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A Word from Rear Detachment

3 Panther Soldiers, 


During the last two months, the 3-505 Rear Detachment and Families have excitedly followed the events and successes that you have experienced firsthand in Iraq. We awoke on the day after Thanksgiving, elated to find that President Bush risked personal safety and public criticism to be with you during the holiday. Then, our pride in your efforts skyrocketed upon seeing a captured Saddam Hussein's face plastered across every news channel and paper in the world. What a great reward for everything you have put into this deployment! Additionally, from LTC Johnson's updates to the families, we hear firsthand about the significant contributions you are making for the people of Iraq. From building local police forces, to negating enemy attacks, to providing medical aid to Iraqi civilians, we are extremely proud of all that you are doing for America.

As I'm sure you noticed, the FRG made an amazing holiday push of presents, toiletry items, and school supplies. For days, the hallways of Battalion Headquarters as well as the Battalion classroom were stacked to the ceiling with boxes. The company FRGs raised about $2000 and completely paid for all of the packages you received. A big hand goes out to all the volunteers that help make the holidays a little warmer for you. The holiday spirit was also evident in the outpouring from businesses and citizens across the country. Americans sent checks, packages, emails, and letters to show that they appreciate everything you are doing to secure their freedom. We are indebted to them for helping make your holiday feel as close to home as possible.

As we roll into this sixth month of the deployment, your purpose remains as vital as ever, and your support team from Fort Bragg is no less dedicated than the day you committed to this fight. We will continue to host activities, develop support groups and friendships, and quickly solve problems to ensure your families are cared for. That is what you deserve.

May God Bless you as you continue to defend this great nation! 
Regards, 
Captain Drew Steadman 
Rear Detachment Commander 

HHC Company
Written by Rosalina Martinez

Ladies of HHC decided to have a night out on the town before the holidays. We had met at El Cazador Mexican Restaurant. We enjoyed an intimate dinner and enjoyed each other’s company.  During dinner, we made plans for our next reunion, which will be at Laura Thompson’s house on January 24th. We are looking forward to attending that soon. You are all in our prayers and we are anxiously waiting for you all to come home safely. 
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Ladies of HHC and two Lil’ Paratroopers, Avery Fulmer and Daniel Johnson
ALPHA

By Stephenie Robertson

November was yet another eventful month for the families of Alpha Company.  In preparation for the holidays, the care package and stocking assembly marathon began.  Quite a few of the ladies spent many late nights at Yolandia Crowe’s house assembling stockings and packages to send.  Special thanks go out to Yolandia Crowe, Heather Cunningham, Stephanie Hickok, Heather Ridge, Oakley-Raine Shepard, Christine Seeburger, Deanna McCarty and Christy Carey for all their help putting the packages together.  We hope you enjoy the goodies!

On December 6, the battalion FRG Holiday ice skating party was held at Cleland Ice Skating Rink on post.  There were plenty of Christmas snacks and the Alpha company FRG provided a backdrop for taking pictures of the kids.  It was a good opportunity for one last battalion FRG get-together before the holidays begin.

ALPHA continued- 

Just a few days into December, Heather Ridge gave birth to a new baby girl.  Congratulations to Thomas and Heather Ridge, the proud new parents of Madison, who weighed in at six pounds, eleven ounces.

Our hearts and prayers are with you.  Take care of yourselves – we look forward to your return.

BRAVO

 B. Co. in Full Holiday Spirit
By Amy White
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Bravo Company's FRG has been full of holiday cheer since October! We participated in last month's battalion Halloween party by hosting three different craft tables for the kids with hands on activities. Our booths included 
stringing fall necklaces with fruit loops and beads, decorating treat bags with Halloween stamps and making silly, paper plate spiders. Our ladies and children had a wonderful time in the unseasonably warm Spring-like weather and enjoyed getting to know some of the ladies from other companies a little better.

For November, B. Co. ladies have chosen to spend Thanksgiving with friends and family still here in the United States. Although Turkey day won't be as wonderful without our husbands home, we truly do have a lot to be thankful for --including our soldiers! We hope that each of you have a great holiday and know that we are thankful for the work that you do. are as good at ice skating as we are bowling -- we should have some pretty interesting pictures and stories to tell in the next newsletter!

Standing by Our Troops
Bravo Company would like to extend a whole hearty thank you to of the men, women, and businesses who  contributed so generously to our Christmas fundraising drive for our soldiers. B Co. ladies worked round the clock in October and November soliciting businesses, churches, friends and families nation wide with
absolutely phenomenal success! It was truly astonishing to see the support of the American people for our troops. The support goes far beyond the borders of Fort Bragg, North Carolina to say the least! Nearly every single person or establishment that was solicited for monetary or in-kind contributions gave at a sacrificial level in support
of our paratroopers. People were so receptive to the idea of being able to give back a little to the soldiers that many of them took it upon themselves to organize their own spin off fundraising drives on our behalf. Before we knew
it, the battalion headquarters was filled with packages in every nook and cranny! The other companies had similar results which further evidences the amazing support for America's soldiers. We hope that each of you finds something in the boxes that were sent that reminds you of home and how much your friends, family, and country misses you and supports your every effort. Keep up the good work, we are behind

 you . . .ALL THE WAY.


Bravo Company Welcomes Two New Men

Bravo Company is pleased to announce the arrival of our two newest members, Keegan Nicholas Quinata and Arthur Edward Thomas Reynolds! Keegan joined the ranks on Halloween day, October 31, 2003! He was 7 pounds
15 ounces and 20 inches long. Arthur, "Artie" made his arrival on November 9 at 12:38 PM and weighed in at 6 pounds even. He was a healthy 18 1/4 inches long. Michelle Quinata and Terceira Reynolds, the proud mothers of Keegan and Artie .

respectively, are both doing well and enjoying their beautiful baby boys!

Pictured above is Artie Reynolds

Nancy Williford proudly shows off Collin Matthew
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Bravo Company's Newest Lady
We are pleased as punch to announce the birth of the first Bravo baby girl since the deployment! Shawna Pittman delivered a healthy little lady on December 3, 2003 at Womack Army Hospital - also the first baby delivered in town for us to dote over! Julia Sei weighed in at 7 lbs 5 oz and was 20 inches long. The proud dad was on the phone when Julia was born and was even able to here her first cry!

BRAVO -Continued
Bravo Co. Dishes up Dessert
The B Co. Family Readiness Group gathered at Amy White's house on Saturday, December 13th for a company wide Christmas party. Each lady brought her favorite Christmas candy, cookie or dessert and the kids brought their appetites! It was a nice afternoon for the FRG to gather for some last minute holiday fun before many of the ladies left to travel throughout the country to be with friends and family. What better way to spend one of the last Saturday's before the Christmas rush than surrounded by friends, new and old, and fabulous food?!?
CHARLIE

Happy Holidays from C Co!
By Tammy Amburgey

As the holidays are upon us, Charlie Company has been bustling with activity. In November, just before the Thanksgiving rush, we had our first company FRG potluck. We had a great turn out of families. Thanks to all those that participated and came out in support. There was lots of yummy food and good conversation to go around but the highlight of the evening was the video we played from 2nd PLT. It was awesome to see the individual video messages and pictures. (*psst..that's a hint for the rest of the platoons to get yours together*) A special thanks to Jerah Newbill who provided the video and Spc. Josh Combs (who's recovering nicely by the way) for providing pictures as well as setting up the viewing for us. And of course to Cpl. Bill Polanec who is tireless and doing an amazing job of making sure we are all being taking care of here at home. As a side note of interest, I also had the pleasure of seeing Sgt. Reagan recently who is also doing well and recovering from recent surgery.

By now you should have recieved the Christmas packages sent by us. Fundraising dollars as well as donations from area business helped to make it a tremendous success. You should be very proud of the job being done by this FRG. It is a humbling experience to be in the company of such self-sacrificing and heartfelt woman. The job they have been willing to do on your behalf is nothing short of inspiring. We hope each of you enjoy the Christmas goodies and that it helps to bring the holiday spirit a little closer.

As always, may the good Lord continue bless and watch over you, keeping you from harm. Happy Holidays!


DELTA

By Christine Seeburger

D. Co. families are doing well and are thrilled we have passed the half-way mark. Yeah! Letters, telephone calls, and now regular e-mails make time go faster, especially over the holidays. Keep those letters coming! We were all thrilled to hear that you had an amazing spread for Christmas dinner… all the fixings you could imagine. 

The battalion Christmas party was a huge success! Kids of all ages enjoyed ice-skating - with only a few bumps and bruises along the way. D. Co. supplied the refreshments for the skating party including yummy hot chocolate! We all especially enjoyed reading the banners sent from across the sand. There were a few tears shed but mostly with love and happiness for those that we love and miss. 

On a company level we look forward to getting together in the New Year for fun, games, and maybe a little pizza and bowling! Thanks to all the ladies who have helped make D.Co. a great success. Boys you would be very proud of your wives! 

Congratulations to the Hevey and Harris families on their new arrivals! It was exciting that these new additions were able to say hello to their Daddy’s via video-conferencing. D. Co. would also like to thank ASC and the Red Cross for making it possible for us to send holiday wishes of love to our soldiers. 

D. Co. was saddened by the loss of one of our soldiers - SGT. Rivera will be solely missed by family and friends. Our prayers and best wishes are with his family. 

As always, the soldiers of Delta Company are in our thoughts and prayers – we are counting down the days until your safe return. 

Drop Everything and Read!

By Jerah Newbill
Book Club

Childhood dishes was the theme of our November book club dinner. The Switch by Sandra Brown was a much better choice for this group of ladies. Mystery, suspense, and little bit of the unmentionables brought together the plot of this book. After reading the book, the ladies got together at the home of the Amburgey's for a little reminiscing. Each lady brought a dish that reminded them of their childhood. At this meeting we decided to continue our theme of mystery by reading the book Dream Man by Linda Howard. I know we will all be thinking about our dream man as we read this book.


Officers' Wives gather for Christmas Coffee

By Jerah Newbill
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December Coffee
3 Panther Officer Wives got together to celebrate the holidays with a little bit of Christmas cheer! Sheila Johnson and Missy Zeisman showed off their cooking talents with wonderful food and drinks. The home of the Johnson's was very festive and cheerful, complete with a Christmas tree and stockings hung by the fireplace. Each wife brought an ornament to exchange and wore black with pearls. We had a wonderful time dressing up and spending the evening with great friends. Thank you Sheila and Missy for making our holidays a little bit brighter.
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Thoughts from Home

All of the families here think about the sacrifices you make each and every day in Iraq to help make the world a safer place for all to live in. We miss you deeply and wish you were here with us now but stand behind you and your mission 110%. We hear of the great strides you are making in accomplishing your task. We are extremely proud of you and we will continue to pray each night for your safety and safe return. Until then may this scripture from the Bible offer you some comfort.

-Amy Fulmer

I lift up my eyes to the hills-

Where does my help come from?

My help comes from the Lord,

The Maker of heaven and earth.

He will not let your foot slip-

He who watches over you-

The Lord is your shade at your right hand;

The sun will not harm you by day,

Nor the moon by night.

The Lord will keep you from all harm-

He will watch over your life;

The Lord will watch over your coming and going

Both now and forevermore.

-Psalm 121:1-3, 5-8
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