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Information Paper

SUBJECT:  Recoupment of Basic Allowance for Subsistence (BAS)

1.  Purpose.  To provide information on collecting pay for meals provided by the U.S. Government in a field environment.  This paper details the requirement to collect for meals following field duty. 

2.  Facts.  Any soldier receiving any type of full BAS, and not on per diem orders, who at the same time consumes U.S. government provided meals, must have collection for meals deducted from their pay account.  

    a.  Soldiers must pay for meals available in the field, consumed or not, either through payroll deduction or by paying for the meals in cash.  When government meals are made available, then the soldier will be charged for the meals.  Neither enlisted soldiers nor officers can avoid having collection for meals from their pay by choosing to not consume meals made available.  

    b.  By comparison, for normal TDY travel, soldiers travel on TDY using DD Form 1610 with per diem authorized in their travel orders.  Under these circumstances, finance does not deduct meals from the soldier’s pay.

3.  Commanders are required to submit DA Form 4187 with an attached list of names to the servicing finance office to deduct for all available meals, consumed or not consumed, during field duty.  This requirement applies to the below listed categories of duty:

    a.  Sea duty or temporary afloat assignment

    b.  Field duty or temporary field assignment

    c.  Group Travel 

    d.  Essential unit messing

4.  One exception to the above listed circumstances is members assigned to a Joint Task Force (JTF).  Members on JTF operations, while also on valid per diem travel orders, generally have the subsistence portion of their per diem withheld or deducted from their travel reimbursement as payment for meals.  The travel orders for soldiers deployed with Joint Task Forces normally withhold the subsistence portion of the per diem and only reimburse the traveler for the daily incidental per diem rate of $3.50 (OCONUS daily rate).  

5. The following categories of duty apply to soldiers who deploy:

--without DD Form 1610 (travel orders) or,

--without temporary change of station orders or,

--who travel with DD Form 1610--but without per diem allocated or,

--who perform field duty  


a.  Sea duty or temporary afloat, field duty or temporary field assignment, group travel, or essential unit mess.  This category covers most field duty that a soldier would perform such as:  local training area FTX’s on Fort Bragg, and field duty at the Joint Readiness Training Center or National Training Center.  Soldiers receiving separate rations (SR) or rations not available (RNA) retain their SR or RNA.  Commanders are required to send a DA Form 4187 (with an attached list of names of those who deployed) to the servicing finance office to collect for field meal deductions from the soldiers’ pay accounts.  Finance does not collect for meals from soldiers on meal cards.  Commanders are required by Section 605 of Title 37 U.S. Code to submit names for collection for field meals.


b.  Soldier on Travel Orders (DD Form 1610), government meals are provided at no cost, and no per diem is allocated on the DD Form 1610.  Soldiers receiving separate rations (SR) or rations not available (RNA) retain their SR or RNA if drawing prior to the TDY.  Separate rations are started on every soldier not drawing them prior to the TDY.  Commanders are required to send a DA Form 4187 to finance for field meal deductions from the soldiers’ pay accounts.  


c.  Soldier on Travel Orders (DD Form 1610), the DD Form 1610 specifies essential unit messing (EUM), and no per diem is allocated on the DD Form 1610.  Soldiers receiving separate rations (SR) or rations not available (RNA) retain their SR or RNA if drawing prior to the TDY.  Separate rations are started on every soldier not drawing them prior to the TDY.  Commanders are required to send a DA Form 4187 to finance for field meal deductions from the soldiers’ pay accounts. 


d.  Soldier deploys with a JTF on Travel Orders (DD Form 1610), the DD Form 1610 specifies essential unit messing (EUM), and no per diem allocated on the DD Form 1610.  If the JTF Commander determines EUM is necessary to accomplish the mission, training, or readiness, then enlisted soldiers receive meals without charge while deployed.  Officers would pay for meals as they consume them at a discounted daily rate.  Soldiers receiving separate rations (SR) or rations not available (RNA) retain their SR or RNA if drawing prior to the TDY.  Separate rations are started on soldiers who are not drawing SR prior to the deployment.  Commanders are required to send a DA Form 4187 to finance for field meal deductions from the soldiers’ pay account.


e.  Soldier deploys with a JTF on Travel Orders (DD Form 1610), and the DD Form 1610 authorizes per diem.  This category applies to our soldiers in Kosovo/Albania.  The JTF commander declares regular TDY for JTF members only.  Soldiers receiving separate rations (SR) or rations not available (RNA) retain their SR or RNA if drawing prior to the TDY.  Separate rations are started on soldiers who are not drawing SR prior to the deployment.  Soldiers don’t actually pay for meals at the JTF DFAC.  Instead, when the travel voucher is processed, the payment for meals (per diem) is allocated to the soldier and also collected back.  Thus, the payment for meals is transparent to the soldier because no money is deducted from their pay account nor are they required to pay cash for their meals while deployed.  The end result for the soldier is they are paid $3.50 per day for incidental expenses for every day of deployment.  The advantage to the soldier is they are paid separate rations and provided meals at no cost while deployed.


f.  Reciprocal Unit Exchanges (RUE’s).  There is no requirement to deduct meals for paratroopers that deploy to other countries for RUE’s.  Finance does not deduct meals from these soldiers’ pay accounts because the U.S. government does not provide the meals.  Instead, the host country provides the meals.  Soldiers deployed on RUE’s earn $3.50 per day for incidental expenses for every day of deployment. 

6.  Questions pertaining to this information paper should be directed to the 18th Soldier Support Group, Quality Assurance Division, at 6-9869.
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