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(Continued on reverse)





Alpha Battery Guards Key Sites in Mosul and Gets First Glimpse of Mosul


-Mosul, Iraq





The Civil-Military Operations Center, or CMOC, helps coordinate between the U.S. Army and Iraqi contractors, providing jobs for Iraqis and services for the Army such as translators for local languages.  It is also home to the Army’s Civil Affairs unit in Mosul and the newly elected city council.





On 05 May 2003, the Gators assumed the mission to provide security for the CMOC from the 101st Airborne Division Infantry, who had been reassigned to patrol the city on foot.  When they arrived, there was no running water, no electricity, and standing sewage water on the floors.  It was “totally trashed” according to 2LT James Dahl, assigned to lead the mission.





He said there was little done to improve the area before his team arrived.  It looked like the previous unit hadn’t done much to secure the area, as they still found weapons and munitions.  The battery also sent a section, under the leadership of SSG Andrews and SSG Savage, across the street to clear a high-rise building that would have given occupants the ability to look down and fire upon the battery.

















Above: SSG Andrews (NCOIC), SSG Hurley (SOG) and CPT Barlow on post at the CMOC











The Gators held down the CMOC with a force half the size of the infantry company previously occupying the building.  The Gators used a couple of sections that rotated through the duties and had support from an Iraqi police officer who provided help dealing with the local citizens.





While the soldiers were at the CMOC, they had the opportunity to interact with curious Iraqis, local police, and even do some shopping.  The police, who are paid $20 a month plus “whatever they could get,” asked that the soldiers not shoot at them when they robbed the bank across the street later that evening.  The crooked cops’ haul didn’t amount to much though, because the bank had already been looted several times and no longer contained much of anything.





Like many old cities, Mosul’s businesses are organized into districts in which similar businesses are located together.  The CMOC was located right next to the butcher’s district in Mosul.  Every day, animals are brought in for slaughter and their carcasses hung in the window without refrigeration or protection.  “The stench was pretty choice,” recalled a grimacing 2LT Dahl.





The Gators fascinated the local children who came out in droves to see the Americans.  “There were kids out there dancing for our entertainment.  It was great,” explains 2LT Dahl.  “There was this kid who danced like Michael Jackson.”  SSG Allen met an albino kid to whom he gave some sunglasses because the sun hurt his eyes.  





At night, the city was much more tense.  “It was mob rule.  By 1900 [hours], there wasn’t a person or car on the street.”





Violence seemed to be limited to Iraqis attacking Iraqis.   While walking through the surrounding area, the interpreter showed 2LT Dahl a burned out moneychanger’s booth.  The translator then brought him to another shop, with two new BMWs out front and some very well dressed men inside.  The translator explained that these men were likely mafia and involved in the attack on their competitor’s shop.  “You should have seen those guys pop smoke when we came around the corner,” said Dahl.





Helping Iraqi Veterans





The Veteran’s Employment Office (VEO) helps former Iraqi soldiers find work.  One of its primary missions was to help rebuild the Iraqi Army by hiring soldiers off the street.  The goal is to help stabilize the Mosul area by helping the men with military training find a stable job to support themselves and their families.  Hopefully, if they can provide for themselves, they will be less likely to resent the Americans and return to violence.  





The Gators manned three gates and four positions on the roof of the building.  For the most part, the mission was uneventful, but it did get a little exciting during a day of civil unrest in the city.





There was a General in the new Iraqi Army and a Lieutenant Colonel who claimed to have been Iraqi Special Forces working at the facility.  COL Greer, the former 101st Division Artillery Commander used to visit daily for meetings with these officers and others.  





On a day of widespread demonstrations that had turned into riots, the Iraqi general had gone to a meeting across the city.  Two men attending the meeting with the General were wounded during what was believed to be an attempted assassination on the General.  The General took his men and the casualties to the VEO since it was a safe area where he could seek medical assistance.





Sometime during the ride to the VEO, there was some miscommunication between the Iraqis and the Americans.  When the Iraqi soldiers drove to VEO in two trucks, they had their AK-47’s pointed out the sides to protect themselves from whoever had attacked them in the first place.  Reports of rioting and attacks on Americans in other parts of the city made the situation seem much worse than it was.  Since the General hadn’t notified the Gators of their early return and heightened security status, the Battery rushed to their fighting positions when armed men in unfamiliar vehicles appeared.





Fortunately, once the Iraqi soldiers got closer to the VEO, the Alpha Battery guards, SGT’s Parker and Goulbourne, identified them and everyone relaxed their threat levels.  PFC Rowles, the medic assigned to the Gators at the time, treated the casualties, who eventually recovered from their injuries.
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Above: Iraqi children dance for our entertainment
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