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D COMPANY PULLS SECURITY DURING A MORNING MISSION

Hello from FOB St. Michael!  I hope everyone back home is well and enjoyed the Holiday Season.  We certainly thought a lot about you and wished we could be home also.  However, someone needed to do our nation’s work over here in Iraq.

As usual, we have been conducting continuous offensive combat operations to destroy the enemy that threatens the peace and security of both the Iraqis and Coalition Forces.  3 Panther was highlighted in the international media in early December when we conducted a battalion raid that resulted in the capture of over 30 confirmed enemy terrorists/guerillas who took part in the gruesome killing of a Spanish Intelligence team. Our unit was mentioned by name on the front page of the Spanish equivalent of the New York Times.  In addition, the president of Spain had a special meeting with the Spanish congress to tell them of the successful mission. Always busy, we then turned around and conducted four additional back-to-back major operations to help reduce enemy threats in other trouble spots in Iraq.  

As reported in previous newsletters, we are also continuing to improve the lives of the good people of Iraq.  To date, we have spent approximately $1 million in the local area to fix sanitation, schools, irrigation, and other projects.  We have also been working with the town councils to ensure that they are serving the people…difficult sometimes in a country with no tradition of democracy, but we are certainly making progress.

Finally, we are working on forming, training and improving the Iraqi security forces.  They include the police and the “Facilities Protective Service”, which is a guard force for important sites such as government buildings, schools, and power stations.  Finally, we are beginning to form and train a battalion of the Iraqi Civil Defense Corps (ICDC) which will conduct patrols, raids, and execute other paramilitary tasks to create a safer and more secure environment for the people.  

As I always say, thanks for the continued support.  Be proud of the wonderful, first-rate job your paratroopers are doing over here.  We are all looking forward to the time when we will be at home with you.
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SOLDIERS TALKING TO IRAQI FAMILY ON MISSION
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THE COMMANDER  


3 Panther Families:  We have started out the New Year strong.  We are remaining absolutely focused and are putting the pressure on the enemy while also increasing our tempo of work to help out the Iraqi people.  
A clear sign of the light at the end of the tunnel was the recent visit by the Marine contingent that will be relieving us in our area.  Select leadership from the Marines spent approximately 3 days with us, learning what they were about to take on and seeing first hand how we conduct business.  It was a very positive event and we obviously look forward to seeing them in mass in the March timeframe.  You may have been reading some back and forth in the newspapers regarding issues between the Army and the Marines; all I can tell you is that it does not manifest itself here on the ground.  The Marines like the way we have been doing business and for the most part will only try to improve upon what we have started.  As I took the incoming commander around our zone of operations I could not help but be very proud of all that we have accomplished.  Many projects like school, city council building, police station, and ICDC headquarters renovations along with city clean-up programs, water treatment and sewage improvements really started to stand out.  One of the senior Marine commanders had been to our base early in the War and could not believe what we have accomplished with not only our living conditions but also the clear improvement in the sentiment of the people as he went through the zone.  
We continue to take it to the enemy and have recently netted additional terrorists.  Just last night we captured several in the weapons dealer business and today sources came in telling us of additional ordnance caches that we will go uncover.  It is still a very dangerous environment with IEDs remaining the most persistent threat.  Most recently we experienced a new form of enemy aggression with the launching of a rocket attack at our base.  No one was hurt and only minor damage to some equipment but we take this threat very seriously.  A local school teacher led one of our patrols to the launch site so we could analyze it and develop countermeasures.  This past week we received accolades from CNN for our efforts to provide aid to one of their crews who had been ambushed in our zone.  We quickly helped the survivors and treated the wounded.  No matter what is printed in the media I can tell you that when it becomes dangerous like this they immediately seek the comfort and protection of our base.  
Rumors continue to prevail about redeployment.  There has been no change; mid March to early April.  The redeployment order has not been published yet but as soon as it is we’ll get the dates out.  We will probably return in phases over a period of several weeks.  We thank you again for all your support and prayers.  Be proud of our paratroopers – they sure are.  

LTC Pete Johnson

3 Panther 6
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COMMANDER AND CSM TALK WITH POTENTIAL INFORMANT

HHC

The Desert Chronicles of HHC, 3 Panther

December 03

 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! The month of December has been a good month for our company. We completed another excellent month of operations and celebrated this success with a lavish Christmas Day feast at our dining facility. 


Progress within our region continues to show positive signs of stability and a brighter future for Iraq. Frequent meetings with local leaders have resulted in a more stable region. These meetings have also yielded some “creature comfort” services for FOB St. Michael. The latest addition to our base is “Ali-Babba’s laundry service,” which can return clean and folded clothing in 3 days time. This morale booster has alleviated the need for paratroopers to hand wash clothes at the FOB. 


We are excited to bring in the New Year with a bang and a college football marathon. Our DFAC will see some extended business as paratroopers enjoy all 28 college gridiron match ups, courtesy of AFN. 


From all of the paratroopers of HHC and the 3/505 PIR, “Happy New Year!”

Mortars

 
Our section continues to stay very busy as the security element of 3 Panther’s supply lifeline. It is our privilege to work with the S&T paratroopers who deliver everything from holiday meals that will be prepared in the DFAC to the Christmas mail that is distributed by the battalion S-1 shop. 


This month LT Ririe and SFC Paul were pleased to promote CPL Nesmith and SPC Sanchez to their new respective ranks. Both mortar men have done an outstanding job in all tasks placed before them throughout this deployment. The platoon was also pleased to receive pictures of Charlie “junior” Sanchez from Dianne. 


We wish all of you a Happy New year! 

Medics

Several of the paratroopers of the MEDEVAC section would like to send personal messages of thanks and happy holidays to loved ones back home. 

To Danielle Herron: “Thank you for your letters and care packages. Merry Christmas and I love you!” ~ PFC Benjamin Herron
To Judy Belty: “Happy holidays mom! Please thank the people who have sent me holiday packages. And one more thing…I love you mom!”  SPC Jason Belty
To Gay Ratliff: “Hi Mom! ‘Just wanted to let you know your son loves you. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!” ~ SGT Mark Suggs
The medical section welcomes this month SPC Daco to the platoon. His enthusiasm and youthful spirit are an energizing addition to the high-powered battalion aid station. The medical staff also welcomes SGT Heath Sheehan from A Co as a temporary member to the team. SGT Sheehan was recently selected to the Inter-service Physician Assistance Program and will be a classmate of SFC Holloway this coming spring. We are happy to share our knowledge with another up and coming Army medical professional.

Mechanics 


After 3 months of construction and cleaning, the 3 Panther pit crew is ready to move into the newly renovated “Panther Chop Shop” on FOB St. Michael. This spacious garage will rival the maintenance bays of any pit area on the NASCAR circuit and feature some of the latest and greatest for conducting vehicle repairs. This upgrade is a welcome addition for the paratroopers with the “Midas touch.”
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NASCAR VISITS FOB ST. MICHAEL

  Scouts

 
The Star Wars fans of this platoon attribute our ability to blend in with the Iraqi environment to outstanding training and “Force Powers” taught by our Jedi Master, SFC Leeworthy. 


Christmas Day was a flurry of activity for our platoon. During his holiday visit, COL Smith, presented SSG Cross and SPC Anderson with the highly coveted brigade coin. It was an honor to have their efforts of the last several months recognized by the Brigade Commander. We were then thrilled to spend our Christmas meal with MG Swannack, the Division Commander, and CPT Sullivan (the former A Co and HHC, 3/505 commander). During their visit, CPT Sullivan administered the oath of reenlistment to our very own SGT Weeks, as he reenlisted with the Army.


Until next month, Happy New year and “May the Force be with you!” 

COMMO

 
The Internet Café is here! And business is booming! The 3 Panther Internet Café features 20 hi-speed Internet computers, 8 satellite phones, 3 MWR DSN phones, and a large selection of books, magazines, and an ever-expanding DVD rental section. But be careful, like “Blockbuster Video”, this Internet café has late fees as well. 


The café has been a great success in large part from the hard work of its managers, SPC Faust, SPC Fees, and SGT Blair. Without their dedication to operating the café 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, the paratroopers of the battalion would not have been able to talk to their loved ones this holiday season. Thank you for your hard work and a job well done!

DFAC


Business at “Jose’s place” has been booming since our grand opening in November. Our culinary specialists were hard at work on Christmas day to deliver another grand meal for the battalion. The efforts of SPC Ward, SPC Oelkers, and SPC Ceccherini helped spread Christmas cheer and full bellies to everyone in FOB St. Michael.

The excitement of the Christmas season was topped off with the continuation of the “Great Pie sell-off” during the battalion Christmas dinner. At stake were not only the reputations of the traditional holiday pies, but the bragging rights for officers and NCOs hawking their respective pies to paratroopers as they came through the serving lines. The battle was close, but in the end “Team Pecan Pie” (CPT Schwemmer and LT Manrique) beat “Team Pumpkin Pie” (CPT Martinez and LT Crow) by a score of 10 pecan pies served to 8 pumpkin pies served to HHC paratroopers.

S&T


The roughnecks are always hard at work running successful combat re-supply missions for the battalion. We were fortunate to allow some of the men to enjoy a little time off with R&R this month. SPC Bittinger, SPC Burris, and SPC Johnson are refreshed and ready for action in the New Year after this welcome break. 


Morale remains high. On behalf of the entire platoon, LT Carricarte, SFC Baie, SSG White, SSG Ivey, and SSG Terhune we would like to thank our loved ones back home for their continued support. God bless and Happy New year! 

Air Defense Artillery

Our non-traditional role within the task force continues to challenge our platoon and help us grow as better professionals. From convoy security to base security, our “Avenger” crews continue their un-wavered service to the protection of all of the paratroopers of FOB St. Michael.

We are proud to ring in the New Year with the promotion of SPC Salinas to the NCO rank of Sergeant. We look forward to your leadership and inspiration within our platoon. SPC Edwards and SPC Cummings are our up and coming leaders as they prepare for this months E-5 board. Good luck to both of you!

Commander’s Comments


Thank you to all of you back home who have sent Christmas packages to the paratroopers of HHC! We are still getting a steady stream of gifts even as it progresses into the New Year. It is as if the joy of Christmas will go on for several months.


There has been an incredible outpouring of care packages and cards for our troopers.  We have received numerous boxes and holiday cards from caring schools and churches.  The largest number of gifts came from our FRG!  Every soldier was able to enjoy a slice of home thanks to the boxes sent forward from the FRG!


On a more somber note, our prayers go out to SPC Gambill, his wife, and their families.  Their son was killed in a pit bull attack.  We know their loss is great.  SPC Gambill is returning to Ft. Bragg to be with his family.  Please remember the Gambill family in your prayers.


The paratroopers of HHC continue to be instrumental in the continuous improvements of FOB St. Michael. The accomplishments of these paratroopers are no small feat. A surplus of building materials, electrical wire, light bulbs, human ingenuity and good old fashioned hard work have gone into making FOB St. Michael the best living conditions possible while we are away from home. 


We wish you all a Happy New year! 

.

ALPHA
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ALPHA COMPANY LEADERSHIP

The Alpha Company leadership would like to start off by thanking everyone in the Family Readiness Group for their tremendous support over the holidays.  The guys were extremely excited to get the CDs loaded with tons of new music and stockings, which were hung up all over the tents.  It was very evident that a lot of careful thought, time, and effort went into these gifts.  Thank You!
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The guys are still doing awesome even with the new “exciting” news that our deployment is going to be extended a little while longer.  The conditions on the camp have reached an all time high, which you have probably noticed from the increased number of Internet messages and phone calls that you have received from your soldiers.  The Internet Café, outfitted with 20 computers and 11 telephones, is an enormous success.  Additionally, we also now have a laundry service so after four months we can stop washing clothes by hand.

We spent Christmas very much like we did Thanksgiving, eating dinner as a Company at Jose’s Place.  The cooks did an outstanding job preparing the meal and most of us ate until we could eat no more and then crashed on our cots. 
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ALPHA COMPANY FRG CHRISTMAS GIFTS

We would like to acknowledge some promotions and reenlistments for the months of December and January:  

01 January 2004 Promotions:
Promotions to Specialist (SPC)

SPC Micah Gunn

SPC Michael McCall

Promotions to Private Second Class (PV2)

PV2 Dustin Sarver

PV2 Matthew Fyle

Reenlistments:
SGT Lloyd Heckman, SPC Brian Beaumont, SPC Joshua Towne, SPC Dustin Beers, SPC Jason Boyd

The guys continue to perform magnificently in our small part of Iraq, but we are anxiously looking forward to seeing you again.  Thank you for your support and encouragement.   We hope all of you had a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

CPT Jeff Robertson
BRAVO 
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Bravo Company Celebrates the Christmas Season in Iraq

We would like to wish a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to the family and friends of Bravo Company.  Although, spending it with our family would have been preferred, we did enjoy a relaxing day with our “extended family.”  We all enjoyed an excellent meal and a day of relaxation watching movies, playing X-Box, and taking the required after meal nap.  

As usual, Bravo Company found its own way to celebrate Christmas.  If you were to walk through the tents and rooms of the company you would definitely see the holiday spirit with the lights, stockings, miniature trees, and the sounds of Christmas carols everywhere.  Some people even took it a step further.  1st Platoon, decided to have Secret Santa within their platoon.  The rules were simple: 1) you couldn’t tell who your Secret Santa was, 2) the gift had to come from around the FOB.  As a result, some guys got their own coffee mugs given to them (which had mysteriously disappeared two days prior) and other gifts, which probably are not fit to talk about here!!  The company even got a visit from a streaking Santa, to be named at a later date. 

Since last month, Bravo Company has continued to stay busy here in our area. We continued to work with the local government and police to improve the living conditions in our town.  The students of the local schools have thoroughly enjoyed all of the sporting equipment and school supplies that we have been passing out.  Many students even took the time to draw pictures and write letters (in English!!) that we will pass on to many American students.  

We would like to extend a special thanks to the company FRG who has kept us busy opening many packages and mail.  The stuff you have collected and bought for us has been outstanding.  The sporting equipment is being put to good use, and you can hardly walk into our Company CP without having to dodge a dart from one of the numerous dart games or tournaments that are going on.  Our collection of movies has grown tremendously, and in fact we have other companies coming to check out our selection!! 

Congratulations to the following families for their new additions:

· SPC John and Elizabeth Uxer for the birth of John Andrew on 19 DEC.

· SSG Charles and Shana Pittman for the birth of Julia Sei on 3 DEC.

Also, congratulations to the following for continuing to serve and re-enlisting this past month:

· SPC Christopher Soto

· SPC Avery Whitley


Know that we all look forward to coming home as soon as possible, but until then, we will continue to work hard here to make a better Iraq.  We realize that we cannot do this without your continued support and help from home.  Thanks again.

CPT JC White

Bravo Company

CHARLIE


First of all, we would like to say Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to the Charlie Rock family.  The soldiers of Charlie Company are staying in the holiday spirit by hanging up Christmas decorations, stockings and trees.  1SG Canales kept the company busy by trying to remember all the words to “The Twelve Days of Christmas,” and CPT Alcock also promised to dress up as Santa.  The Christmas season here is also bringing in the cold weather, with temperatures dipping into the 40’s at night.

Charlie Company saw many of its soldiers get promoted this month:  Congratulations to SSG Naukana, SSG Brown, SGT Ward, SGT Sorrels, Corporal Couchman, 1LT Guthauser, 1LT Newbill, 1LT Blair and 1LT Massari.  On a separate note, SGT Courtright, SGT Schierbaum, SPC Labonte and SPC Durvali reenlisted this month; the Army is lucky to keep men such as these.  SPC Durvali will be heading to the Old Guard once he completes his tour with the 82nd.  

SGT Richards and SPC Wilcox joined us after completing Ranger School.  We are pleased to have these two first-rate soldiers back in our ranks.  They brought along with them a new member to the Charlie Company team, PFC Metcalf from Pennsylvania.  
 

Good luck to SPC Todd Green as he PCS’s to Alaska and SPC Thomas Tiernan as he heads off to Germany.  Everyone in Charlie Company will miss them greatly.  I’m sure that they will do well in their new assignments.

The new 3 Panther Internet Café opened this month.  It gives soldiers access to the Internet and phones to stay in touch with family and friends.  Several soldiers were also given the opportunity to talk to family members back home with the Video Tele-Conference equipment. 
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CHARLIE ROCK RUGBY POSTGAME PHOTO

Thank you to all the family members who wrote Charlie Company soldiers for Christmas.  Everyone enjoys getting a letter or package, and it probably means more than you think.  Please keep the mail and support coming; we couldn’t have made it this far without the help of everyone back home. You are loved and missed, and we look forward to our reunion in the months to come.

Charlie Rock Leaders

DELTA
Happy Holidays

The holidays have come and gone, and the men of Delta Company are in high spirits.  Despite not being with their loved ones this holiday season, each platoon found various ways to find Christmas joy in Iraq.  In all honesty, it really was not that hard with the numerous care packages sent from the states.  These packages arrived in Iraq practically overflowing with decorations.  The festive spirit was infectious and quickly spread throughout the company as each tent put up decorations everywhere.  Lights, trees, and stockings hung throughout the entire FOB.  The Internet Café and phones were packed as soldiers rushed to ensure that their love was sent home.


Although our families and friends could not be with us, our extended family of Task Force 3 Panther came together on Christmas to celebrate.  Patrols were rescheduled and the entire company was able to eat as a whole on Christmas day and enjoy a feast of turkey, ham, roast beef and all the essentials. When everyone had eaten and was ready to end their day, the second round of dinner was served to rid the FOB of all leftovers. Each trooper left stuffed; most pleasantly surprised that Christmas in Iraq could be so enjoyable. All in all, it was a relaxing day, which served to ready the soldiers of the company for the remaining few months until we are home once again.
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SADDAM’S CAPTURE IS CONFIRMED TO THE TROOPS

The holidays are a time to reach out to your surrounding community, family, and friends.  Delta Company has begun to increase aid to the inhabitants of our zone.  Soldiers recognize the need of these people and in accordance with Christmas spirit, began handing out extra candy and personal hygiene products.  December marked the capture of Saddam, and with that, a renewed hope in future of a democratic Iraqi government.  Each day we interact with the populous, you can feel the bond between us grow.  Even though you are back home wishing your paratrooper were home with family and friends, know that the work your loved one is doing here is invaluable to the people and the future of Iraq. 

PLT LDR LT Beary

[image: image13.png]



CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

2004 – A Year of Change

As a kid growing up, there were two days that I really liked in school: the first day and the last day.

The first day was exciting because I got a new lunch box and a new notebook.  I also had a perfect record!  The last day of school was exciting because it was the end of a long school season.  No matter what happened, it was the end!

Well, I invite all of us to enjoy the newness of 2004.  No matter what happened in your year 2003, that year is over.  We have all been given the gift of a New Year.  We have a new slate.  

We all have dreams and goals, things that we want to accomplish in life.  Why not make this year the year that you get things rolling.  

Take a short inventory:  What relationships would you like to strengthen this year?  What new books would you like to read?  What hobbies would you like to try?  What new person would you like to help?  What new classes would you like to take?

At the start of this New Year, I issue you a challenge to take a good inventory of Life.  You can invest your time, talents, and energies in making 2004 a great year.  Your family, your neighborhood, your world can be different this year because of you.

What will you do to improve your life in 2004?

We remember you all in our prayers. 

-----

PRAYER

We remember in Prayer SPC Michael and Christy Gambill, who lost their son Nathan in a tragic accident on 14 January 2004.


I know that God has a special love for Little Children.  My heart is drawn to the scriptures where Jesus showed his love for little children.  His apostles were trying to keep the little kids away.  But Jesus told them to “Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God.” (Mark 10:14)


The sincere and heartfelt prayers are for the Gambills.  May God bless and comfort them.  May God give them strength and love. 

Godspeed!  CH Helms  












THANK YOU FROM THE A CO LEADERSHIP!
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