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A Word from Rear Detachment

3 Panther Soldiers, 
 

We were excited to receive another newsletter from Iraq this week. It was very well put together and continues to reveal the efforts of the Task Force's efforts during these remaining months. 

Many of the ladies were quite pleased that you all enjoyed the Christmas packages so much. They find real joy in knowing that your day is a little better because of something they put their hearts and effort into. They have ideas already in the works to make your redeployment a memorable time. Your families have also been amazed at the high level of email and phone communication that they have enjoyed during the last six weeks. We have found that the more they talk with you, the more at-ease everyone is. 

The Company FRGs have taken the initiative lately by planning company-level events during the next month that range from bowling to movie night to cooking night. These activities, coupled with groups like the book club and scrapbooking, make the time fly by a little faster. They have certainly figured out how to keep busy. For Valentine's Day, the Battalion is taking your ladies out to another FireAntz hockey game. The team is horrible this year, but we're going for the fights anyway. 

Guys, don't forget about our Valentine's Day deal with Freeman's Florist. Call Arthur at (910) 436-3939 to order something nice for your wife, mother, daughter, or whoever else. 

As the Battalion begins to see a "home stretch" in this deployment, the team back here is ever-proud you, who so selflessly risk your safekeeping for the people of Iraq. They are the newest group to join the ranks of those who live under the birthright of freedom, and you are helping make that a continual reality. Thank you for doing a great job! 

Best Regards and God Bless You, 

Captain Drew Steadman 

Rear Detachment Commander
HHC Company
Written by Rosalina Martinez

Hello all! We are all very excited this month due to the upcoming redeployment and have already started to make plans on giving you all a warm welcome. Laura Thompson was kind enough to host an HHC reunion last month. The intimate gathering consisted of wonderful food, like always, and interesting conversation. The plan was to have a "game night," but we were too busy chatting about how we are all looking forward to seeing our loved ones again. We will be having a company meeting this month to exchange ideas about welcoming the troops of HHC. Thank you all for all that you 

do. We are proud of you and cannot wait to see you all soon. 
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Ladies from HHC enjoying a night out!
 

ALPHA

By Stephanie Robertson


The months of December and January have been full of activity for the ladies and families of Alpha Company.  In addition to the battalion’s holiday ice skating party, Alpha Company’s FRG hosted its own Christmas party, complete with snacks, gifts and movies for the children.  It was a nice 

ALPHA-continued
way to get together before everyone went their separate ways for the holidays.  


January saw two more additions to the Alpha Company family.  On the 13th of January, Dustin and Ashley Beers became the proud parents of Joshua Reece, 6 pounds, 7 ounces, and 20.7 inches long.  Congratulations to you both!  Just a few days later, on January 16, Erick Scott Lamb, Jr. was born to Erick and Cindy Lamb.  Erick weighed in at 7 pounds, 12 ounces and 20 inches long.  We wish the Lambs our best!


We hope you all have enjoyed the holiday packages sent to you.  A lot of work and love went into those packages to let you know you are missed and cared for.  While we were disappointed to hear about the two month extension on the deployment, we are keeping spirits up and planning the best way to welcome you all home.  We look forward to your safe return to Fort Bragg.  As always, our hearts and prayers are with you.
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Alpha Company Ladies and Children 


BRAVO
By Amy White


B. Co. Buzz
After taking a few weeks to recover from the holidays, Bravo Company got back on its feet with a get together on January 31st at Amy White's house for a brief meeting and a chance to hang out and relax. After a week of being stuck at home due to ice, it was nice to warm up (to 40 degrees!) and get out for a 

chance to spend time with friends. We were pleased to welcome Tammy Koehler who recently relocated to the Fort Bragg area from Texas and her daughter Natalie. We also said our good byes (or at least see you laters) to SGT David 
BRAVO-continued
Johnson, B Co's rear detachment point of contact, and his wife Sarah who are leaving the Army. We will miss them both and wish them both the best of luck on all their future endeavors. 

While at the meeting we made plans for a Ladies Night Out of country line dancing for February. So look forward to next month’s edition for highlights from that event!


B Co's Newest Additions

Bravo Company ended the year 2003 with the birth of two more beautiful babies! A handsome baby boy, John Andrew, was born the week before Christmas to Elizabeth and John Uxer on December 19, 2003. Andrew was 8 lbs 7 ounces and 21 inches long. We are also pleased to announce the addition of a gorgeous little girl to our ranks. Catherine Anastasia was born to Constandina and Brian Tutten on December 31, 2003. She was 6 lbs. 8 oz. and 19 inches long. Both babies are doing wonderfully and first time moms Elizabeth and Constandina are enjoying their bouncing bundles of joy.

 Constandina Tutten proudly shows off Catherine! 
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John Andrew Uxer Sitting Proudly!

CHARLIE
By Tammy Amburgey 

Happy New Year!! 
We are all settling into the 2004 quite nicely. The past couple of weeks have really brought the brunt of winter weather to our area. Ice and freezing rain closed all the area schools as well as local businesses for almost three days. It was a nice time to settle in with our families and enjoy the extra time. 

CHARLIE-continued
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Of course all this winter weather has many of us look forward to the coming of spring with its warmer weather and of course the best part, your arrivals. 

Company FRG news includes additional fundraising with a Pampered Chef party where the consultant had graciously offered to donate the proceeds to our fund. We hope for a great turn out as I believe many of you will benefit from the purchases with homemade goodies when your return!

We've also had the addition of two new members to our Panther Family. The Young family and the Gonzales family. We would like to congratulate them both on their newborns. Each delivered beautiful, healthy baby girls.

Lastly, I would like to thank SSG Reagan who graciously agreed to contribute to C Co.s article which you will find below. I know many of you have asked or thought after him. The best way to do that is to let him tell you in his own words. And of course, as always, may He who watches over you continue to keep you safe.

****************************
Hey guys, it's me, SSG Reagan. Hope everything is going well for all of ya'll. I am doing well, I have just had my 3rd, and hopefully last surgery on my legs. By the time ya'll get back, I will be running long distances again, and if all goes well, I will be jumping this month. I appreciate all of your concern, and I wish that I had not left that way, but, everything happens for a reason. Keep your spirits up, your heads down, and stay motivated, I'll see you guys at Pope real soon.
SSG Reagan
DELTA

By Christine Seeburger

HAPPY NEW YEAR! The ladies of Delta Company want to wish all of you a safe and happy New Year – we are looking forward to seeing all of you home soon.  We wish all of you celebrating a birthday in January a very happy month!      

January has been a month of snow and ice.  At the beginning of the month children of all ages enjoyed building snowmen (many looked an awful lot like “Dad”), having snowball 

fights, and drinking hot chocolate.  Within a few days we were enjoying balmy 78 degree weather.  One thing you can always count on in North Carolina is if you don’t like the weather wait 5 minutes and it will change.  

DELTA-continued

Then once again the temperatures fell well below freezing and this time we had ice! The parking lots looked more like skating rinks and trees were giant icicles.  For most, it was a good excuse to watch movies and relax.  

A big thanks goes out to Andrea Hawkins for all her hard work and dedication while in Delta Company’s FRG – she and her husband are moving to Charlie Company at the beginning of the month. We wish you both the very best in your “new family.”  

January was a quiet month for the Company FRG.  A group of us were able to get together and bake treats for all of you for 

Ladies and Children of Delta Fixing Treats for Valentines Day.

Valentine’s Day – we hope they make it to Iraq with minimal crumbs!  February will also bring a bowling party on the 8th!  

As always you are in our hearts and New Year for fun, games, and maybe a little pizza and bowling! Thanks to all the ladies who have helped make D.Co. a great success. Boys you would be very proud of your wives! 
Drop Everything and Read!

By Jerah Newbill
Book Club
 

The 3 Panther Book Club has been off to a great start this new year. The book Dream Man by Linda Howard was a success. Although, this time, we found that the book hit a little too close to home with the main character always being home alone. This suspenseful book kept many of us on our toes and even under the covers for many nights. Our meeting took place at the home of the Newbill's. This month we decided on a birthday theme to celebrate all of the ladies birthdays. Streamers, candles, and cake decorated the table and we even broke out with a little "Happy Birthday" song for all. We sat around and talked about the book while sharing appetizers and wine. I even showed off my husband by having the girls watch his television debut on CNN. 

Book Club-continued

You look so handsome Babe! For the month of February we have decided to stay away from the serial killers and ladies home alone books and read a more happy-go-lucky type of literature. Trading Up by Candace Bushnell is about sisters who think that the other one is not living their life to its fullest. They work hard to try and change each other but find out that their lives really are not as bad as they thought. Our next dinner is on February 21. We are planning a Valentine theme with finger foods to satisfy our appetites. We are so proud of each and every one of you. You are on our minds every day and we pray for your safety. Thank you for all that you do. We love our heroes! 
Thoughts and Laughs from Home

By Amy Fulmer
Time is passing by quick; it just seems like yesterday when you were packing up your gear to leave us here at Ft. Bragg. We are now on the down swing of things getting excited about you coming home to us.  We are starting to plan for redeployment. Wives, Parents, Children, Girlfriends, and Family members are all starting to plan for your return. All of those missed holidays, birthdays, and anniversaries soon will be just a thing of the past because we will have what is most precious and important to celebrate, and that is you returning home safely. It will not be long until your plane is pulling down the runway at Pope, but until then stay positive and focused. We love you and miss you and are so proud of the missions you are performing each and every day. 
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Did you grow up in the 80’s and early 90’s? If so read on:

You know you grew up in the 1980's and early 1990's if...
You've ever:

Ended a sentence with the word "PSYCHE".
You can sing the rap to the "Fresh Prince of Belair"
You know that "WOAH" comes from Joey on Blossom.
Two words: M.C. Hammer
If you ever watched "Fraggle Rock" 
You can sing the entire theme song to "Duck Tales".
It was actually worth getting up early on a Saturday to watch
cartoons.
You saw the original "Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles" on the big
screen.
You got super-excited when it was "Oregon Trail" day in computer
class
at school.
You wanted to be a Goonie.
You can remember what Michael Jackson looked like before his nose
fell off...
You have ever pondered why Smurfette was the only female smurf.
You thought She-Ra and He-Man should hook up.
You remember "I've fallen and I can't get up"


Thoughts and Laughs from Home-continued


You ever got seriously injured on a Slip and Slide.
You had or attended a birthday party at McDonalds.
You remember boom boxes vs. cd players.
You remember watching both "Gremlins" movies.

 You know all the words to Bon Jovi - SHOT THRU THE HEART. 
You remember watching Magic vs. Bird.
You remember when mullets were cool!
You had a mullet!
You still sing "We are the World"
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