared before 5 November when SFC Jose Rivera of Delta Company was killed in action.  We have added parts that are a Memorial to him and his family.  We remember the Rivera family in our prayers.  We also remember and pray for SPC Wills who was injured in the same incident and is recovering in the United States.  
Around the Battalion

 (by BN S-3, MAJ Katz)
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3 Panther Soldiers during a successful raid.

Hello from FOB St Michael.  We have been very busy since the last newsletter.  Without going into operational details, the battalion has conducted numerous raids, ambushes, patrols, and other missions to keep pressure on the enemy.  It is a difficult challenge to tackle all of the missions simultaneously, but one that your paratroopers have met and exceeded every time.  

Our thoughts and prayers extend out to our fallen comrade, SFC Jose Rivera, and his family.  I had the good fortune to work with him for a couple of months prior to the deployment, and personally will miss him a great deal.  He was the model soldier and leader…always leading by example and from the front, tough but fair, and his soldiers would follow him to hell and back.  I will remember him the way I usually saw him; with a smile on his face and ready to tackle any challenge that came down the pike.  

The paratroopers are continuing to “get after it”.   In short, this means taking the fight to the enemy and maintaining the support of the Iraqi people in our area.  Again, be proud of the men of 3 Panther.  They are the nation’s finest and are, quite simply, doing a phenomenal job over here. All the Way!
[image: image2.jpg]



After the Memorial service, SGT Heredia from AT-5 Pays Final Tribute at SFC Rivera’s Memorial Display.  Hundreds of other soldiers line up to give their final salute.
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The new dining facility grand opening, appropriately named “Jose’s Place” after SFC Jose A. Rivera.

I am proud to have had the privilege of knowing and serving with SFC Jose Antonio Rivera.  His loss has had a tremendous impact on the entire battalion, especially to those entrusted to his care.  As many of the testimonials have indicated, in this case it was not unlike the loss of a father.  One who deeply cared for his paratroopers.  Even though our pain is great, we recognize that it cannot compare with the grief experienced by the Rivera family.  Our hearts go out to them and we will remain committed to them as long as they want us.  On 8 November the battalion held a memorial at FOB St. Michael with bagpipes, testimonials, and prayers.  We taped the event and will send a copy to the Rivera family so they can see how we honored one of our fallen comrades.  It was a somber event attended by both Major General Swannack, the 82d Airborne Division Commander and Colonel Smith, the 3d Brigade Commander as well as all the paratroopers of 3 Panther.  SFC Rivera was laid to rest on 13 November in Puerto Rico.  The 82d Airborne Division provided the entire burial detail with 3 Panther Paratroopers serving as pallbearers.  SFC Rivera was posthumously awarded the Purple Heart Medal, the Bronze Star Medal and the coveted Combat Infantryman’s Badge.  

With the help of the 504th Military Police Battalion we captured 6 of the 8 Iraqis responsible for the ambush that took the life of SFC Rivera.  Apparently one was killed in the action and the other one remains at large.  The house that contained the weapons used in the attack was reduced to rubble with a surgical air strike intended to send a clear message that we will not tolerate attacks against our forces and that those that harbor the enemy will feel serious repercussions.  We hope this offers additional closure on the entire tragedy.  

The last month has been an incredibly busy one with the paratroopers continuing to shine in all areas.  Each company continues to press in their zones to defeat enemy forces while at the same time delivering humanitarian assistance and developing civil affairs programs and projects intended to improve the well being of the Iraqi people.  The paratroopers draw great strength and pride from making a positive difference for the common Iraqi.  I have told many that the situation in Iraq is not as bleak as depicted in the press.  You are only seeing and reading about the bad – events that will sell papers and make headlines.  Much of the good lacks the sensationalism and news impact of those other stories.  I equate it to big city crime.  If New Yorkers only read the crime page everyday and nothing else I suspect that over time a bleak and hopeless attitude would prevail.  We are much more positive about where we are headed over here.  

Improvements at FOB St. Michael are measured daily.  On 15 November we celebrated the grand opening of our new Dining Facility that offers an environmentally controlled atmosphere for our paratroopers to dine in.  Our Dining Facility paratroopers, “the cooks”, are really setting new high marks for taking care of our appetites.  We will formally memorialize the facility as “Jose’s Place” in honor of SFC Rivera.  New shower facilities and latrines are in place, force protection measures such as barriers are improved daily, and power is very consistent throughout the base.  We have become the division standard for good ideas at FOBs.  Our new living / sleeping tents include overhead cover to protect from mortar attack and we are improving our morale and welfare packages.  The gym is coming right along and we are still awaiting the Internet café package that should allow our paratroopers to send regular emailings.  

Again I send my thanks to the family readiness group and our extended family for the unwavering support for our deployed paratroopers as well as for our families who are trying to carry on without loved ones.  

As I told our paratroopers when I returned; the tragedy of SFC Rivera’s death is a new point of departure for our great battalion.  We have honored a fallen hero and now will prosecute our campaign against non-compliant forces with even more vigor.  

LTC Pete Johnson

3 Panther 6
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FOB St. Michael from above.

COMMAND SERGEANT MAJOR
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A Bulletin for the Memorial Ceremony

On 5 November 2003, 3 Panther lost a dynamic Platoon Sergeant at the enemy’s hands.  SFC Rivera was a leader who was driven by the needs of his men.  I remember the day I told him that he was going to take AT-5 in D company.  He looked at me first very serious and then the corner of his mouth started to crack and a smile over took his face and he stated matter of factly, “Sergeant Major I’m ready.”  

See, SFC Rivera had been grinding it out on the battalion staff as the S5 and rattling that cage, what he referred to staff work as, to be set free on a platoon of paratroopers that he could lead and mold.  While awaiting his shot at a platoon, SFC Rivera was seeking ways to make himself better, from punishing his body during physical training to attending Jumpmaster school to become a technical expert in airborne operations.  I remember one day I was walking out of the gym and noticed on the bulletin board a flyer announcing that the next morning the Fort Bragg Ironman Contest was being held.  I immediately thought of SFC Rivera and tracked him down doing what he did best Pull-ups.  It only took me few seconds to ask him if he would represent the battalion on short notice.  His response to me was that growing smile and a confident “Airborne.” He placed in every event he entered bringing great credit upon 3 Panther that day.

Finally, the day came that SFC Rivera had so longed for.  The First Sergeant from D company had a vacancy and had specifically asked for him by name to come be part of the team.  After telling him, I could immediately see the wheels spinning and I had to laugh to myself and say AT-5 watch-out. An immediate impact was felt by his presence within the platoon.  Quiet professionalism and watch out for your buddies left and right were SFC Rivera’s watchwords. SFC Rivera cared as deeply for his men and as his men did for him.  There is not a single soldier in the battalion that he has not touched in one way or another and for that we are a better unit.

Our deepest condolences go out to the Rivera family. Know that Jose gave his life for what he believed in most, love for freedom, country, family and his men. He was out front leading by example, as only he would have had it. Only a couple of days have passed since we have seen him last, but the impact he made will live with us forever. Godspeed

Command Sergeant Major Champagne

HHC

The Desert Chronicles of HHC, 3 Panther

October 03


As another month draws to an end we continue to assess and pride ourselves in the many successes we have accomplished during our time here in Iraq. With each passing month our Iraqi neighbors have gained a sense of confidence in our presence. The month of October has seen the return of many Iraqi children to classrooms with back-packs and books provided by paratroopers from 3 Panther. We have seen the opening of a new Iraqi post office and the return of many farmers to the fields and markets of our local area. Everywhere we travel the fruits of our generosity and hard work can be seen. 


Collectively, Team Jingle continues to support every success story for 3 Panther. We know that our jobs are not always the stories featured by the media, but we take pride in all the successes of the battalion. 


We will try not to stuff ourselves with too much candy because we know that next month will bring turkey, gravy, and stuffing!

Mortars


If anyone is looking for tour guides of Iraq and the Baghdad area in the near future, please feel free to contact any of the outstanding paratroopers from the 3 Panther mortar section. We continue to serve the battalion in our new capacity as the highly sought after escort section with pride and distinction. Our frequent mileage customers include routine medical appointments and logistical packages with S&T. 


Our section says farewell next month to two outstanding NCOs. SGT Easley is transferring to 3 Panther’s C Co where he will lead the mortar men of that Company’s 60mm section. We wish him well in his new assignment and know he will do an outstanding job! Our final departure this month is SGT powers who will be returning to college in Salt Lake City, Utah this coming year. On behalf of all the soldiers of the section and the members of 3 Panther we thank you for your hard work and dedication. Good luck in all your future endeavors! We round out this month with the promotion of our platoon leader, LT Ririe, from second lieutenant to first lieutenant. Congratulations!

Medics

With a fit and healthy battalion, the medics and medical staff of 3 Panther have enjoyed many hours of un-interrupted training time…for honing their skills at X-box! Many more hours have been spent this month improving the platoons medical knowledge and hands on medical treatment skills under the daily classroom instruction of the Battalion PA, LT Steven Owens, and the leadership of SSG Ayan and SSG Woodruff. The platoon’s humanitarian and good will efforts continue to thrive under the direction of our Iraqi neighbors’ friendly American physician, “Doctor Barnez” (MAJ Barnes, the BN Surgeon). 

Scouts


 “As the newly dubbed Scout Commander, it is my privilege to recognize this month the heroic efforts of the RECON platoon of 3 Panther,” states an enthusiastic CPT McGinley. “Our teams have been very successful in their efforts to adding an added level of protection for all of us at FOB St. Michael.” For their valor, four snipers were recognized at this month’s battalion formation: SSG Cross, SPC Soto, SPC Anderson, and SPC Holcomb. We are pleased to welcome to our Team 1 SSG Shawn Miller, formally of A Co! We look forward to his leadership and expertise. 


Our section is also pleased to announce the arrival of the Airborne PX-forward, commanded by our very own SFC Leeworthy! Business is booming for our star entrepreneur, with record sales of over $5000 in less than 6 hours the first day! Hot items continue to be X-box games, magazines and CD’s. Up next: Harley Davidson sales! 

Mechanics 


Another month is behind us and the maintenance team is still going strong. We were privileged to have the ADC-S visit FOB St. Michael and inspect the impressive progress we have made with the resources that have been made available to us. He was very pleased with our section and honored our very own SFC Frye with a coveted one star coin. Our section is successful because of our motivated soldiers. SFC Frye and SSG Thompson decided to pass this token of excellence on to SPC Hunter, who has worked countless hours on the trucks of 3 Panther. We are very proud of all the mechanics and all that they do to make this organization a great success. Airborne!

Commo


 With the introduction of internet access to FOB St. Michael, CPT Santos Deleon and the 3 Panther Commo section have become the popular men on campus. To ensure the battalion’s connectivity, PFC Twomey and SPC Faust have been hard at work maintaining the computer network and radio signal connections. Their efforts are constantly assisted by our radio parts go-to-man, PFC Cuellar. SPC Blackwell and PFC Harris keep an eye on the stars, constantly vigilant in their task to track the satellites that carry our signals between the troops, our base, and to you, our loved ones at home. 

DFAC


The 3 Panther cantina continues to do great business at FOB St. Michael. Favorite delights includes include chicken fajitas, steaks, and flaky buttered biscuits and gravy. These culinary masterpieces are the products of the finest cooks in the 82nd Airborne. Our all-star cooking staff includes SPC (P) Ward, who is in charge of our breakfast shift, and SPC Graham, our resident dinner chef. On a recent visit from the ADC-S, our very own PFC Tejeda was recognized for his dedication to dining excellence with a one star coin. None of our meals could be completed without the efforts of SGT Burgado, who has been responsible for ordering, organizing, and shipping many of the ingredients from our logistics centers to FOB St. Michael. We are anxiously awaiting the privilege of creating a memorable Thanksgiving meal for the paratroopers of 3 Panther this coming month!

S&T


Business is business as usual for the “Roughnecks” of 3 Panther. Our supply lines are steady with everything from mail, parts, tires and meals coming in on our fleet of trucks. 


The 3 Panther Inn (Detainee facility), run by the Roughnecks, continues to be a thriving business at FOB St. Michael. 


The soldiers, NCOs and Officers of the “Roughnecks” and Team Jingle would like to extend a friendly good-bye and good luck to SPC Keen, who will be departing 3 Panther within the next month. Thank you for your service and dedication!

 Headquarters


There are many unsung heroes of the battalion who work day and night in the information center of the battalion. Our TOC staff and radiomen endure long hours filtering through information both critical and mundane. We are fortunate to have SPC Benner, SPC McFadden, SPC Elliot and PFC Arnold as our battalion RTO’s who ensure that the timely dissemination of radio traffic is received. Their outstanding efforts coordinate the continuous protection and safety of our soldiers on the front line; and keep our leadership organized and up to date! 


Our element bids farewell to SPC Benner of the S-3 Section and SGT Gaccione of the S-2 Section this coming month. Thank you both for your dedication and hard work with 3 Panther and good luck in your future assignments!

Air Defense Artillery

Under the leadership of LT Crow and SFC Carter, the Air Defense Artillery slice element of 3 Panther has been a vital part of the task force on this deployment. Two of their soldiers, SPC Quinlan and SPC Salinas, have recently earned the privilege of appearing before the promotion board. Their potential as future leaders and NCOs in the ADA section is something we look forward too. Our platoon would also like to say fairwell to SGT Mumm who will be departing our unit this coming month; we thank you for your contribution to this great organization. Our month of October is topped off with the exciting news the family of SPC Edwards will be expanding soon- they are expecting another baby! 

Commander’s Comments


With each passing month the First Sergeant and I are continually impressed by the professionalism and dedication to the tasks at hand by your husbands, sons, and loved ones under our command in this task force. As you can see from the many sections that contribute to this newsletter, HHC’s Team Jingle assists the rifle company soldiers of this battalion in many ways. We are proud of their many accomplishments throughout the past few months and look forward to their continued efforts in the days yet to come. 


To everyone back home, thank you again for your faithful support and prayers. We could not do our jobs without your support back home.  

ALPHA “Shadow”

As we pass the three-month mark of our deployment, I can tell you that your husbands and sons’ performance has been nothing less than superb.  They have met every challenge with undaunted courage, boldness, and skill.  Their overwhelming compassion and benevolence to the People of Iraq are destroying the fabrications that Saddam Hussein has built about Americans and the rest of the world for the past 30 years.
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(SGT Mitchell, the company medic, provides aid to an Iraqi injured in an auto accident that we passed during a patrol.)

When your husbands and sons leave this country, they will have left an indelible mark on the Iraqi People.  Over the past three months they have increased the security and stability in our zone by detaining men responsible for attacking both Americans and Iraqis.  They have discovered and confiscated tens of thousands of pounds of munitions and weapons that can no longer be used by thugs or terrorists.  They have built the Iraqi Police Force’s confidence by conducting joint patrols to apprehend criminals and black marketers. 

They have assisted with countless civil projects, some of which include the opening of five renovated schools and providing the new students with book bags and school supplies; the opening of a new post office; the renovation of the town’s city council building; and replacing Saddam Hussein’s face on billboards with much more appealing pictures (see picture below).  Also prior to the start of the Muslim holy period of Ramadan, they assisted several Mosques in the area by providing them with much needed supplies. They continually distribute humanitarian aid to poor Iraqis, which includes toys, coats, blankets, and stoves needed for the winter.  Your husbands and sons have done all this and much more.  I wish you could see how magnificently they are representing our Country.

[image: image7.jpg]



We continue to grow tighter as a family and a team in Iraq.  Many friendships are being formed here that will last for years after this experience.  The living conditions at FOB St. Michael are outstanding.  We are still striving to get Internet capabilities. Hopefully by the time this letter is published it will be up and running.  The temperature has recently dropped to the lows in the mid-50s and highs in the mid-80s, which seems like moderate weather, but after spending the last few months in 100+ degrees it can feel a little chilly.     

Alpha Company is expecting some new additions to our family during the upcoming months.  PFC Luis and Venessa Villareal are expecting in the month of November.  CPL Thomas and Heather Ridge are expecting in the month of December. We would like to welcome them in advance to the Alpha Company Family.  We would also like to farewell the following Alpha Company paratroopers:

SFC Gonzalez who served as 3rd Platoon’s Platoon Sergeant is now assigned to HHC.  He is now responsible for training the Iraqi Facility Protective Service (FPS), which is a security organization created to protect key facilities around Iraq.

SSG Morton who served as the Company’s 60mm Mortar Section Sergeant is now assigned to the Battalion’s S-3 shop where he will assist managing the command and control cell for the Battalion. 

SSG Miller who served as 3rd Platoon’s Weapon Squad Leader is now assigned to the Battalion Scout Platoon and is in charge of a Scout Team.


We also would like to acknowledge some reenlistments and promotions:  
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(2LT Kilbride reenlists SGT Lainez at FOB St. Michael.)

Reenlisted Paratroopers for the Month of October:
SGT Bradley Andrews

SGT Roberto Lainez

SGT Donald Mobbley

SPC Daniel Rivera

SPC Joshua Grant

01 November 2003 Promotions:

1LT Stephen Dobbins to the rank of Captain

Promotions to Sergeant (SGT):

SGT Nels Bergmark

SGT Joshua Grant

SGT Joseph Jones

SGT Shaun McAmis

SGT Jeramy McCarty

SPC Ridge laterally transferred to Corporal

Promotions to Private First Class (PFC):

PFC Robert Hanger

PFC Ryan Armstrong

PFC Christopher Cammarano

PFC Emanuel Collazo

The families of Alpha Company are always in our thoughts and prayers as we focus on the task at hand.  Again, we cannot say thank you enough for your support and encouragement!!!!  

CPT Jeff Robertson

BRAVO JACKELS

As we near the three-month mark of the deployment, the men of Bravo Company remain focused and motivated for our mission here.  We stay busy with missions and daily patrols, which take up most of the soldiers’ time.  As part of our humanitarian mission, we are improving local schools and often hand out food and blankets to children and families.  Increasingly, we can witness the positive impact of our efforts on the Iraqi populace in the area.  

Our soldiers recently had the opportunity to take a break from the exhausting pace of day-to-day operations.  Each platoon went for a three-day R&R.  They relaxed, used phones and computers, went to the post office, and ate great food (well, better than the norm).  Much of their time was also spent playing on the X-box and watching movies.  Needless to say, morale increased greatly after the break.

The company was very happy to hear of the birth of Collin Matthew Williford on October 1st.  Although PFC James Williford couldn’t be there for it, he looks forward to seeing his wife Nancy and his new son soon.

We would also like to honor PV2 Jonathan Murphy.  He received the Purple Heart from LTC Johnson this month for his injury sustained on August 30th.

We’d like to extend heartfelt thanks to the Bravo Company FRG for the banner signed by the families as well as for the Halloween candy mailed to us.  It’s always a great day when we receive something from you all—it makes us feel a little closer to home.

We look forward to seeing you all again soon.  You are always in our thoughts and prayers.

CHARLIE ROCK

[image: image9.jpg]



Soldiers from Charlie Company Provide the Firing Party for the Memorial Ceremony

Hello from Iraq!  We’ve all been working hard this past month and want to thank you up front for your thoughts, prayers, and mail.  Without your constant support our job here would be much more difficult.  Forward Observation Base ST MICHAEL has gone from a filthy abandoned chicken processing plant to a safer and more comfortable home away from home these past two months.  Our most recent recreational addition is a company television area where we can watch the latest Britney Spears or Beoncé Knowles 

video on the European music television stations.  Not a bad way to begin or end a long day out on a patrol.  The weather continues to improve.  The highs have been between 90 and 95°F and our air conditioners keep 1SG Canales cold at night and most of the day.

Charlie Company has made huge strides forward this past month and we are beginning to see some fruits of our labor.  While we continue conducting Offensive and Civil Military operations, we do our best to take time to relax and write our family and friends at home.  Recently we opened an elementary school, which put smiles on the children’s faces.  We have many more schools in the works.  In addition, the Iraqi people are making a noticeable effort to clean and correct their trash and sewage problems. 


Congratulations to SGT and Kristina Haiken on the newest addition to our family, Kala Ann Haiken.  She’s a beautiful baby and we can’t wait to meet her.  We said goodbye to SPC Zimbro and SPC Covell this past month.  We wish them luck and success in life after the Army and thank them for their hard work and camaraderie.  We also welcomed SGT Easley to our ranks as our new mortar platoon sergeant.  He has some big shoes to fill, both literally and figuratively, as we’ll soon be losing SSG Brown to the drill sergeant trail.  PFC Adams, 2nd Platoon’s medic was recently awarded the Army Commendation Medal for his quick, clear-headed actions.  We’re all fortunate to be on a team with guys like him.  Our best wishes go out to SSG Reagan, SGT Gavin, and PFC Fonseca.  You’re all deeply missed but still very much a part of our team.


Lastly, our thoughts and prayers are with 1SG Reyes, former 2nd platoon sergeant.  He’s an incredible man who has coached, taught, and mentored all of us with his caring and tireless leadership.  We’re relieved to hear his surgery went well and wish him a fast and full recovery.


The picture below shows second platoon just prior to leaving for a three day Rest and Relaxation “vacation”.  Three days was just enough time to unwind and get ready to go back to work.
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Thanks again for everything you do!

2LT Rob Newbill

SFC John Coomer

DELTA ROAD WARRIORS
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1SG Roth Paying Final Tribute

Memorial Ceremony, Commanders Comments (CPT Rick Schute)

Major General Swannack…Command Sergeant Major Amacker…Colonel Smith…Command Sergeant Major Burgos…paratroopers of Delta Company and Task Force Three Panther…and all other warfighters who have gathered this morning.  I stand before you in complete and utter humility.  I am humbled by the task at hand…to honor our fallen comrade…Sergeant First Class Jose Rivera…a quiet professional…a paratrooper…a soldier’s soldier who’s spirit touched all who came in contact with him.

I first ran into Sergeant Rivera doing one of the things he was most passionate about…punishing his body during a morning PT session on Lindsay field…more than likely…his second session of the day.  He was hammering out pull-ups with a frequency and intensity I simply have never seen.  This intensity immediately struck me and I thought…”this young trooper would make a great section leader in Delta Company.”  Mistaking his vigor for that normally reserved for younger paratroopers…I found out he was a Sergeant First Class in the battalion operations section.  A few months later we received our deployment orders and First Sergeant Roth explained that AT-5’s current platoon sergeant would not be deploying.  My immediate concern for making a platoon sergeant change so near deployment vanished when I found out that the man taking the job was Sergeant Rivera.  Upon assuming his duties…he quickly began exceeding all expectations.  His seemingly endless energy quickly infected AT-5 and began shaping them into one of the best platoons in the company.

Sergeant Rivera’s passion for being a soldier was evident in any task or assignment he was given.  Whether achieving unprecedented results in recruiting quality soldiers for our army or leading from the front during a counter-ambush patrol along MSR Tampa...his dedication to duty… the mission…and his fellow paratroopers was ever present.  A dedication similarly displayed by his paratroopers during the ambush where he was mortally wounded…as valiant efforts were made to suppress the enemy ambush…provide aid…and bring order out of chaos.  A dedication that continued into the morning by the medical staff of Three Panther and the Twenty-eighth Combat Support Hospital as they worked vehemently to aid Sergeant Rivera in his final struggle.  A struggle which if anyone could have…Sergeant Rivera would have soldiered through.  Which is exactly what his instructions would be to all of us if he were present for duty today…to soldier through…remain proud…and take the fight to the enemy.

Sergeant Rivera’s passion for being a soldier was only exceeded by his passion for being a husband and a father.  Remarked by a paratrooper in AT-5…”if he cared for his family anything like he cared for us…I know he was a wonderful father.”  The overwhelming pride Sergeant Rivera possessed in the family he and his wife Sonia had built was evident in that it was his topic of choice when shooting the breeze in the platoon tent.  He looked forward to returning to Sonia...his son Sergio...his daughter Stephanie...and especially his eldest son Orlando…who was “making it through college on his own” as Sergeant Rivera put it with his contagious smile.  To the Rivera family…while our sorrow could never compare to your bereavement…please find solace in the thought that the Three Panther family shares your loss…you will remain in our hearts and our prayers.  Sergeant Rivera is irreplaceable…and the army is a much better place for having him serve in its ranks.

I close with a verse from the book of John...chapter 15.

“Greater love has no one than this...that he lay down his life for his friends.”

Sergeant Rivera, you epitomize this love…and for this I salute you…God speed...Airborne...all the way...H-minus!

(Written before November 2003)

Hello from Forward Operating Base Saint Michael.  To the FRG and our families…thank you for your continued support with letters and care packages…they are what truly keep us getting after it.  

Company D celebrated Halloween by sending almost half the company to begin a well deserved three day rest and relaxation to another Forward Operating Base with a specially designated getaway.  AT-1, half of AT-5 and half of AT-4 enjoyed three days of no patrolling, and as much X-Box as could be squeezed in between stuffing their faces with Brown & Root chow.  Some sports, reading and resting also took place (when an X-Box controller was not available).

The majority of our patrols have been recently focused on disposing of the unbelievable amount of unexploded ordinance that riddles the countryside of Iraq…bombs, missiles, shells, grenades…you name it…it’s out there.  It usually starts with an Iraqi citizen, often one who has seen our commitment to civil military projects, approaching the base with information about “some old bombs somewhere.”  We work through the language barrier with the help of interpreters and formulate the plan.  The Explosives Ordinance Disposal team that supports the region lives on our base, so their responsiveness is rather quick.  We escort the disposal team or guard the munitions until the team arrives, then secure them as they dispose of the ordinance.  In addition to these missions, many of our patrols have been aimed at deterring or detecting enemy activity.  When activity is discovered, we have been very successful in safely acting on the information and preventing future activity.

Our civil military operations are helping rebuild Iraq and bolster the citizens and government agencies.  These operations range from joint patrols with the Iraqi Police in order to prevent black market operations, to distributing humanitarian aid to the less fortunate.  Our recent focus has been to stop illegal water tapping from the irrigation canals.  Since our area of operations is mainly farmland, water via irrigation canals is the local lifeline and farmers who take more than their share…hurt others down the canal.  We have been teaming up with the Iraqi Police to patrol the canals and serve notice to the farmers who are illegally tapping.  We have even arrested those who fail to comply.  This in conjunction with rebuilding critical pumping stations will greatly aid the farmers in the area and ensure an ample water supply is maintained for everyone.

Once again…thanks for everyone’s continued support.

CPT Roman Skaskiw

Recent Reenlistments:
SSG Jorge Osorio

Recent Promotions:

SGT Gordon Beatte

SGT Manuel Heredia

SGT Sean Oliver

SPC Wayde Pariseau

SPC Jessee Posner

PFC Carlos Campos

PFC Nickolas Kreger

Farewell and good luck to the following paratroopers:
SFC Robert Duenas – PCS to the Ranger Mountain Camp

SGT Steven Donato – PCS to Fort Polk

SGT Jonathon Wells – PCS to Fort Richardson

SPC Allen Faires – PCS to Germany
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

A Brief Recount of the Memorial Service

We have been hoping and praying that we would all make it back to our loved ones safely.  We have had some close calls, but have been very blessed.  Then, on 5 November 2003, we lost a great soldier in Battle, SFC Rivera from Delta Company.  In addition, SPC Wills from the same vehicle, was seriously injured and flown to the United States.  

On 8 November 2003 the entire Battalion and Task force here at FOB St. Michael gathered for a Memorial Ceremony.  

A Memorial stand was built by the Battalion that held  SFC Rivera’s Boots, Helmet, ID Tags, weapon and awards (He is being awarded the Purple Heart, Bronze Star, and Combat Infantrymen’s Badge Posthumously).  

The Soldiers formed up in a Horse Shoe Formation around the Memorial Stand.  The Commanding General of the Division and other dignitaries flew in for the Ceremony.

Five minutes before the service began, 1LT McNamara began to play a reverent Melody on the Bagpipes.  The service began with a prayer.

Delta Company Commander, CPT Schute then spoke.  His comments are included above.  In addition, 1LT Weinburgh, SSG Vanwinkle, and SSG Robinson from AT-5 spoke.  Their comments were very emotional and there were many tears shed by the soldiers at the service.

I also spoke, and Amazing Grace was played by 1LT McNamara.

At the end of the service, proper honors were rendered, including a last role call by 1SG Roth, a 21 Gun Salute, and Taps.

Then every soldier lined up to give a final salute at SFC Rivera’s Memorial Display.  It was a very emotional time for all present.  It was an honorable tribute to an incredible warrior.  

We ask for your prayers for the Rivera family.  We ask the Lord that he will bless us that we may honor the sacrifice of SFC Rivera and his family by the way we serve.  May we remain dedicated to the cause for which he laid down his life.  

We also ask for your prayers for SPC Wills and his family as they work through his recovery.  CH Helms/SGT Burgess
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