THUNDER FRG NEWSLETTER     

                        November 2003


Here is the first newsletter of what I hope becomes a monthly or bi-monthly periodical to maintain the families informed on the training and activities that affect our families.

First, I would like to give you a little bit of background on my family and myself. My name is Norberto Menendez.  I was assigned to this great battery on 26 August 2003.  I am originally from San Juan, Puerto Rico, but moved to Miami, Florida when I was twelve, where I completed high school and eventually attended university.  I enlisted in the Army on 6 March 1990, and became a commissioned officer on 27 April 1997.  My wife is Cecilia (Ceci), she is from Miami, and we have been married for 10 years.  We have two children, Christopher and Gabriela.  To those of you new to the battery, our other half is 1SG Wilburn Myatt and his lovely wife Lisa.  They are both veterans of the 82d Airborne, and experts in lobbying for the best interest of the soldiers and families of Thunder Battery.

Now I am going to tell you a little bit about my vision for the battery Family Readiness Group (FRG).  The FRG philosophy is that it is an organization of family members, volunteers, and soldiers belonging to a unit, that together provide information and assistance to others in the group.  They provide a network of communication between the family members, the chain of command, community resources, and create an atmosphere of mutual support within the group.  How often we meet, and the amount of activities we perform, will be based on the need for information to be disseminated and your desire to meet and share time together.  Ultimately, there are two things I will pledge to you.  First, I will do my best to keep the FRG informed on upcoming training events to allow families to plan around them.  Second, I will always ensure that we, the battery team, is available to any paratrooper or their family member who needs our help.  I do not say this lightly.  Ceci experienced first hand the value of having people to count on in your time of need, while we were deployed to Afghanistan earlier this year, and Gabi was hospitalized for over a week. 

PAST TRAINING:

The last couple of months have been very hectic.  Some of you experienced some hardship when we began working late almost as soon as we got off the plane from Afghanistan.  After a well-deserved leave, once again, the training requirements came fast, and we have spent many late nights and even some weekend days working.  Not to mention one week in the field in late October.   Your husbands have accomplished a great deal in a very short amount of time.  All the fire support teams, the fire direction center, and most howitzer sections are certified.  The battery fired over 900 artillery projectiles safely, and without incident, a short five weeks after transitioning back to 105mm Howitzers from the 120mm Mortar.  They executed a first class drop zone mission-training event that will pay big dividends in the near future.  In short, they are first class paratroopers.

FUTURE TRAINING:


The next couple of months are going to be just as demanding.  Here are some of the training highlights coming up.  All this is subject to change, after all, this is the Army.  But, will give you a good idea of what is coming up.

16-22 November

18 Nov- Airborne Operation

19 Nov- Airland Operation

20-21 Nov- Prep and Rig for Dec DZ Mission

23-29 November

24-26 Nov- Installation Clean Sweep

27-30 Nov- Thanksgiving Holiday

27 Nov- Thanksgiving meal (1100-1400).  This is a great event.  Our mess hall goes all out to make a great meal for everyone.  And it is open to all.

30 Nov- 6 December

2 Dec- DZ Mission on Sicily DZ (Field)

3 Dec- DZ Mission on Sicily DZ (Field)

4 Dec- DZ Mission on Holland DZ (Field)

7- 13 December
8-12 Dec- Prepare for CALFEX

14- 20 December
14-19 Dec- 2-504 CALFEX (Field)

19 Dec- Half-Day Schedule begins

Half-Day schedule will end on 2 January.
We just had changes to our training schedule beginning in January.  I’ll continue to update you via e-mail or the next newsletter.

Yule Mart Craft fair will be from 21 Nov to 23 Nov at Lee Physical Fitness Center- Hours of operation are:

Friday 21 Nov- 1000-1900

Saturday 22 Nov- 0900-1800

Sunder 23 Nov- 1200-1700

Thanksgiving Meal- 27 Nov-1100-1400- Here are the prices:

Enlisted Meal Card Holder- No Charge

Enlisted (E1-E9)- $5.25

Spouse & Dependent of Enlisted (E1-E4)-$4.55

Spouse & Dependent of Enlisted (E5-E9)-$5.25

Officers, their spouses & Dependents- $5.25

Authorized Civilians and Military retirees- $5.25

Block leave- There is no scheduled block leave for Thunder Battery due to mission assumption.  We have been authorized to place a certain amount of paratroopers on leave.  We are diligently working to figure out who will take leave, when they will take leave, and will get this information out as soon as possible.  I do not expect we will be able to work leave for everyone, but be certain, that whatever the policy is, it will be fair, and every paratrooper will be considered in a case-by-case basis.  If there is a change to this, we will get the word out ASAP. 

Christmas Party- We are gearing up to plan a battery Christmas party.  I have received good feedback on ideas for the party.  I would love to hear from some of the wives.  Tentatively, we are looking to set up a tent (wedding type) on 1SG Myatt’s back yard and make a day of it, beginning with softball games, volleyball…  while some brave paratroopers take on the task of roasting a pig.  Santa will come by to visit.  We want to make this a fun event that you want to attend.  Emphasis on fun.  Tentatively, we are thinking 23 December for the party.  Nothing has been locked down, if you have any new suggestions, please let me or 1SG Myatt know ASAP.

FINAL NOTES:
I can’t emphasize enough how proud I am to serve with your husbands.  Remember, this is your battery; we are here for each other.  Here is my contact information if you need anything.  

CPT Norberto Menendez

910-432-2427 (w)

910-480-0138 (h)

menendeznr@bragg.army.mil
Ceci’s e-mail is,

Bella_mama@yahoo.com
THUNDER, ALL THE WAY!

Norberto R. Menendez
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