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(Continued on reverse)





CPT Sherkey Assumes Command of C/1-377 FAR (AASLT)


Outgoing Commander CPT Van Cleave to Command HHB, 101st DIVARTY


-Mosul, Iraq





On 8 June 2003, at Firebase Gunslinger, CPT Jeffrey Van Cleave relinquished command of Charlie Battery, 1st Battalion, 377th Field Artillery Regiment (AASLT) to CPT Mark B. Sherkey.





In front of two M198 155mm howitzers, the Crusader Battery soldiers stood proudly in formation on a sunny Iraqi evening as CPT Van Cleave passed the guidon off to CPT Sherkey, symbolizing the transfer of responsibility to the new commander.  CPT Sherkey assumed this mantel of leadership after successful command of Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 3rd Battalion, 320th Field Artillery Regiment (Red Knights).


 


The 101st DIVARTY Commander, COL Greer, and several other visiting battalion commanders attended the ceremony in Mosul, where the unit has been located since the end of combat operations in Operation Iraqi Freedom.














Above: CPT Sherkey with Charlie Battery at the end of the ceremony





Above: CPT Van Cleave passing the guidon





LTC Lear praised the BIG GUNS and their outgoing battery commander for their contributions to the coalition effort in Operation Iraqi Freedom.  He cited their performance in the conflict, the fighting spirit present in the men in formation and the discipline they have always shown, in peace and war.





“Great units have on thing in common: great command teams.” he explained.  “I am confident the Charlie Battery guidon is in good hands.”





“I am just honored I am able to say I was a member of this fine unit” said CPT Van Cleave in his farewell speech, continually praising his former unit.  He listed in detail their accomplishments at Fort Campbell, explained the pressures of preparing for deployment, and the trials of war. He also thanked his Commanders, First Sergeant, and other Charlie Battery leaders.





During CPT Van Cleave’s tenure as commander of the Charlie BIG GUNS, the battery deployed to the CENTCOM AOR and participated in Operation Iraqi Freedom.  The Crusader Battery provided essential heavy fire support to brigades in two different Divisions during the liberation of the strategic Iraqi cities of An Najaf, Karbala, and Al Hillah.





CPT Sherkey spoke very briefly and expressed his optimism for the future.  “I am thrilled to be coming back home and to be the Commander of the most requested battery in DIVARTY.





Following the ceremony, those in attendance were treated to a buffet and satellite TV in the neighboring warehouse.
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Above:  LTC Lear addressing the troops
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