	[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image8.png]


3/505 PANT HER 

NEWSLETTER FROM  THE HOMEFRONT


[image: image9.png]


September 2003
3/505 Parachute Infantry Regiment, 82d Airborne Division
	3/505 PANTHER NEWSLETTER

June 2002


	3/505 PANTHER NEWSLETTER

September 2003



A Word from Rear Detachment

Hello, 3 Panther Team!  I am delighted to write this note to you soldiers and families who are working so hard in defense of freedom.  I constantly receive phone calls and emails that convey a deep appreciation for the Task Force's effort in Operation Iraqi Freedom.  Do not doubt for one second that your daily contribution is vital to the progress of this nation and for the cause of freedom worldwide.  Thank you for vigilant focus and hard work!

I must say that I am pleasantly surprised at how little turbulence this FRG has faced in the last two months.  Gentlemen, rest assured that your spouses are putting forth an immeasurable effort to make your deployment as smooth as possible.  And they are succeeding.  The decision-making group, led by Sheila Johnson, has set this FRG on a course for long-term success that includes topical and holiday group events, multiple fundraisers, regular interaction with every spouse, help for spouses with specific needs like pregnancy and sickness, and finally an overall attitude of open communication, respect, and trust.

So far, the Battalion FRG has organized a BBQ picnic, a Halloween party, and two "Welcome Home" receptions for our injured soldiers.  They have a Thanksgiving/Christmas party, hockey games, and your redeployment to plan for and look forward to.  The Company FRG teams have also shown great initiative by raising money, seeking donations, holding regular meetings, and applying solutions to problems before they grow into crises.  Each company has its own unique idea for Christmas gifts for the Task Force and should provide quite a treat for our soldiers.  The Rear Detachment NCO team has also made similar progress, tackling a wide variety of issues in a timely and tactful manner.  They are making my job easy!

At the two-month mark I am extremely pleased at how this team has developed.  We are all very proud to be a part of such a significant event.  There is no nobler sacrifice than to stand in defense of those who cannot defend themselves.  Soldiers of 3 Panther, continue to win the fight for freedom knowing that your FRG and Rear Detachment Teams are giving everything we can to make that fight easier.  Please enjoy the newsletter!

Best Regards and God Bless,
CPT Steadman
Important Upcoming Dates 
 

 FRG Halloween Party

October 25
 Holiday Party


December 6
 Look in the upcoming issue for news and pictures!
HHC Company

HHC Families Doing Great Back at Home!

 Written by Rosalina Martinez

Although good-byes were difficult and tearful, HHC families have adjusted well to the deployment. We have been busy sending letters and getting care packages together for our loved ones. One of the major differences between the Afghanistan deployment and the Iraq deployment is the information flow brought through LTC Johnson. The deployment update emails have kept our minds at ease. Everyone has expressed their appreciation over the emails. Thank you for keeping us informed.  

The FRG meetings have been helpful and CPT Steadman has been doing an awesome job supporting all of us back home with anything we need. Our calendars are full of company events with yoga and scrap booking classes and the upcoming Halloween party on October 25th. 

Amy Fulmer is staying busy taking care of her new baby. Laura Ririe just purchased a home and is taking care of all the finishing touches. Laura and her daughter, Hailey, will be moving into their new home next month.  Children are coping well with their daddies being gone and are staying busy now that school is back in session.

We are all trying our best to be patient during this communication black out and look forward to hearing from our loved ones. Our thoughts and prayers are with you all and we are counting the days until your safe return home.  
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ALPHA
By Stephanie Robertson
The wives and families of Alpha Company are keeping busy since the beginning of 3-505’s deployment.  There are plenty of activities to keep everyone busy and spirits up.  Deanna McCarty is organizing a book club and Heather Cunningham has set up sessions for making scrapbooks.  Alpha Company families had a big turnout for the Labor Day battalion picnic at the Pope Park.  There were plenty of games and activities for the kids, and everyone enjoyed a nice afternoon at the park.  Along with attending a number of battalion FRG meetings, Alpha Company held its first company FRG meeting on the 23rd of September.  In addition to making a banner to send to Iraq, plans were made for an upcoming ladies night out and a Halloween party for the kids.

We have a few new additions to the Shadow Company family in the last month.  Congratulations to SSG Joseph and Lisa Smith, as she just had a baby boy, weighing in at a whopping 10 pounds, 11 ounces.  Not too many hours later, Samantha Lee gave birth to a baby boy, Brandon, 9 pounds, 11 ounces.  
Congratulations to SGT Charles and Samantha Lee.  Over the next few weeks and months, we are expecting a few more additions, as SGT Christopher and Tonya Nunez and PFC Luis and Venessa Villareal are also expecting new babies.

Our thoughts and prayers are constantly with the paratroopers of Alpha Company, as well as the entire 3-505 family.  We are so proud of you and look forward to your safe return. 

BRAVO
Bravo Company's FRG Strike's Up Some Fun
By Amy White

Bravo Company's Family Readiness Group enjoyed a fun-filled afternoon bowling at Fort Bragg's Airborne Lanes.  B Co. had a great time knocking down pins (or at least trying)! The company had four lanes with bumpers for the younger and/or less experienced bowlers and four regular lanes for those who were a little braver when it came to their bowling expertise. 

The event was a great opportunity for Bravo Company families to socialize and get to know each other better. The group of about 25 which included ladies, children and parents had a great time making a banner for our soldiers, looking at articles that had appeared in the Fayetteville Observer about the 82nd Airborne Division, taping a video and just enjoying each others company. 

Bravo's FRG may not be ready to join a bowling league yet, but we had lots of fun on a cloudy afternoon and began some new friendship. Who knows - maybe in six months we won't have to add all of our scores together to make a perfect game!

CHARLIE
All is Great at Home for Charlie Company!

By Tammy Amburgey


First of all, we are all so very, proud of the job you guys are doing!! We know the difficult tasks you face each day and there could not be a prouder or bigger cheering section than that of Charlie Company.

We have been very thankful to have received several email updates from Col. Johnson and very recently the first newsletter.  Both have helped to keep spirits up here at home but nothing more so than the first wave of phone calls and mail that have started to make its way back stateside. 

The company FRG had its first meeting last Saturday.  We were able to get some great information out to help support one another during this time.  Lots of creative ideas and plans were made as well as fun activities and social events.  The plan is to meet each month outside of the monthly battalion meetings as well as planning some type of company social event.  Kristi Dippel is organizing our first event which will be a Spa Day for our ladies.  Events on the horizon will be potluck dinners, pottery, and scrapbook night and activities for the holidays.  Kristina Haken and Alma Reagan are organizing our first fundraiser.  We've been selling "Support Our Troops" ribbon magnets and have been very successful in raising money for our company fund. 
Feel free to let your extended family and friends know.  We also tapped a video message to send forward.  Be on the look out. 
Last but not least we welcome the newest addition to our 

[image: image10.jpg]


Panther Family, Mariah Anne Wall, born September 3, 2003 to SGT. Wall and his wife Judylene Wall.  This is the newest addition to C Co.
DELTA
Hello from home!

By Monica Wilson
Hello, from the Home front of Delta Company.  We are all moving along quite well, but miss you all dearly.  Our FRG have been working on fundraisers and conducting monthly meetings in order to keep the lines of communication open and clear.  We keep everyone in touch with the goings on of the battalion near and far via phone and emails.  We have been planning events for us all to get together and share the upcoming holidays.
Delta Company has had one birth since your deployment.  The Chambers welcomed a healthy baby boy in August. If there are things that you would like for us to send you, please do not hesitate to ask.  The outpouring of support back here in the states has been wonderful. We are all anxiously awaiting the safe return of 3 BCT.  Hope you are all doing well, and again, we miss you.
Injured Return to Bragg

By Erin Fountain
 
 On Sunday, September 7, two of our six casualties returned to Ft. Bragg to continue their recovery after receiving injuries in Iraq.   SGT Sturdy and SPC Pearlman (both of Bravo Company) were among a group of soldiers injured while on a mission in Baghdad.

SGT Sturdy sustained first and second degree burns to his face, wrist, stomach and leg when a grenade set off a secondary explosion.

"It blew us backwards" said Sturdy as he was explaining how the force split his pants near his boot line.  "It's definitely no joke over there". During the mission, SPC Pearlman received a gunshot wound to his lower left leg resulting in a broken fibula. "It felt like getting hit in the leg with a baseball bat", said Pearlman.  "But my first reaction was to shoot back". Our two soldiers were welcomed back home by members of the FRG and a few gentlemen from the rear detachment who were able to come out on short notice.

But despite the ordeals that these two soldiers have been through, both have said that they would return to the fight alongside their comrades if given the chance. So as our two Purple Heart recipients prepared to leave, CPT Steadman summed up the feelings shared by the group of onlookers. "They are heroes.  Down right heroes". Welcome Home Boys!
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Fun in the Sun!
Labor Day Picnic
By Erin Fountain

  With OIF underway for the Panthers of 3-505, those of us left in the rear have begun to find ways of passing the time until the return of our troops is in sight. As one of the many activities organized by the FRG, a picnic lunch on Labor Day weekend was just the sort of outing many of us needed to escape our everyday routines. “It was an awesome kick-off event to get this deployment rolling", said CPT Drew Steadman, Rear Detachment Commander. By noon, the Pope Air Force Base Park was filled with gossip and laughter as tables overflowed with dish after dish of homemade goods. While dozens of kids scampered around the playground, wives, friends and family members shared their experiences of OIF as the first month became the second in this war on terror. "It was such a sense of togetherness", said Krista Clark (wife of PFC Wesley Clark of Bravo Company)."I love our support here", added Yolandia Crow (wife of SSG Eric Crow of Alpha Company). "You can pick up the phone and ask for help anytime” replied Crow. ”  
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Officers' Wives Show off Home Town Specialties
By Shelia Johnson


The Officers' Wives gathered on September 5 for a Home Town Pride Potluck.  All who came brought a dish featuring an ingredient that their home town or state is famous for.  We had ingredients from coast-to-coast.  

WARNING:  Your mouth is going to water!!!  

The South was well represented by Robyn Thompson's corn pudding and Kathleen McDougald's shrimp pasta salad.  Texans Rosa Martinez and Yvonne Lieble brought authentic enchiladas and seven layer dip.  Amy White from Kissimmee, Florida served baked beans.  I know what you are thinking. Isn't that the land of Mickey Mouse? Why baked beans?  We learned that before the overgrown rodent moved in, Kissimmee was famous for its rodeos.  Our Fayetteville natives, Missy Zeisman and Elizabeth Kiniery, didn't have to travel far to get apple pie and North Carolina Barbeque. We also feasted on a corn and ham chowder brought by Theresa Owens representing Illinois.  Newcomer Amber Blair showed off her Oklahoma chicken salad.  From up North, Becky Ellis contributed a scrumptious New Jersey tomato pie.  Lauren Stewart from Seattle, Washington served up coffee cake. (Well it wasn't really coffee cake but it was tasty anyway).  The table was rounded out by a pile of baked Idaho spuds with all of the toppings supplied by Sheila Johnson. 

We said goodbye to Robyn Thompson and Kathleen McDougald.  We will miss them.  We welcomed several newcomers including Amy White, Amber Blair, and Elizabeth Kiniery.  

It was a fun evening of food and recipe exchanging.  We look forward to getting together in October.  

Laughs and Thoughts from Home
Saddam Hussein in his interview with Dan Rather said he would rather die than leave his country in exile. Finally, something we can agree on, he'd rather die and we'd rather kill him." -Jay Leno 
 
Saddam Hussein. See if he agrees to step down and leave Iraq, we will relocate him. What a nightmare, where are you going to send a guy who thinks America is a nest of greedy imperialists intent on bleeding the third world of all their resources? I mean, besides Berkeley?" -Jay Leno

I sat in my seat of the Boeing 767 waiting for everyone to hurry and stow their carry-ons and grab a seat so we could start what I was sure to be a long, uneventful flight home. With the huge capacity and slow moving people taking their time to stuff luggage far too big for the overhead and never paying much attention to holding up the growing line behind them, I simply shook my head knowing that this flight was not starting out very well. I was anxious to get home to see my loved ones so I was focused on "my" issues and just felt like standing up and yelling for some of these clowns to get their act together. I knew I couldn't say a word so I just thumbed thru the "Sky Mall" magazine from the seat pocket in front of me. You know it's really getting rough when you resort to the over priced, useless sky mall crap to break the monotony. Just then, the attendant came on the intercom to inform us all that we were being delayed. The entire plane let out a collective groan. She resumed speaking to say "We are holding the aircraft for some very special people who are on their way to the plane and the delay shouldn't be more than 5 minutes. The word came after waiting six times as long as we were promised that "I" was finally going to be on my way home. Why the hoopla over "these" folks? I was expecting some celebrity or sport figure to be the reason for the hold up.........Just get their butts in a seat and lets hit the gas I thought. The attendant came back on the speaker to announce in a loud and excited voice that we were being joined by several U. S. Marines returning home from Iraq!!! Just as they walked on board, the entire plane erupted into applause. The men were a bit taken by surprise by the 340 people cheering for them as they searched for their seats. They were having their hands shook and touched by almost everyone who was within an arm's distance of them as they passed down the aisle. These men had done for all of us and I had been complaining silently about "me" and "my" issues. I took for granted the everyday freedoms I enjoy and the conveniences of the American way of life I took for granted others paid the price for my ability to moan and complain about a few minutes delay to "me" those Heroes going home to their loved ones. I vowed that I will never forget that flight nor the lesson learned.

Author unknown-
Remember you are “our” heroes and you will be coming home soon. Until then may God continue to keep you safe from harm.

-Amy Fulmer
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