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T first glance, Diego Garcia
might seem 100 remote 10 be.
an important U S. military
installation. Lying some 500
miles southwest of the

Southern tip of India, and about

halfway between Africa and Indonesia,

the island seems a long way from
anywhere.

‘et its location is one of Diego
Garcia's best features, officials say. for
it's well within aircraft and ship range
of several regions that are strategically
important to the United States —
including the Persian Gulf and South-
west Asia.

-An Ideal Location

‘Shaped like a horseshoe and said
by many residents 1o look from the air
like a large human footprint. Dicgo

Garcia is 2 coral atoll siretching about

34 miles from tip o tip. The low-lying
istand covers about 10.5 square miles.

i covered by coconut palms and other

\topical vegetation, and encompasses &
Tagoon thatis some 13 miles fong and

6.5 milles across a its Widest point.

Discoered by the Portuguese in
the 16th century, since 1815 Diego
Garcia has been governed and policed
by Great Britain as the British Indian
Ocean Territory. The United States
Leases space for an airfield and other
military facilities, and uses the 1agoon
2 & harbor for the |5 ships carrying
prepositioned cquipment and supplics
for the Army. Marine Corps and Air
Force,

“The lagoon is an ideal harbor for
the LMSRs and other vessels, said.
Navy Capt, Edward C. Zurey. com-
mander of Afloat Prepositioning Ships
Squadron 4.

“The squadron was initially based
in the Arabian Gulf, but moved to
Diego Garcia two years ago because
the atoll offers excellent anchorage and
great force protection, and because its
Tocation allows us (o get 1 any part of
our area of operations within a fairly
short time,” he said. “And on top of all
that, this island is  very interesting
place to live.”

Given Diego Garcia's remoteness,
residents say that living on the isiand.
has both its ups and downs.

“The fact that t's 5o jsolated is
actually one of Diego Garcia's best
‘points, in terms of outdoor activities,”
said SFC Dale Buck, one of the
technical representatives assigned to
the island's Army COSIS team. The
nearby waters teem with matine life,
he said. and the lagoon and uncrowded.
beaches are ideal for sailing, swim-
‘ming and snorkcling.

“In terms of off-duty time, things
don't get much better than here on
Diego Garcia.” agreed CPT Jacob H.
Freeman, commander of a Japan-based
'599th Transpartation Group Deploy-
ment Support Team working on the
island a the time of Soldiers” visi.
“The facilities and the morale, welfare
and recreation programs arc great. and
there are so many different cvents to
keep you occupied when you're not
working "

“Thaugh some Air Force and Amy
Reserve personnel temporarily as-
signed to the sland to support Opera-
tion Enduring Freedom actividies are
housed in a vast ent city near the
airfield, most permanent-party military
members live in standard dormitory-
and barracks-style buildings. There are
Several dining facilities on the istand,
as well as clubs, chapels, a bank. a
ibrary. a small hospital and a post
exchange-like “ship's store” open (0
all esidents.

“T've been on Diego Garcia for 15
months,and [ wish they'd et me stay here
unil | recire,” said SSG Dhana Belding,
another COSIS team member. “The island.
s very nice, and most of he services —
ke haiccuts, cleaning and laundry — are
free. The only real downside is thati’s an
unaccompanied tour.”

For most island residents, the
quality of life on Diego Garcia s what
they make of i, said Navy Lt. Carmelo
W Nicastro Jr., APSRON 4's opera-
tions officer.

“If you make the effort to get out as
much as possible, 10 see things and
‘meet the other people on the sland,
‘your tour here can be 4 really positive
‘experience.” Nicastro said. “And if
you make the most of your time here,
You'llreally miss it when you leave. "0

“1f you make the
fort to get out as
uich s possibl,
to see things and
meet the other
peaple on the
island, your towr
here can be
a really positive
eXperience.”
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[image: image4.jpg]Diego Garcia’s isolation helps pro-
tect its natural beauty, which is a
major benefit of life on the remote
Indian Ocean island, residents say.




[image: image5.jpg]IDING calmly at anchor in the wide lagoon, the huge
Navy cargo ships don't look at all menacing. But packed
within them are erough armored vehicles and other
equipment to equip an entire Army heavy brigade.

“The vessels — collectively known as Afloat
Prepostioning Ships Squadron 4, or APSRON 4 —are
based at the Indian Ocean istand of Diego Garela [see
page 301. Among the newest and most advanced ships i the nation’s
Snventory, they are the key component in 4 vast force-projection
‘partnership among the Army. Navy, civilian contractors and merchant
mariners.

“The goal of that partnership is ta be able to put two armorcd
battalions and two mechanized battalions — plus support elements —
ashore anywhere in the world within 15 days of notificaion o do so.

It's a tall order. but one that APSRON 4 was specifically created
o handle.

“The establishment of APSRON 4
and its basing at Diego Garcia resulied
from a post-Gulf War stzategic mobil
ity siudy that examined in detail the
problems which arose during the
deployment stage of that conflict, said
Navy Capt. Edward C. Zuey, the
Squadron’s commander.

“The study determined the iypes of
cquipment the Army would need o
have forward-deployed. While some of
this equipment could be stored on land,
the study noted that the continuing
closure of U.S. bases overscas would
have a derimental effect on the.
Ammy's ability o preposition the
necessary materiel ashore,” h sid.

Positioning the equipment aboard
fast ships at a forward location was the
Iogical solution, Zurey said, because it
eliminates reliance on relatvely slow
scalif deliveries from the continental
United States to overseas theaters,
while also avoiding the high cost of the
large airlif required 0 quickly deliver
vital equipment, And it was an al-
ready-proven concep, he sdded,
because the Marine Corps had been
prepositioning vehicles and equipment
aboard ships for several years.

The study ultimately resulted in the.
creation of Army Prepositioned Set 3

program.

and Humvees; Army watereri

and food supplics.

‘Combat Prepositioning Force, a

power, Zurey said.

off, or LMSR, vesscls, Seven are

or APS-3, the afloat component of the
larger Army Prepositioned Stocks

'APS-3 cncompasses a staggering
cange of matericl, including combt
and tactical wheeled vebicles; trucks

opening and cargo-handling equip-
ment; antillery: ammunition; quarter-
‘master and mortary-affairs assets: and
thousands of cargo containers packed
with tools, spare parts, and medical

Al of this materielis currently
stowed aboard the 15 ships of the

component of the Navy's Miltary

Sealift Command. While the watercraft
and most of the sustainment matericl
are carried aboard leased civilian ships
based on Guam, in the western Pacific.
its the Diego Gareia-based ships of
APSRON 4 that carry APS-3's combat

APSRON 4 i built around a class
of advanced cargo ships known as
Large, Medium Speed. Roll-onfroll-

currently on hand. with an eighth (0 be
delivered this full and all are pamed
after Army Medal of Honor recipients.

APS-3 ancompasses 1 saggering vnge of
matertel, inchidiny al

7 combat and tactical

e

wheeled vehicles; trucks and Foomvees ...

AL9S0 feet the Warson-class
LMSRs are only about 90 feet shorter
than a Nimic-class aireraft caier and,
except for that type of vessel, are the
largest ships i the Nay's inventory.
Each LVISR can carry some 1100
picces of rolling stock, including.
Abrams tanks, Bradley fighting.
vehicles, Paladin selF-propelled
howitzers, Humvees, irucks and
trailers, all of which are chained down
in a series of cavernous holds. The
vehicles are loaded and unloaded via
large stem and side ramps, while two
large deck-mounted carzo craties arc
used to dispatch other materic],

“These are the most advanced ships

inthe Military Sealift Command,” said
Capt. George W. Hynes,the civilian
master of the USNS Watson, which
was the first of the LMSRs built snd is
now APSRON 4's flagship. “They're
fast and very maneuserable, despite
their size and huge cargo capacity.

Justas importan, Hynes said,is the
fact that the LMSRs are highly auto-
mated.

ach ship has state-of-the-art
electronics for navigation, engine
operation, communications, and fire
detection and suppression,” he said,

“That means that each ship, despite its
size, can operate with a crew of just 28
people.”





